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TO GAS COMPANIES. 


BoGHEAD CANNEL COAL— 
This is the most highly bituminous coal known, 
and, therefore, peculiarly adapted for mixing with 
iwferior coals in the Manufacture of Gas, for which 
oy ps it is exclusively used. One ton of it yields 
5,486 cubic feet of gas, according to Dr. Fyfe’s experi- 
ments, and in actual working the i is at least 
13,500 feet of the specific gravity of ‘775; and aburner, 
onsuming at the rate of 1 cubic foot per hour, gives 
a light equal to 84 spermaceti candles, each ing 
120 of sperm per hour. The light — by 
one ton of this coal is equal to that from 1990 lbs. of 
= candles; whereas that from the same quanti 
of Newcastle Caking Coal is only — to 420lbs.; an 
that from the best Wigan Cannel Coal is only 750 Ibs. 
of sperm candles. It can be shipped at any of the ports 
ms Frith «oe or the Clyde. 
or terms and other particulars apply to 
BR. W. Kenmarp and Co,, 
Sole Agents, 
67, Upper Thames-street, London. 


MR. HENRY GORE, 


CIVIL AND CONSULTING GAS ENGINEER. 











OFFIcE, 
25, YORK PLACE, LEEDS. 
ANTED, an ienced Work- 


man, to repair GAS METERS. Applications: 
enclosing copies of Testimonials, and stating amount of 
Wages required, to be made to Mr. SAMUEL R. ScoL- 
TOCK, Manager, Stoke Fenton and Longhre Gas Works, 
STOKE-UPON-TRENT. As this will Be a permanent 


}-engagement, none but steady men need apply. 





ONEY to be advanced on’ Mort- 
From £100 to £1500 to be advanced on 
Mortgage at 5 per cent. interest, for periods of three or 
five years, upon personal or other bona fide securities. 
Letters only (describing the nature of the security) 
from principals or their solicitors will be attended to. 
Apply to C. SHeRwin, Esq.,7,SouTH SQuARE, GRayY’s 
Inn, London. 
November 1, 1855. 


TO GAS COMPANIES. 


WANTED by a thorough practical 
MAN, a SITUATION in a provincial town, to 
inspect and repair meters, wet or dry, and make himself 
generally useful. Can be strongly recommended. 
Address M. D.,12, Mount STR&ET, CHARLTON; Kent. 








TO RETORT SETTERS. 


ANTED to Build and Fit up, at 

DAVENRY GAS WOBKS,a BRICK RETORT 
or COKE OVEN that will carbonise 6 cwt. of coals at 
a charge. wee Lange wishing tocontract for the same 
complete, may have the particulars and further informa- 
ey. potas hen by letter to the SUPERINTENDENT of 
the Works. 





TO GAS INSPECTORS, 
WANTED, a steady and intelligent 
MAN, to actas INSPECTOR of GAS METERS 
and WATER TAPS. He must write a good hand, and 
must understand the construction, and be able to re- 
pair both wet and dry gas meters. Applications, in 
licant’s handwriting, with references, and stating 
required, to be addressed to Mr. Ropert HANs- 
Ley, Secretary to the Hartlepool Gas and Water Com- 
pany, HARTLEPOOL. 
artlepool, Oct. 24, 1855. 


GAS MANAGER WANTED. 


ANTED, by the Mansfield Gaslight 

COMPANY,a MANAGER for their Gas Works, 
to enter upon the sit mon the Ist January next. 
He will have the entire management of the Works, to 
take the Meters, keep the Books, and make out the 
Accounts, The 8: will be £100 a year, with house 
and office. Rent tax free, and coals_and gas also 
free. Applications and testimonials to be sent to my 
Office in Mansfield, on or before the 16th day of Novem- 
ber next. Any candidate canvassing the Directors will 
be uali| Candidates with whom the Directors 
4 my afterwards wish to have interviews, will be 

tten to. Security will be oe 
- Woopcock, 
Clerk to the said Company. 

Mansfield, Oct. 20, 1855. 








ON SALE. 


IX CAST-IRON COLUMNS, in ex- 
CELLENT CONDITION (suitable for 2 Gas- 
holders of 30 ft. or 35ft.in diameter), weighing each 
2 tons; length, 20 ft.; diameter at top, Lljin.; at bot- 
tom, 144in.;- with square base plate; wheels and 
frames complete. Will be sold senses at the 
WotverHampton Gas Works, Horsely Fields. 











COWEN’S PATENT FIRE CLAY RETORTS. 


JOS. COWEN and CO., 


BLAYDON BURN, NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 
Were the only parties to whom a Pr1zz MEDAL was 
awarded at the Great EXHIBITION of 1851, for “*Gas 
Berorts and OTHER OBJECTs in Fire CLay.” 

J.C. and Co. have been for many years the most ex- 
tensive Manufacturers of Fire Clay Retorts in the United 
Kingdom; and orders for Fire Clay Retorts of all 
shapes and dimensions, Fire Bricks, and every other 
article in Fire Clay, are promptly executed at their 
works as above. 

Also, owners of BLAYDON BuRN CoLLiery, from 
which “‘ CowEn’s CANNEL COAL,” extensively used in 
Metropolitan and other Gas Works, and “ CowEn’s 
GARESFIELD CoAL,” are obtained. From the latter, 
“ Cowgen’s GARESFIELD COKE” is made, the superior 
— of which is well known. 

and Coke Office, Quay-side, NEWCASTLE-ON- 





WILLIAM PARKINSON & CO. 

(Successors to the late Samuel Crosley), 

COTTAGE-LANE, CITY-ROAD, LONDON, 
Beg most respectfully to announce that, in addition 
to the continued manufacture of GAS METERS, 
they manufacture Meters for measuring Water, Spirits, 
&c. (commenced under Patent, in 1849, by the late Mr, 

William Parkinson). , 

N.B. These Meters are as simple and durable as 
the Gas Meter, and as correct as thatinstrument under 
the most careful manipulation. : 


PATENT IRON TUBES AND FITTINGS, OF ALL KINDS 
AND SIZES, FOR GAS, STEAM, AND WATER. 


LAP-WELDED FLUES FOR BOILERS. 
GALVANIZED TUBES, SHEET-IRON, &C. 


JOHN RUSSELL AND CO, 
CHURCH-HILL, WEDNESBURY, 
TUBING MANUFACTURERS from the COMMENCEMENT 
of LiguTinG by Gas, and previously Contractors with 
the Government and East India Company for Gun 
Barrels, which were also first supplied by them to Gas 

Companies, and used for the distribution of gas. 
LONDON ESTABLISHMENT, 
69, UPPER THAMES-STREET. 
N.B. Every Tube is proved by Hydraulic Pressure 
before leaving the Works. 





CANNEL -CQAL. 


AMSAY’S NEWCASTLE CANNEL 
was discovered by the Advertiser in 18:8. Cannel 
Coal was then littleused in London: after surmountin 
much opposition, it has become the principal Canne 
Coal used in the Metropolis, and has greatly assisted 
in improving the London gas, - Its joint products of 
gas of high iNuminating power, and coke of good quality, 
make it one of the most economical coals known. Itis 
used by all the London Gas Companies, as well as by 
many Provincial and Forei; The Crystal Palace was 
lighted from it in 1851, and the Post-office, Bank, and 
‘times Office, are at present. 
FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 
FIRE-BRICKS of all descriptions. Manufactory 
established in 1804. 
RAMSAY’S GARESFIELD COAL and COKE, 
Bone and Artificial Manures of all kinds. 
Address G. H. RAMSAY, Offices, Broad-chare, New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 
April 27, 1854. 





FUEL AND ITS APPLICATIONS. 
Now Ready, New Edition, in two vols., 8vo., cloth, 
beautifully illustrated, price 36s. (post free), 


HEMICAL Technology, or Che- 


mistry in its APPLIVATIONS to the ARTS and 
MANUFACTURES. By Dr. E. RoNowps of ‘Galway, 
and Dr. T. RICHARDSON of Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

Vol. I., in two parts (FURL AND ITS APPLICATIONS), 
illustrated with 433 engravings, and_six plates. 

Vols. Il. and III. of the CHEMICAL TECHNO- 
LOGY contains Giass, Potrerizs, FLour, Sucar, 
&c. &c., illustrated with 343 engravings, and ten 
plates. Price £1. ls. and £1. 2s. per vol. (post free). 

London: - H1pPpoLyT&~ BAILLIERB, Publisher, 219, 
Regent-street, and 290, Broadway, New York, U. 8. 


ANTED; .an Active Young 
MAN, who thoroughly understands the Manu- 
facturing and Repairing of Gas Meters, a Situation in 
a Country Gas-work,.to Inspect and Repair old Meters. 
Satisfactory references.—Address J. H., Adams's News- 
paper-office, 9, Parliament Street, WESTMINSTER. 








GAS JETS.—TO CONSUMERS OF GAS. 


Wwiuiam .,BLEWS AND SONS 


have, by their improved patent machinery, suc- 
ceeded in a GAS FETS of a description greatly 
superior to any hitherto made; they burn much less 
than the usual quantity of gas, yet, by their peculiar 
construction,’ produce,a body of light greater in power 
than the ordinary Jet. Each Jet is guaranteed as proved, 
and warranted to.burn the exact number of feet per 
hour marked upon it, under the given pressure. Gas 
Companies may thus know the average consumption of 
street lamps without meters. One dozen forwarded as 





12,950 CUBIC FEET OF GAS, 
— Gravity °820, produced from a ton of BATH- 
ILLE CANNEL COAL, a Coal identical with that 
named Bathgate, Boghead and Torbane Mineral. 


JAMES LAWRIE and CO. 
COUSIN LANE, UPPER THAMES STREET, 
SoLu AGENTS. 

Messrs. Lawnrz and Co. are also Sole Agents for the 
excellent KNIGHTS WOOD CANNEL, used by London 
Companies, and are Makers of RETORTS, Clay and 
Iron; SOCKET PIPES; and all kinds of CASTINGS, 


ROBERT MACLAREN, 
(Successor to Andrew Liddle and Co.,) 
IRONFOUNDER AND GAS ENGINEER, 
Manufacturer of Patent Iron Tubing, Block Tin, 

» and Composition Tubing. Cast-iron Gas and 
Water Pipes of all sizes, and every description of 
Gas Apparatus. 

GLOBE FOUNDRY, GLASGOW. 


IRTLEY IRON WORKS, 
CHESTER-LE-STREET, ; 
. DUBHAM 








Manufactory for every description of Casting and 
Machinery for Gas Works and Water Works. 
Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- 
nections of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, 
Bankside, Southwark. 


Office in London, Mr. E, M. Perkins, 67, Mark-lane. 





GAS.—TO CAPITALISTS. 
OUR or Five Gentlemen are wanted, 


to assist three others, who are willing to supply 
all the Apparatus and Mains + ep for the lighting 
with gas a foreign city, for which an exclusive conces- 
sion has been obtained, The qualitication for each in- 
dividual will be £1000, The only city at present lighted 
with gas in the same country is paying a dividend of 
50 per cent. per annum. Further particulars may be 
obtained by application to Mesars. STzEaRs and Son, 
gas engineers, 38, MooRGATE STREET, London. 


ples on receipt of- twelve postage stamps, Bartho- 
lomew Street Works, BIRMINGHAM, 





PATENT SELF-ACTING, TUBE CUTTER. 


‘ me 

LEWS & SON, Bartholomew Street 
WORKS, BIRMINGHAM, sole licensees and 
makers of the PATENT ‘SELF-ACTING TUBE 
CUTTER, beg to call the attention’ of gas companies 
and others to this valuable machine, which is intended 
to supersede the hitherto tedious and expensive way of 
cutting tubes, &c., with the file, and by means of which 
the largest wrought-iron gas or steam tube may be cut 
through with ease in a few mi The apparatus is 
easily fixed and adjusted to any size tube, is not liable 
to be disarranged, and will be found most useful for | 

gas engineers, companies, fitters, &c. For drawings 
and prices apply to the makers, | 











IGHTON MOOR GAS COALS.—| 
Parties wishing to be supplied with these firet-| 
class Gas Coals will please to apply to Mr. MaTTHEW 
NgsBIT, EIGHTON Moor OFFICE, NEWCASTLE-UPON-| 
Tyne. These coals are well known as 4 the | 
richest in gas, and working the roundest on the River 
5 They are extensively used by metropolitan gas 
works. 


FE ecvitasle GASLIGHT 
COMPANY. 
Office, 21, John Street, Alelphi, Nov. 8, 1855. 

Notice is hereby given, that a HALF-YEARLY 
ORDINARY MEETING of the Shareholders of the 
said Company will be held at this Office on TUES- 
DAY, the 27th day of November instant, to receive 
the Reports of the Directors and Auditors, and to 
declare a Dividend upon the Capital of the Company 
for the half year ending the 30th of June last. 

The chair will be taken at One o’clock precisely. 

Notice is hereby also given, that the Transfer Books 
of the said Company will be CLOSED on MONDAY, 
the 19th,and REOPENED on TUESDAY, the 27th 
day of Novembergjnstant. 7 +. 


! 
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By. order of the board, wf 
~* SAMUEL ANDREWS, Secretary. 
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SECTIONAL | 





ELEVATION, PLAN. 
with Front removed and Valve-box broken. Valve-box broken away to ELEVATION. Front VIEw. 
show Valves. 


| W. J. WARNER'S PATENT DRY GAS METER. 
| THOMAS EDGE | 


| 

|| begs to inform Gas Companies and Consumers that he has become the Proprietor of the above Patent; and that, having made arrangements for the Manufacture of the 

same on an extensive scale, he is prepared to supply all sizes in any quantities. 

The advantages of this Meter have been recognised by the highest authorities, and those who have tested and used them. 

The most obvious improvements are— 
1. The yea ory of the Valve Cover at its base, so that no deposition on the face of the Valve can cause the Cover to tilt, and thus allow the Gas to pass 

without registering. | 

2: The protection of the whole of the Machinery in the upper chamber from the action of the Gas, which has never before been accomplished. 
3. Greater simplicity, and a less amount of flexible material in the Diaphragms than in any other make. 


These Meters, and also the Patent Lever Valve Wet Meters can have either the Common Index or Patent Indicator attached; and are manufactured, with Station 
Meters, Governors, Pressure Registers, Gauges, Gas Fittings, and every description of Gas Apparatus, at the Works, Great Peter-street, WESTMINSTER. | 


City OFFics, and Depdt for Meters, Pipe Barrel, and Fittings, 9, WALBROOK, Mansion-house. 


TO MANUFACTURERS, STEAM-BOAT COMPANIES AND ALL LARGE CONSUMERS OF COAL. 
AN APPARATUS FOR DETERMINING 
THE HEATING POWER OF SAMPLES OF COAL and OTHER DESCRIPTION OF FUEL, 


InvENTED sy LEWIS THOMPSON, Esca., M.R.C.S., 
And EXHIBITED at the ROYAL POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTION, in a Lecture delivered by the Inventor on the 30th of July, 1855. 
Complete Apparatus, in Polishéd Mahogany Travelling Case .. £5 5 O 


In ordinary Packing Case ... 2.2. 2 2 ee ee eee eee BEBO 
WITH INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE EXPERIMENT. 


MANUFACTURED By ALEXANDER WRIGHT, 55, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER. 


FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 
JOHN SWARBRICEK, 


MANUFACTURER OF PATENT COMPOSITION CLAY RETORTS, 








FIRE BRICKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION, SHAPE, AND SIZE, &e. &c. : 
HIGHER EANAM, BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. Ea 
ii RRO FRA ee tg wae cnr seal age wh gare ene Heras NOt Neti Hosts 





‘om sing demand, the Works at Little Harwood have been greatly enlarged ; and Gas Engineers who may favour with an Order may rely with confidence 
on their being promptly supplied with an article not to be surpassed in finish or durability. : 


PRICES MODERATE. ft 


ALEXANDER WRIGHT, 
GAS ENGINEER, MANUFACTURER OF GAS METERS, GOVERNORS, 
AND ALL DESCRIPTION OF GAS APPARATUS, 
55, MILLBANK STREET, ‘WESTMINSTER. 
ConsuMERS’ Meters at the List Price, with a Liberal Discount to Wholesale Purchasers, 


‘ NEW INSTRUMENTS FOR THE USE OF GAS COMPANIES. 
F THOMPSON’S ‘BROMINE TEST. 
Apparatus, including Graduated Tube and Equalising Cylinder, £1. 1s. 
‘Bromine, 38. per ounce, 


AN APPARATUS for TESTING the PRESENCE of BISULPHURET of CARBON in GAS. 


t has frequently been remarked by chemists that even when the acetate of lead test is applied to coal gas, and indicates perfect freedom from sulphuretted hydrogen, 
indications are still given during its combustion which would lead to the supposition that some other compound of sulphur exists init. The above instrument affords 
positive proof that this is the case, and leaves little doubt that that compound is sulphuret of carbon. This test will detect the presence of sulphur in whatever form it 
may exist, and is much more delicate than the acetate of lead test, even for sulphuretted hydrogen. 


Cost of Apparatus, £2. 2s. 


A REGISTERING PRESSURE GAUGE. 


It is importantto Gas Companies to know the pressure at various parts of their districts during the successive hours of the night, for the better fegulation of their 
i his compact apparatus, capable of being placed in a space of about one foot cube, is intended to supply this information, 


: aA a gt the Works. 
Sl ee Wet Prices—3-irch Scale, £7. S-inch Scale, £8. Glass Shades, 10s. extra. 


























SFA TION METERS, PRESSURE GAUCES, PHOTOMETERS, SPECIFIGEGRAVITY APPARATUS, &C. 
JUN 2 . ea ae 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


| T. L., Maida Vale, and Others.—Your proper course is to address your- 
selves to the Imperial Gas Company, and not to us. The gas is consider- 
ably superior in quality to the standard fixed by the company’s act, and 
as long as it continues so, the appointment of an official tester cannot be 
productive of sufficient benefit to warrant the expense. 

H. C., Deptford.—‘‘ Designing men,” in Fleet-Street phraseology, signifies 
those who are simple enough to defend the weak against the freebooting 
Jorays of the Jack Shepherds and Jonathan Wilds of the gas world. 

Several Correspondents.— The pleas of the defendant in the action of Bar- 
low v.Lurcott were not delivered till the 29th ult., and it is scarcely possi- 
ble that the cause can be tried till some time in February. 
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NOTICES. 


Stamped copies, when forwarded by post, must be folded so as to 

| expose the stamp; they are otherwise liable to the full postage 
charge for letters. 

The Journnat or Gas Licutinc has been duly registered at the 
General Post Office for transmission abroad. 





Circular to Gas Companies. 


| Tux recent general meetings of the metropolitan gas compa- 
nies have afforded satisfactory evidence of the gradual im- 
| provement which is taking place in their situation, and we 
| have great pleasure in recording the large increase in the 
| rentals of the Chartered, the London, and the Great Central 
_ Companies over the corresponding periods of last year—that 
| of the Chartered Company for the half year amounting to the 
large sum of £9468, while that of the London Company is 
| £3301, and of the Great Central Company £1200. The latter 
| company has also at last adopted a principle for which we 
have long contended, and, by an issue of £15,000 of the re- 
served shares, has put an end to the system of being de- 
pendant upon accommodation paper and loans from its bankers 
for a portion of the capital required for carrying on its 
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| fication of gas taken out by Mr. W. Basford on May 3, 1855, 
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| 


operations; it only remains for them to close their capital) 
account, and to double their reserve fund (which now only | 
amounts to £3000, to cover five years’ depreciation), to make, 
their balance-sheet a true index of their position. The Surrey) 
Consumers’ Company would do well to imitate their example, | 
and, by an issue of shares, cancel the £10,000 accommodation | 
bill which disfigured their last balance-sheet. | 

The balance-sheet of the South Metropolitan Company, | 
which we this month publish for the first time in our columns, 





is a model for clearness and perspicuity in such accounts, well 
worthy of the imitation of some larger bodies. With a gas 
rental nearly equal in amount to that of the Great Central, 
the capital is less than one-half of that expended by the latter 
company ; and, the capital account of the South Metropolitan 
having been closed for some years past, all the recent ex-! 
tensions and additions to plant have been provided for out of 
the current revenue. The only improvement we can suggest 
in the form in which these accounts are laid before the share- 
holders, is to separate the amounts respectively received for 
coke, breeze, tar, and ammoniacal liquor, instead of entering 
them in a lump sum. 

We have hitherto refrained from replying to the numerous 
inquiries addressed to us with regard to a patent for the puri- 


the specification for which should have been enrolled on the 
8rd inst. No specification of this patent has, however, been 
enrolled, and that patent, therefore, falls to the ground; but 
from an examination of the deposit paper, which will be found in 
another column, the invention seems to have been identical 
with one patented by James Down, Aug. 5, 1830, which con- 
sisted in passing crude coal gas through a retort filled with 
coke or charcoal, heated to redness, with the view of decom-! 
posing the tarry vapours, and converting them into gas. The 
process was tried, and failed, principally from the rapid 
choking up of the retort; and numerous other inventions of ; 
the same nature have failed from the same cause. The know-'! 
ledge of this may possibly have caused the application of May 3 | 
to be abandoned by Mr. Basford, and a new patent to be ap-/|| 
plied for on Oct. 19, with a complete specification annexed, in || 
which it is proposed to use, in a similar manner, charcoal pre- | 
viously immersed in a strong solution of lime water. If it is | 
intended to carry on this operation upon the crude uncon-') 
densed gas, we apprehend the same difficulties will be’! 
encountered as caused the failure of Down’s process; but if | 
the process is to be applied after condensation, the charcoal is | 
evidently worse than useless. It is now upwards of a year || 
since Mr. Lewis Thompson pointed out in our columns* how | 
gas might be purified from bisulphuret of carbon, and every | 
other form of sulphurous combination, by passing it through a'| 
retort filled with lime, and heated to dull redness throughout. |! 
Various other earths, as well as potash, soda, and oxide of | 
manganese, have this property, and as the publication of the | 
process in our columns took place before the date of Mr, 
Basford’s patent, it has thrown open to the public the use of 
lime in the manner proposed by Mr. Thompson. The appa- 
ratus employed by Mr. Basford is substantially the same as_ 
that described by Down in 1830. 
Many of the friends of the late Messrs. Samuel and John 
Crosley will be gratified to learn that their nephew, Mr. Wm. | 
Crosley, who for several years assisted them in the manage-| 
ment of their extensive meter manufactory, is about to com- | 
mence the same business on his own account, and has taken 
premises for that purpose at 103, Southwark Bridge Road. 
We heartily wish him success ; and trust that in his hands a 
“Crosley meter” will maintain the character it obtained | 
during the long and successful career of his enterprising uncles. 











* Vol. III., page 529: 
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THE METER HUBBUB IN LIVERPOOL..: : 
Tuene is’ an‘ old axiom to the effect, that}when a certain’ class 
of individuals. ‘* fall out, honest men.come by their own”—a’ 
piece of‘ prophetic} information which, ifgstrictly correct, can 
scarcely be} otherwise! than highly ble at this present 
time'to’the’ good “folks of Liverpool. -Siiikspeare, in “ Mac- 
beth,” draws; a’ beautiful analogy betwixt ‘‘ men and dogs,” 
which the past progress of this Liverpool gas-meter ‘‘ hub- 
bub” very strikingly illustrates. For example: a dog in the 
course of his industrial rambling has got, we will say, a bone, 
which draws round him a pack of hungry comrades ; presently 
an attack ensues, a rush, a fight, an uproar; the bone passes 
rapidly from mouth to mouth, creating in its progress renewed 
cause of contention, and conferring upon its temporary holder’ 
as much misery as as that of the possessor of the ‘‘ Bottle 
Imp.” ‘ At'length it falls to the ground, and is, perhaps, 
quietly carried off by its original owner; whilst the hungry 
disputants continue snarling and fighting among themselves, to 
the amusement of human bystanders. 

Precisely similar has been the conduct of the “gas per- 
formers” at Liverpool, and matters now appear to be in the last 
or snarling stage of the dispute. Mr. Kitchen’s committee is 
not only out of all time, but out of all keeping; the scribe of 
the ‘‘conjuring-box,” the would-besecretary, the London tester, 
| the London lecturer, the London meter-makers, ‘‘ wet and dry,” 
and lastly, the London ‘‘ milk-and-water” oracle, are all at 
|“ loggerheads ” about their failure, meanwhile that the much- 
maligned gas company takes the affair very coolly, and gathers 
|up its own without ‘comment. The sublime has passed away, 
,and now we are arrived at the ridiculous. The “ milk-and- 
|water” oracle falls foul of his confrere of the “ conjuring- 
box;” the “‘ dry” meter dilates angrily upon the “ wet;” 
| the London tester is “ ” with the London lecturer, and 









his unkind effort to shut up the shop of the “ would-be secre- 
tary,” 
‘common incident, which, for the sake of fair dealing, we should 
| be very sorrow to interrupt; as Lucius O’Trigger remarks, 
“tis a very pretty quarrel as it stands.” From the “ day-' 
dream” of being secretary, Mr. Flintoff has descended .“‘ to 
‘see that the public have the quantity of gas consumed accu- 
rately recorded,” and ‘‘ to furnish a meter register in which 
shall’ be entered the quantity of gas consumed every month 
throughout the year,” and to do a great many other things at 
ithe moderate rate of from “‘ 1s: to 2s; per quarter ’— 
‘« Which certainly seems monstrous cheap, 
, And for the money quite a heap, , ' 
_. -»; As every man would buy with cash or sense.” Se 

We congratulate the gas consumers of Liverpool upon the 
attainment of-so desirable an acquisition, and trust they will 
|“ mark the address,” as it will then be of very little conse- 
‘quence whether they have a wet or dry meter, or whether 
in fact, they have any meter at all; whereas, if they are to 
‘remain “ in statu quo” until the respective ‘‘ dry and wet 
champions” have, like the Kilkenny cats, ‘‘ eaten each other 
|up,” they may never live to witness the end of the contest. 


- The London lecturer, or.‘‘ wet man,” had, it appears, ex- 
| pressed an unfavourable opinion respecting the experiments of 
'the’London tester, or: ‘‘ dry man,” as for the purpose of dis- 
|tinction we’ must: call him; the dry man immediately takes 
‘fire; and, burning with all the energy of a lucifer-match, rushes 
‘into print, and gives to the world the following as the results 
‘obtained by him in operating in the presence of Mr. Chad- 
wick, the principal manager in Mr. Edge’s establishment, 
upon a new five-light wet meter manufactured by Mr. Edge 
in 1855, No. 59,557. He tells us :— 


4¢1, That the meter could be overcharged to the extent of 


fast. ‘ ree ! ’ 
«2. That water could be drawn off to the amount of 13 per cent. slow, 


making a clear variation of 30 per cent. pete 
“3, That the whole of the gas could pass without registration.” .» ' 

“ What the London lecturer will say to this, after his previous 
declaration that the same meter varied only from ‘‘ one and a 
half to two per cent.,” we of course cannot guess ; but it would 
seem that, even according to Mr. Taunton, the Liverpool wet 
meters are not worse than the London ones; so that he might 
have found work “‘ nearer home ;” and it will no way surprise 
us to’ learn that, ‘‘ en revanche,” the London lecturer finds the 
London dry meters quite as capable of passing “ unregistered 
gas ”°as.Mi. Edge’s wet one has proved in the hands of the 
London tester.~- It is well known that a wet meter sufficiently 
“ tilted,” or a dry one turned “ topsy turvy,” will both cease 


| 


17 per cent. 








,enough to assert that either of these positions are proper ones 


testy 
/makes a wide shot at dam. with a very “ long ratige,’’‘ in‘ 


The whole thing is an excellent example of a very’ 


_| The ‘21 “overcharged are said to have contained 664 cubic 





_to register correctly; but no one will, we apprehend, be silly 
ito test the’accuracy of the respective’ instruments. Apropos 
‘of *Mr. ::it is not a little curious that he is the very 
individual who, a few years since, upset the “‘ patent” of} 
‘Messrs. Croll and Glover, under which the pet instruments 
of the London tester are supposed to be manufactured. 

, {Writers generally admit that there are two difficulties con- | 
nected with the use of the pen—“ how to take it up, and when 
to lay it down.” Mr. Taunton has a good deal to learn in both 
respects, but more especially in regard to the latter. Not) 





‘content: with reports and letters relating to his wonderful | 


doings, he thinks proper to dispute our conclusion that the’ 
** slow and fast meters” at Liverpool were about in the ratio 
of.‘ six to half a dozen;” and with the most consummate | 
wisdom publishes a long table of “testings,” which, as we) 
shall presently show, puts the correctness of our assertion be- 
yond the shadow of a doubt; whilst it not only “ props up,” | 
but thoroughly establishes, the “‘important” fact, that there’ 
cannot have been in all Liverpool a single “ incorrect meter in| 
actual use;” for, with an evident desire to find one, Mr. 
Taunton nowhere hints even at the existence of such a pheno- | 
menon. With a very natural predilection for the ‘‘ loaves and: 
fishes,” he makes an argumentative appeal to the ‘‘ quartern | 
loaf.” This, though consistent enough in some respects, has, 
we venture to hint, nothing to do with the allegation charged 
against the Liverpool Gas Company. . That company is charged 
with making enormous profits by defrauding its customers ; 
but, if it gives on the one hand what it takes on the other, it; 
is absurd to talk of fraud to the customers; and even Mr. | 
Taunton’s ‘‘ doughy” illustration proves nothing more than 
his own ignorance of ethics. Yet we cannot in conscience 
charge Mr. Taunton with the authorship of this gross appeal. 
to the. stomach, since it has occurred to us that these kind of 
arguments: come from another quarter. Like the Vicar of, 
Wakefield, we recognise our ‘‘ venerable friend ” in the “ cos- 
mogany”’ of Mr. Jenkins. . ‘‘ The world is in its dotage,”’ and 
we have a dim recollection concerning ‘thirsty souls ” and 
other alimentary expletives, that quite exonerate the ‘‘ London: 
tester” from the manifest stupidity of referring to so equivocal 
a simile. ‘Nor is there wanting further proof of the gentle 
stimulus of another hand in Mr. Taunton’s composition, as 
witness the following passage :—‘‘ When I was ready to test, 
the dry meters (the gas committee thinking I had taken enough | 
wet), Mr. King was from home, and was said by the Gas| 
JourNAL, with what truth wz know not, to be dangerously 
ill,” &c. _Now, who is “‘ we?” Mr. Taunton evidently does not’ 
write on his own behalf alone, and we are curious to know | 
‘where THzy can find any such assertion in our columns. 

But; coming to the main point, how does Mr. Taunton dis- | 
prove’ our assertion concerning the ratio of six ‘‘ slow” to 
half*a dozen “‘ fast” meters? We scarcely know how to) 
warn our readers against the consequences of so ludicrous an. 
exposure. We will, however, say, with the Yorkshire poet, 


* Let those laugh now who never laughed before ; 
And those who always laughed, now laugh the more.” 


Mr. Taunton gives, by way of crushing us, a list of 43 meters | 
‘which he examined in Canning Street, with the following” 
results :— 


,, Absolutely correct... ....eeeeeeeee 2 
_ Under charged with water ....... -- 20 

' Overcharged with water ........-+- 21 
Total 43 


But, as one of the latter was overcharged to the extent of only 
one cubic inch, it may very fairly be regarded as substantially 
‘correct; and then we shall have 20 fast to 20 slow, which 
looks"‘uncommonly like “ the ratio of six to half a dozen.” 


inches of water in excess, and the 20 undercharged 469 inches 
too little; therefore the total excess was 197 cubic inches, or 
5°68 ‘pints of water spread over 43 meters, which is 4°58 cubic 
inches per meter. Now, we have tried the effect of over- 
charging a five-light meter with this amount of water, and 
find that it renders the meter one half per cent. fast; there- 
fore the 43 gas consumers of Canning Street may have been 
damaged to this alarming extent ; provided always, that subse- 
quent experiments do not cast a doubt over the accuracy of 
Mr. Taunton’s testing. , Such, then, is the result of the great 
Liverpool ‘‘ hubbub:” , 


“ Mntes parturiunt, nascitur ridiculous mus.” i) 
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‘ The termination of this really empty outcry cannot fail, 
however, to suggest an important’query to the sensible por- 
portion of the gas consumers ‘of Liverpool, who may fairly ask, 
What’ benefit.can a mere méter’ ‘inspector,’ or other similar 
agent, derive from advocating the: interest of any kind of 
meter, whether wet or dry ?+-To’ such .we answer, that, it is 
generally understood meter’ manufacturers allow, a commission 
of from 12s. to'15s. upon'tlie sale of a three*light meter? and 
more in proportion, according to the size of}the' instrument 
disposed of. - Now, so long as the practice continues, it must 
be evident that the office of’ meter-tester to a large town is one 
open to undue influences, which throw the value of his legitimate 
earnings quite into the shiide.' ~ Fancy, for instance, a com- 
mission of 15s. each upon ‘30,000. meters, and then contrast 
the sum total with the trifling salary accorded to the official 
occupant : it’is as Lonitend Street to a rotten filbert in favour 
of corruption. 

The whole question at issue hetmeets these snarling meter 
vendors is, however, a very simple ‘matter, and quite amenable 
to the laws of ‘‘ Cocker.” Whatido their’ instruments ’ re- 
spectively cost? how much will keep them in order? and how 
long will they last comparatively. with respect to each other ? 
That they can be equally tampered with by dishonest.individuals 
is well known and proved by the exertions of the meter-niakers 
themselves, exactly as was done by*Mr. Hobbs and the lock- 
makers. That they are equally durable has not, however, been 
attempted to’ be proved; and herein resides the snbstantial 
difference. One manufacturer of dry meters has offered to 
maintain his own meters in an efficient state for twenty*years 
at an annual cost’ of 5 per cent.» He evidently, therefore, 
regards twenty years as the limit of durability’; and since. in 
that time he would have recived']00 per cent. on the original 
cost of the meters, or in other words, the price of two meters 
besides the interest, it follows that, as regards the public 
pocket, a dry meter lasts but ten years; but wet meters 
really last more than twice that period, and that, too, without 
any sensible amount of repairs ; indeed, it is quite common to 
see meters in full.and efficient use at the present day with 
the Crosley badge of 25 years ago upon them. This fact 
really settles the whole matter, and there sooner or later it 
must end. 





LIMITED LIABILITY. 


Tue determined efforts made by the Government to press the 
Limited Liability Bill through Parliament, showed that they 
considered it to be one of the most important measures of the 
session.. It seems strange, therefore, that a measure deemed 
by them of so much.value should have been hurried forward 
without a deceat: allowance of time for its due consideration. 
The’ amendments, nevertheless, made in the Lords, and ’re- 
luctantly consented.to by the Commons—on the understanding 
that ‘the act must undergo revision next year—prove that 
their lordships were fully aware of the difficulties that would 
have attended the operations of the bill as sent to them:from 
the Commons. It is much to be regretted that when adopting 
this new principle in commerce, which, by a little maceuvring, 
may be applied to all mercantile concerns whatsoever, the 
Government, and those who were anxious to improve the 
measure, did not attend more particularly.to what has been 
successfully practised in France by the Sociétés Commandité. 
Each of those societies is directed by a responsible head, who 
is answerable to the public to the full amount of all his wealth, 
and he. looks to,.the shareholders for the fulfilment of their 
individual responsibilities, to enable him to meet the aggregate 
demands upon’ himself.’ The want of such a responsible head 
is the great deféct.of the Limited Liability Act, which. is so 
contrived as to avoid serious liability to the directors and share- 
holders, and to limit in an equal degree the confidence of the 
public. ) 

The object sciiamnila to be accomplished : was to give per- 
sons possessed of comparatively small amounts of money the 
opportunity of investing lucratively in joint-stock companies, 
without incurring any risk beyond the amount so deposited ; 
but among the first conditions required before provisional’ re- 
gistration can be secured, it is necessary that at least three. 
fourths of the shares shall have been subscribed ; consequently 
the far larger portion of the advantages will,’ ‘for the first few, 
years, be confined to those who take an active part in the pro- 
motion ‘of ‘the companies. An onerous’ condition like this; 
imposed on the first steps of progress, will; present a serious 
obstiicle,” and‘few undertakings of any magnitude will be based 


-would readily accept. 
‘knowing that the responsible manager possessed the power of 





on such | a system: Opportunity is, indeed, afforded for getting 
up‘a :number; of petty partnerships that would not pay the 
expense * of; working the cumbrous system of directors and 
government supervision. Our legislators seem to have been 
chiefly influenced ‘by the desire to protect tradesmen from the 
companies; they. are calling’ into existence. They had, no 
doubt, a wholesome’ dread of the smash that followed the rail- 
way mania."}The measures for protecting the public, however, 
are very, imperfect,; whilst the interests of the shareholders 
themselves: have'been neglected. In joint-stock companies, 
as hitherto‘ constituted, there has been the assurance that men 
of known’ wealth and respectability, appointed as directors, had | 
their interests and responsibilities so strongly staked in the) 
concern that they would not, for their own sakes, neglect) 
their duties. In the companies formed under the provisions 
of the Limited Liability Act, there would be no such assurance. 

The names of several men of influence and distinction might 
be set forth as directors whose actual liabilities might- not 
amount to more than £10 each. The appointment at the 
head of such a company of a managing man of known wealth, 
and respectability, and business capacity, who would be in- 
terested to the extent of all he possessed in the prosperity of 
the undertaking, would be a guarantee to the public which they 
Creditors would be satisfied with that, 








compelling the shareholders to pay up their subscribed capital. 
Such’ a mercantile concern would freely receive the credit it 
required, .as it would possess all the elements of stability— 
ample wealth and skilful responsible management... But, turn- 
ing from the interests of creditors to the interests of the share- 
holders, there is still greater cause to regret the non-adoption 
of the French system of management. Active and skilful | 
conduct of affairs cannot be obtained without sufficient induce- || 
ment. In large companies, indeed, in which the chairman 
and directors are allowed ample salaries, in addition to having 
invested in the concern the director qualification number of 
shares, this inducement is provided, though inadequately ; but 
in the class of small companies proposed to be called into 
existence by the Limited, Liability Act, the remuneration by 
way of salary to the directors would be too small to ensure an 
efficient management.» Under such circumstances we should 
be inclined to suspect that the. activity of directors would be | 
stimulated: by. indirect: practices, and that the funds. of. the 
shareholders would,be. in’ some other manner applied, to — 
up the required ‘stimulus. ‘The act, indeed, declares that ‘‘n 
loan of ,mdnéy{shall:be made by. any such company to any} 
shareholdér, therein ; and. if any such loan shall be made to a 
shareholder,the directors who shall make it, or who shall assent | 
thereto, stiall: be jointly, and: severally liable tothe’ extent of 
-such loan, ‘and interest for all debts of the company contracted 
before the repaynient of the'sum so lent ;’’. but the extension 
of liability under.suchecircumstances would be very inadequate 
protection. Directors know how ‘‘to make things pleasant” i 
to one another, and would: not: grudge an extension of their | 
liabilities for mutual advantages. 
The introduction of the principle of limited liability in part- | 
| 
| 








nership is, indeed, an important event in the commercial 
history of this country, and we wish it had been presented in | 
a form better adapted to ensure general acceptation. -Thie 
crude shape in which it has been squeezed through Parliament } 
will, we feel assured, prevent it from meeting with ‘a favourable 
reception. The principle of limited liability, so reasonable in| 
itself, has worked very successfully,in-France; and it ought, | 
therefore, to be at least equally beneficial in a country where 
capital is more abundant. « In} the.Code: Napoléon , there. are 
measures prescribed for combining: individual responsibility 
with’ limited; liability,. but. no,trace of such precautions are 
observable‘in the Lirnited, Liability Act. «.. The Ministers seem 
to think they fulfil the conditions of a paternal government by! 
simply calling out to the public : to take care. It is ludicrous 
to see,the extreme : precaution observed in requiring the new} 
companies «to: declare : their limited liability. The words are | 
to’ be conspicuously printed, and evidently have, in the minds 
of the Ministers, a signification synonymous to the word 
“‘ DANGEROUS! ” They. say,to the English public, “ We are} 
extremely anxious to introducethis very preposses sing stranger | 
to your notice; he has many capital points, and, if cautiously | 
treated, you may make a good thing of him. We caution you, | 
however, that he is not.to be trusted, and we. haye coinpelled 
him always to go about — the word ‘ dangerois’ : printed } 
conspicuously front and back.” .. . ey vee i vit 
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ENCOURAGEMENT OF INVENTIONS. 

Tue questions of further amendment of the patent laws, and of 
devising some means of rewarding more effectually than at 
present scientific and ingenious men, have been more than once 
brought under consideration by the British Association for the 
Advancement of Science ; and, at their last meeting in Glasgow, 
the subject was again discussed, both on bringing up a report 
from a committee appointed at the preceding meeting, and on 
the reading of a paper proposing additional amendment in the 
patent law. At the meeting of the association in Liverpool 
last year, the president, Lord Harrowby, commented strongly 
| on the want of proper remuneration for scientific labours ; and 
it was principally in consequence of his remarks that the com- 
|mittee was appointed for the purpose of adopting such mea- 
‘sures as might seem desirable towards rendering the funds 
| raised from inventors, in the shape of fees for patents, available 
as rewards to meritorious: inventors, and for the advancement 
| of practical science. The committee, however, have done no- 
|thing beyond making a report, to the effect that the adminis- 
‘tration of the new patent law presents material obstacles to 
| efficient progress, as the chief weight of the business is thrown 
| on the law officers of the Crown, who have so much on their 
| hands as to be unable to give sufficient attention tothe subject. 
| We confess we do not perceive the force of the reasoning which 
| seems to have operated on the committee in inducing them to 
do nothing because the Attorney and Solicitor Generals have 
{too much to do. The committee have set a sorry example, so 
| far as effort is concerned, and we must be satisfied with the 
| expression of their opinion, that it seems but reasonable, if 
| funds be levied on inventors for recognising exclusive property 
|in inventions, that such funds should, ‘ as far as possible, be 
|tmade available for the encouragement of inventors and the 
advancement of practical science.”’ 

In the discussion on the patent law, which took place in the 

mechanical section, nearly every speaker was in favour of fur- 

'ther facilities being given for obtaining patents—the reduction 
|in the amount of fees and the other advantages granted by the 
|| amended law being spoken of merely as an instalment of what 
|is due to those who add, by their ingenuity and scientific 
labours, to the stock of mechanical knowledge. Among those 
| who contended most strongly for increased facilities in granting 
| patents were Mr, Fairbairn, the well-known engineer, and Sir 
David Brewster. The former announced that at a recent meet- 
|ing of British jurors at the Paris Exhibition, it was unanimously 
|| decided that something should be done to give greater facilities 
‘for the encouragement of invention, and also for the reward 
|of the cultivators of science. Mr. Fairbairn further stated, 
| that at a meeting in Manchester on the subject of the patent 
law, ‘‘ a large majority were of opinion that we should have in 
| patents, as in Manchester manufactures—free trade ; and we 
| were unanimously of opinion that £5 was quite a sufficient sum 
|for a patent. They thought that, although a great number of 
|useless patents might be obtained, yet, after all, they would 
give encouragement to every description of invention; for, 
| though some might not be applicable to the purposes first in 
| view, yet they might suggest valuable ideas.”’ 

Sir David Brewster took still higher ground in asserting 
ithe claims of inventors. He maintained not only that patents 
| should be given gratis, but that a bounty should be paid by the 
| Government for every invention, however seemingly fruitless. 
|No patent, he affirmed, could be said to be entirely worthless. 
| The first endeavour to supply a want might be imperfect, but 
jat last others were attracted to the work, and the seemingly 
fruitless idea became the germ of a useful invention. 
| The discussions that have been raised in Manchester, in 

Glasgow, and in other towns, on the existing defects of the 
| patent law, evidently indicate an intention to bring the subject 
again before Parliament next session, with a view to give fur- 
|ther facilities in obtaining patents. The question materially 
| affects the interests of all who are engaged in manufacturing 
|pursuits; and it becomes daily of more importance, as the 
facility already afforded by the amended patent law is increasing 
,the number of private monopolies at least fourfold beyond the 
|proportion under the former law. Nor is it a question that 
ican be hastily disposed of in ad captandum speeches on the 
right which every man has to the produce of his own brains, 








invectives against monopolies, uttered by those who, like Lord 
Granville, would abolish the grant of patents altogether. 








| considered, as at present, merely asa purchasable. commodity, 
‘pesca to an assemblage of inventors; nor by sweeping procurable by any who will pay the fees, 


The title to the possession of land, or the right to property in| 
the funds, will not bear comparison with the abstract right 
which a man has to a thing which has been called into exist- | 
ing by the labour of hisown mind. The fact, too, that the | 
thing he has created adds to the welfare or comfort of mankind, | 
gives a greater claim to the protection of society. It seem, there- | 
fore, an outrage on justice and a violation of the obligations of | 
law to deny protection to property of this kind. so acquired, 
unless the protection be sought as an act of favour, and is | 
specially paid for. Yet such is, in truth, the treatment in- | 
ventors meet with in all civilised countries ; for, if they make 
known their inventions before they are patented, any one may | 
rob them with impunity. It is no difficult matter, therefore, | 
to make out a strong case, and to excite. public sympathy in 

their behalf. 

We are not disposed to diminish the claims of inventors; | 
nay, we would even hold, with Sir David Brewster, that not | 
only ought they to have patents granted to them gratui- | 
tously, but that they ought also to be rewarded for their | 
inventions. But we are stopped at the threshold by the | 
practical difficulty of determining who is an inventor. Among | 
the numerous applications for patents that are every week | 
announced, it is quite evident, on merely looking at the titles | 
of the alleged inventions, that in the many improvements said | 
to have been made in the same thing, there must be several | 
that are very similar, if not identical ; and if any class of spe- | 
cifications be examined by persons conversaut with the pro- | 
gressive advancements made and attempted in that particular | 
branch of manufacture, it will generally be found that the | 
supposed inventions are either repetitions, in ignorance of 
what has been previously tried and found to be useless, or | 
else fraudulent modifications of the inventions of others. | 
Among the many provisional specifications of inventions con- 
nected with gas lighting, for example, which appear in every 
number of our JourNaL, we may venture to assert that very 
few, if strictly examined, would be found to possess much 
claim to novelty. 

Most of the inventions claimed, indeed, only profess to be 
“improvements”’ of some known apparatus or process of 
manufacture; and it frequently requires very nice discrimination 
to determine whether such improvements merit to be called 
inventions. Even in cases where real improvement is effected, 
it often happens that the advantage gained is produced by | 
means so simple and almost self-evident, that it does not des | 
serve to be placed in the same category with an invention | 
depending for its successful operation on the new application | 
of a scientific principle. In endeavouring, therefore, to reward | 
inventors and to encourage useful inventions, the first thing | 
required is to ascertain whether the claimants of patents de- | 
serve the name of inventors; and, if so, what are the relative 
merits of their inventions. In the Patent Law Amendment | 
Bill, as originally introduced into Parliament, an attempt was | 
made to determine the first question by the proposed appoint- 
ment of a number of qualified examiners, whose duty was to 
have been the careful examination of every application for a _ 
patent. That valuable provision was afterwards expunged, 
owing to the notion that it would have required a host of 
examiners to do the work effectively, and from the fear of in-' 
fluence and prejudice in their decisions. The increased facility | 
for obtaining patents has consequently been extended, without | 
any real check to their multiplication for the same inventions, 
The conflicting claims to which this state of the law must give | 
rise, will prove a serious injury to the poor inventor for whose, 
advantage the increased facility is professed to be granted, for it, 
would be in vain for him to contend in a court of law with a 
powerful competitor. The adoption of the plan recommended 
at the Manchester meeting, of granting patents to all applicants, 
would, in fact, be a curse instead of a boon to inventors. 

What is really wanted, for the sake of inventors as well as 
for the public interest, is the restriction of the number of 
patents to those only who deserve them, rather than an increase. 
When the claims of the meritorious have been ascertained by 
careful and impartial examination, then let the patent be granted 
as a reward for ingenuity and scientific acquirements, to be 
held in estimation as an honorary distinction, instead of being 








THE METROPOLITAN COMMISSION OF SEWERS. 


No one, we imagine, will doubt the inherent abstract right Ar the meeting of the Metropolitan Commission of Sewers, 
which every one possesses to property created by himself. | held in the beginning of last week, Mr. F.O. Ward wound up | 
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| his series of ‘personal attacks upon the head engineer of the 
board, by a direct charge upon the professional capacity and 
personal character of that gentleman. Of course a public 
| servant like Mr. Bazalgette, filling an office of great import- 
ance, and in receipt of a handsome salary, must be exposed to 
the attacks and animadversions of the class of eager and ex- 
pectant place-hunters. Latterly, also, the public has had such 
frequent opportunities of witnessing the tactics of the College 
of Health school—we beg pardon, the Board of Health tribe 
'—and vulgar abuse, impudent quackery, and confident asser- 
| tion, have so often been allowed to be introduced into what 
| should have been scientific discussions, to allow us to feel 
| much surprise at Mr. Ward’s recent exhibitions. There is a 
limit to all things, however ; and the conduct of this eccentric 
member of the commission has at length become so extraordi- 
nary, that it behoves all parties connected with any branch of 
engineering science to protest against the insults to common 
sense which he appears to delight in inflicting. 

In a case like that of the personal attack upon Mr. Bazal- 
gette, who was selected from a numerous body of candidates 
on account of his known capacity, experience, and character, 
| an impartial person would naturally inquire who Mr. Ward is, 
or what he was? Report says that he was a medical practi- 

tioner in one of the Midland Counties. This would not inca- 
pacitate him, of course, from being able to form an opinion 
upon the broad general principles of a system of drainage ; 
but until the organisation of the College—we mean the Board 
—-of Health, it was considered that it required the exclusive 
study of nearly a life to enable a man to form an opinion of 
value upon subjects connected with hydraulic engineering, one 
of the most complicated and abstruse branches of a very diffi- 
cult profession. In former days, the great French satirist 
laughed very justly at the abstract idea of making a good 
architect out of a bad physician ; and at all times the saying, 
| “* ne sutor ultra crepidem,” has been held to be true. Our 
“ new lights,” however, think differently ; and Lord Palmerston 
and Mr. Chadwick, after laying down the maxim, that because 
| aman was an eminent engineer he could not be entrusted 
| with important engineering works, have thrust Mr. Ward 
| forward into positions in which he has been inevitably led to 
| expose his presumption and ignorance. 

From the commencement of his office-seeking career, in 
fact, Mr. Ward has been the thick-and-thin advocate of all 
the absurd nonsense of stoneware-piped gathering-grounds, 
soft-water supply, self-cleansing sewers, combined works, and 
back drainage. ‘More than, perhaps, any other of Mr. Chad- 
wick’s corypheea, he has popularised the application of nick- 
names to the opponents of the mischievous systems forced 
‘upon the country by the modern place-hunting philanthro- 
pists, and has given currency to the substitution of convenient 
verbal formule for the study of natural laws. Men like Lord 
Palmerston and Mr. Chadwick find their objects well served 
by both these tricks, and it is not to be marvelled at that they 
| should use a man who really answers their purpose remarkably 
|| well. The wonder is that the public should not see through 
,this system of quackery, and that.it should allow men of such 
very shallow pretensions—professors of doctrines so manifestly 
-absurd—to be thrust upon them; equally great must be the 
responsibility of Lord Palmerston in forcing such evident 
‘quacks into situations wherein they can only do mischief, and 
impede the action of more competent and more experienced 
‘authorities. That the public is at length becoming aware of 
the mischief effected by the trio of Palmerston, Chadwick, and 
«| Ward, is to be suspected from the publication of the very well- 
written report by Mr. Deputy Peacock to the corporation of 
\London. Unfortunately, this arrives too late to place Mr. 
Ward in his proper position in the existing Commission of 
‘Sewers; and, unfortunately also, Lord Palmerston has asso- 
ciated with him too many other tools of the place-hunting 
‘school, to allow him to be kept in order by the common sense 
‘or the scientific acquirements of the remainder of that body. So 
Mr. Bazalgette, having made himself obnoxious to the stone- 
‘ware-pipe gang by his able exposure of their errors and of the 
inevitable results of their system, has been singled out by Mr. 
| Ward for personal attack, and for abuse in season and out of 
| Season. 

That Mr. Ward is profoundly ignorant of hydraulics must 
| be evident to any one who reads his last letter to Mr. Stephen- 

son, in which he states, amongst other things, that Mr. Roe 
had discovered the fact that a pipe receiving water from various 
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[termediate junctions would discharge more water than a pipe 











supplied only from the head. This may or it may not be true; | 
and if Mr. Ward had taken the trouble to study the “ Raccolta 
d’ Autori che trattano del moto dell’ acque,” published in Florence, | 
1765, he would have seen that many of the conditions of the 
flow of water he alludes to had been ably discussed nearly a) 
century ago. Bossut, De Prony, Eytelwein, Robison, Young, 
Playfair, D’Aubuisson, Bellanger, Poncelet, Webster, and a’ 
cloud of other well-known and esteemed authors—by eminent | 
engineers, at least, if not by official quacks—have also exa-| 
mined the various conditions of the flow of water in pipes, and || 
long since elucidated the facts which appear anomalies to such 
men as Mr. Ward. Again, he claims, as a discovery of Mr. 
Roe’s, the observation that during a shower of rain the whole| 
quantity which falls does not at once reach the sewers or sub- 
terranean drains, Really, Mr. Ward must believe that nobody 
ever reads the works of authors upon meteorology or hydro- 
logy, or at least he cannot do so himself, or he would have | 
found the various conditions of this law discussed by authors | 
who wrote before either he or Mr. Roe was born. Evidently | 
a man who knows so little of what has hitherto been written | 
upon the subject he pretends to discuss, cannot be a safe guide, 
nor can his assertions weigh against the clearly-expressed opi- | 
nions of such men as Stephenson, Cubitt, Hawksley, Bazal- || 
gette, and Haywood, who have devoted long lives, great talent, 
and profound knowledge, to the study of the profession in| 
which they have attained such deserved eminence. 
Our remarks have been confined simply to the personal | 
question of Mr. Ward’s right to intermeddle in these discussions, 
and as to his mode of doing so. As to the merits of the ques- 
tion at issue between him and Mr. Bazalgette, it might be pre- 
mature to speak until the latter gentleman has replied to the 
indecent attack. Our object is to warn the public against the! 
blind guides lately attempted to be foisted upon it. Directly 
the complete series of documents connected with this affair 
shall be in our hands, we will return to its investigation. In | 
the meantime, we protest energetically against the tone, the | 
manner, and the nature of Mr. Ward’s attack upon Mr. Bazal- || 
gette. It is characterised by an intemperance and a degree of || 
passion, which are as little creditable to the heart as the so- 
called arguments of Mr. Ward are to his understanding. 

















Correspondence. 


RONALDS’ AND RICHARDSON’S “ CHEMICAL 
TECHNOLOGY.” 

Srr,—In the excellent review of Ronalds’ and Richardson’s 
‘“* Chemical Technology,” published in your last number, there is 
an error, which, though of little importance in itself, requires, I 
think, a word or two of comment to illustrate its origin. 

Towards the close of his remarks the reviewer makes the follow- 
ing observation with regard to errors:—“ Among these we may 
notice, as more immediately connected with the information de- 
rived from our columns, that in the table at page 576, &c., the 
name of Mr. Evans is incorrectly given as the authority instead 
of that of the author of the ‘ Chemistry of Gas Lighting.’ Now, 
in point of fact, no such table has ever been given either by myself 
or by Mr. Evans: the honour or disgrace of the thing, be it what it 
may, rests entirely with an individual named Hughes, the author 
of a compilation denominated “ A Treatise on Gas- Works.” 

This person has purloined part of a table published, as you justly 
remark, “upon my authority,” and which may be found “in ez- 
tenso”’ at page 304 of the Journax or Gas Ligutina for April, 
1852. Having taken as much as suited his purpose, Mr. Hughes 
appears then to have exercised his knowledge of the third rule of 
arithmetic upon the stolen goods, though for what useful object he 
has done so I cannot conceive (as the result is totally destitute of 
interest), except, indeed, we are permitted to conclude that he in- 
tended to multiply the sum total of his piracy into one lasting 
column of disgrace. | 

It fortunately happens, however, that but little mischief has been | 
done in the present instance, since the talented authors of the 
‘* Chemical Technology ” have in another place, at page 701, quoted 
the original table from the columns of the JournaL or Gas) 
LIGHTING ; and the mere circumstance of this duplicate publica- | 
tion sufficiently shows how little identity, in their opinion, exists 
betwixt the sophisticated compilation of Mr. Hughes and the table, 
of Mr. Evans, published on the authority of 

Tue AvuTHor oF THE “CHEMISTRY OF 
Gas LIGHTING.” 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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MR. EDGE AND MR. TAUNTON, 

S1r,—As, no doubt, some of the readers of your valuable} 
JOURNAL are also readers of the Gas and Water Times, allow me | 
to refer to a statement in the last impression of the latter, made | 
by the corporation gas-meter prover, under the head of ‘ Gas| 
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Meters, Wet and Dry;” wherein it is said that I witnessed the 
most important experiment made by that individual, viz., “ the 
passing of gas through the water without registering.” It is quite 
true gas can be so obtained, but to do so Mr. ‘Taunton violated 
the very principle of that most ingenious instrument, the wet gas 
| meter, y placing it in an improper position, whereby he unsealed 
the chambers of the wheel; now, I contend, this was not a fair 
experiment. Again, the other two experiments were performed 
with the meter improperly placed, and therefore no proof what- 
ever. 

I must now say, Mr. Taunton told me, that when the meter in 
question was properly fixed it was { per cent. slow, and that he 
‘could not possibly make it fast; also, under the same circumstances, 
so little water could be brought over the discharge pipe, that he 
could not make it much slower (say 1 or 2 per cent.) before it 
| affected the lights. 
| One would have thought, as Mr. Taunton has taken such great 
‘pains to show his disinterestedness for any particular meter, he 
‘would at least have stated fairly and honestly the faults I have 

alluded to. 
Gas Apparatus and Meter Works, 
| Westminster, Nov. 9, 1855. 


MR. WARNER AND MR. TAUNTON. 

Srr,—I take the earliest’ opportunity of replying to a letter 

published in the last number of the Gas and Water Times, in 
| which I am charged by Mr. Frederick Taunton, meter-prover (or, 
‘as he is sometimes dubbed, M.P.) to the City of London, with 
| grossly deceiving the Liverpool public, and in which he also denies 
the whole of the statements I made in a lecture delivered by me in 
that town on the 8th ulto., without troubling himself to ascertain 
what those statements were; and he attempts to prove these 
assertions by first stating that a meter manufactured and sent by 
|Mr. Edge to him, and which meter was tampered with by him 
|instead of being honestly tested, was one that I had lectured upon 
at Liverpool. -'This is false; I lectured upon no particular meter. 
I had a Crosley’s, a Smith’s, and one of Edge’s there, and pointed 
| out the advantages and defects of them all. The following are the 
important results which our M.P. says he obtained from Mr. 
|Edge’s meter, and are, I presume, samples of those obtained at 
Liverpool. 

| “ First—That the meter could be overcharged to the extent of 
|17 per cent. fast.’ This result is obtained by tilting the meter 
| backwards. It is an old trick. 
| “ Secondly—That water could be drawn off to the amount of 
13 per cent., making a clear variation of 30 per cent.” This 
,model meter-prover accomplished this by an equally dishonest 
| trick as the former, viz., that of tilting the meter forwards. This 
movement of the meter, if practised by the consumer, can be 
heavily punished. 

| The last trick of this individual, who was employed at Liverpool 
‘to test and give an impartial statement of the condition of the 
meters there, was about as sensible as attempting to fill an in- 
verted measure. In fact, it was the same; for this meter-prover 
tilted the meter so back that the measure could not be filled, and 
‘the gas passed away without being measured, just the same as any 
liquid if attempted to be poured into a measure when in an inverted 
' position would run from it and be lost. - So much for this vaunted 
| glory—which ought to be the author’s shame—of tampering with 
a just instrument to the extent of 30 per cent. 

The next paragraph must be translated into plainer English be- 
fore I can have anything to do with it; but, as some of your read- 
ers may have the advantage of me in this respect, here is the para- 
graph for their edification :—‘“ It appears to me that Mr. Warner 

| is wholly unacquainted with the water-meter, or he would not have 
|| attempted to deny that the water took the place of gas, and that 
' gas displaced the water—thus causing a most fearful variation.” 
Bah! What trash! The question, whether I am the (late) Captain 
Warner of long-range notoriety, I can answer; and, to gratify the 
curiosity of the readers of the Gas and Water Times,:T will do 
' so. Iam not, thank Goodness, that person, who, I believe, departed 
this life some few months ago; but I trust our M.P. will find my 
range sufficient for him. . 
| ‘The next paragraph which comes in order I can deal with, as it 
| is this :—* I come now to another point in Mr: Warner’s lecture, 
| viz., that temperature in a water-meter makes no difference in regis- 
| tration.” If by this is meant, that I denied the fact that tempera- 
| ture affected the measurement of gas, it is false, as false as the other 
| paragraph in the letter, and the writer must know that it is. - What 
|, I said was as follows :—“ The late meter-tester to the (Liverpool) 
| gas committee, in his evidence before that committee, said the tem- 
| peratue—I presume he meant that of the atmosphere around the 
meter—has greater effect on wet than on dry meters, because it 
causes the water to become hot.” It is scarcely possible to imagine 
|, cither a greater blunder or one which might have been more easily 
avoided if the subject had only been thought about, or a little 
common sense used. - As he-has given, in connection with this para- 
graph, some results obtained from proving a meter at a sugar re- 
finery in Liverpool, I must inform your readers how this meter was 
proved. A dry meter was the standard, which was immersed in a 
«bucket of cold water. As this truthful and careful,experimentalist 
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afterwards said in his evidence before the gas committee, that a dry 
meter is not affected by temperature, I should like to. know why 
that dry meter was placed in a bucket of water, and what the tem- 
perature of the water was, and also whether any allowance was 
made for difference in temperature in registering ' the’ result, and 
what that difference was. As this person talks in a very learned 
way about cubic-inch measures, it may add to his reputation 
if I make your readers acquainted with the very. philosophical 
apparatus which he took to Liverpool for the purpose of measurin 
the quantity of water put into and taken from the meters tested. 
The apparatus was, I believe, obtained from the Duke of Marl- 
borough, or at any rate it had graven on it either that ‘distinguished 
person or some such military character, with a sword in his hand— 
not the sword of justice I should think—and upon a high-mettled 
charger, with all the etcetera belonging not only to such a person, 
but toa London publican and pewter pint-pot; and that is the 
article which our scientific M.P. used previous to Mr. Edwards, of 
the Liverpool Gas Company, suggesting the use of doctors’ mea- 
sures, such as tea and table spoons; but, as the hint was lost upon 
our poor M.P., the Gas Company took compassion upon him, and 
lent him what he had so often talked about, but never acknow- 
ledged to whom he is indebted for the use of, cubic-inch measures, 

There is another remark of our M.P’s which I cannot let pass 
without encouraging him in his personal conceit, although I feel | 
that I am trespassing upon your space. -As he says, “I very 
wisely waited till he left Liverpool before I attempted to go before 
the Liverpool public, and deny what he had stated as the results of 
his experiments,” I must tell him, and that too with all due 
deference to his civic dignity, that I really am not afraid of him, | 
although in Liverpool he was 

“ Drest in a little brief authority ” 
by the committee of inquiry, and now 
“ Plays such fantastic tricks ; ’’ 

but will again prove to the Liverpool people, if he will bear the ex- 
pense, the truth of my own assertions, and the falsehood of his, 
and then give him an opportunity to reply. Unless he will do this, 
or, in addressing any one again upon this subject, he is more 
courteous and gentlemanlike towards myself, I shall not condescend 
to notice any of his impertinent trash, and thus bring him into 


note. 
London, Nov. 9, 1855. W. J. WARNER. 


| Register of New Patents. 


563.—Cuarxzs Iirre, of Birmingham, in the co. of Warwick, ma- 
nufacturer, for ‘* Improvements in the manufacture of metallic rods, 
bars, and tubes,” Provisional protection only obtained. Dated 
March 19, 1855. 
In making iron tubes, a cylinder or billet is cast, either in pig iron 
alone, or in a mixture of pig-iron and wrought-iron scrap, which can 
be afterwards rolled out to any desired length upon a mandril; and 
for bars and rods, a cylinder or billet is first made in wrought iron, 
and then this billet is filled with cast iron, and the whole is rolled out 
together. For tubes of other metals, which may be drawn or rolled 
cold, the billet is charged with lead or other soft metal, wax, fat, 
soot, or liquids, to be ards melted out. 


643.—Hznry JoszpH Morton, of Leeds, in the co. of York, gal- 
vanized iron merchant and contractor, for ‘* Improvements in the 
construction of gasholders or gasometers.” Provisional protection 
only obtained. Dated March 29, 1855. 
It consists in the application or employment of corrugated sheets of 
iron, zinc, copper, tin, galvani iron, or galvanized tinned iron, or 
other suitable corrugated metal, for the ey of forming and con- 
structing gasholders or gasometers (inst of the present mode of 
constructing them of plain or flat sheets of iron, or other metal), 
whereby a considerable saving in weight and cost is effected. 


755.—Lovis AmBroise Micuet Movcuet, of Paris, France, and of 
, 166, Fleet Street, London, merchant, for ‘* An improved method of 

Jointing pipes, tubes, and ducts,’’ Patent dated April 4, 18565. 
According to this invention, the abutting ends of the pipes, tubes, &c., 
to be jointed together‘are formed with flanges thereon; the flange on 
one end of the said ends being at right angles to the pipe, and the 
flange on the other of the said ends being inclined thereto, or forming 
as it were a single thread ofa screw; a we is formed in one of 
the abutting ends, into which is inse a washer of indiarubber, 
or other suitable elastic material; and a projection is formed on the | 
other of the abutting ends, which fits into the groove and against .the 
elastic washer. A loose collar, with two or more clip-hooks, is fitted 
over the two flanges by means of a bayonet joint ; so that, by turning 
the collar partly round, the clip-hooks will be made to act against the 
inclined flange, and thus force the abutting ends of the pipes, tubes, 
&c., together, compressing the indiarubber or other flexible washer 
between them, and producing a tight joint. By turning the collar in 
an opposite direction, the pipes, tubes, &c., will be disunited. When 
it is not convenient to form the flanges on the ends of the pipes, tubes, 
&e., they may be formed on supplementary pieces, which can be fitted 
to the pipes, tubes, &c., in any convenient manner. 

The claim is for the jointing of pipes, tubes, and ducts, in the 
manner described. 


877.—Jonn Cuartes Pearce, of the Bowling Iron-Works, near 
Bradford, in the county of York, engineer, for ‘* Improvements in 
making the joints of pipes and other articles.”’ Patent dated April 
20, 1855. 




















This invention relates to the use of rings or other shaped packings 
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made of corrugated metal or other material for making steam, air, 
gas, or water-tight joints of pipes and other artic¢les.;, 

: The claim, is for the application and use of corrugated packings 
for making the joints of pipes and other articles, as described.. 


881.—Craupe Laurent, Vicror ,Mavnice, civil engineer, of St. 
Etienne, Loire, France, for ‘* Certain improvements in carbonising 
mg! — in apparatus to be employed therein.”’ - Patent dated'April 
, . D , . , 
This invention rests on the principle of introducing air into the oven 
between the charge of’coal and the vault or roof in the form of 
ascending jets, and at a sufficient height, that the gases alone may be’ 
burnt without.the coke being attacked. ae 
To carry-this’ principle into effect, the air is caused to arrive in the 
the oven exclusively by a series of channels inclining upwards, and“ 
passing through the haunches of the vault or roof by means of bricks 
of a particular form or construction. era ate < r 
‘The invention may be*applied"to the various forms of. ovens at 
present in use, with’ or without heated soles or floors, by modifying 
the forms of the bricks in'a suitable manner. ss 
The same construction may be applied to an oven with a heated. 
floor, by adding the’ netessdry flues‘ or galleries for conducting the 
flame under the floor, and‘closing the connection between the gallery” 
and the space under the floor. » ‘This construction of furnace or coke, 
oven with the cone of air'gives very advantageous results, and avoids 
the loss occasioned by the combustion’ of a portion of the coke in the’ 
ordinary coke ovens. The! ascending jets of air may be applied to 
coke ovens’of the ordinary forms, = 
The claim is for— - y . ’ 
1. The introduction between the charge of coal and the vault or 
roof of the coke oven of. a series of jets of air directed upwards to- 
wards the top of the oven, and-at such a height as not to infringe 
upon the charge as described, le ae 
2. The constructing coke ovens with bricks or voussoirs formed 
with inclined air passages or channels directed upwards towards the 
top of the oven, as described. “td 
3. The particular construction of a circular coke oven, with ascend- 
ing air passages arranged and combined. . . 


989.—Wiut11am Basrorp, of Penclawdd, Glamorganshire, engineer, 
for ‘‘Improvements in purifying coal gas, and for obtaining a residuum 
therefrom, which may be used as a pigment or colour, or for other 
useful purposes.” Dated May 3, 1855. _ Provisional protection only 
obtained. ‘ 

This invention has reference to an improved method of purifying coal 


|gas by charging a chest or vessel with charcoal, peat, or other like 


substances, and heating the same, and causing the gas after it leaves 
the retort to pass through the said chest or vessel, heated and charged 
as aforesaid; by which process the gas is freed from noxious matters, 
becomes more pure, and contains greater illuminating power ‘than 
gas purified in the ordinary way ; and, at the same time, a residuum 
is left that may be used as a pigment, or colour, or for other useful 
purposes. : ; 


929.—AvcustTEe Epovarp Lorapovux Bettrorp, of 32, Essex Street, 
Strand, London, patent agent, for ‘An improved gas regulator.” 
Patent dated April 5, 1855. “eae 
This invention consists in a certain arrangement of an inverted float- 
ing cup, upon which the gas acts to control the opening of the induc- 
tion or regulating valve; combined with the application to the said 
cup of an air spring, or its equivalent, for the purpose of increasing 
and diminishing the resistance of the said cup to the pressure of the 
gas, as the pressure’ in the pipe increases or diniinishes by reason bf 
a less or greater consumption, or otherwise, whereby a desirable and 
uniform pressure on the burners is at all times maintained. » 
The patentee considers the regulator to, possess advantages over 
others in common use in its extreme simplicity and small cost of con- 
struction, while it is as effective as the rest; and claims for—. . . 
The arrangement of the inverted cup so that only the upper side or 
exterior is exposed to the pressure of the gas, and the under side or 
interior is exposed to the atmosphere; when this is combined with 
the application to the cup of the air spring, or its equivalent substan- 
tially, as and for the purposes herein set forth, - 
967.—Witt1aM ‘Jounson, of 47, Lincoln’s-in-fields, in the co. of 
Middlesex, and of Glasgow, in the co, of Lanark, N.B., civil en- 
gineer, for ‘* Improvements in regulating the pressure or flow of gas 
or fluid bodies.””.. Patent dated April 30, 1858. « .. ‘ 
The said invention relates to various modifications of apparatus for 
regulating the pressure of gas or fluids flowing through pipes or pas- 
sages by means of a valve, which is adjusted by the action of the gas 
or fluid itself; the chief objects of the improvements being the obtaih- 
ment of an ifcreased adjusting power, so ‘as to overtome any tendency 
of the valve to’stick ; as, for’examiple, by the accuniulation of gas tar 
as deposited by. illuminating’ gas, for .regulating which the apparatus 
is more particularly designed, .- According to one modification of the 
gas-regulating ‘apparatus, the gas is admitted into a suitable vessel by 
a pipe or duct which projects inside the vessel, anid, the’ mouth of which 
opens upwards or laterally, iand has a weighted’ ,valve, applied to it, 
tending always'to closé it. The induction pipe is forined ‘at its mouth 
with a deep annular groove, ‘which is partly filled With *mercuty, or 
with an amalgum of mercury and lead ; and the rim of the valve, which 
is shaped like an inverted cup, is arranged ‘to dip’into this groove. 
The vessel in which the regulator valve is ‘placéd;*is finighed with a 
moveable cover, which cin ‘be raised by the internal pressure of’ the 
gas, but which is connected to the vessel by a liquid joint, to prevent 
the escape of gas. ‘This cover is loaded according to the pressure at 
which it is wished ‘to maintain ‘the gas, and it'résts or presses down 
upon an arm formed upon the regulating valve, the, valve-piece being 
set upon a knife edge, at a’point’betweén the val¥érand the end of the 
arm, in such a manner that'whien the cover “vf tlie regulator vessel 
‘sinks, it causes the induction pipe to’ be further opened by tilting up 
the valve-piece. The gas passes off to thé buriters:by.a pipe com- 











municating with the regulator vessel, and in reaching it the gas has 
to pass through the regulating valve. When the burners are all shut, 


off, and the gas has no egress, the valve becomes as far closed as it | 
can be; but a small notch is made in the descending rim of the valve, | 


so as always to allow a sufficient quantity of gas for one burner to 
pass through, so that there may be no difficulty in lighting the gas, 
and so setting the apparatus in action. All danger of the vaive stick- 


ing to the mouth of the inlet-pipe is avoided by the liquid connec- | 


tion between the two. According to another modification of these 


improvements, the valve-piece is arranged to turn on a knife edge on | 


one side of the inlet-pipe, and is acted upon on the other side by a 
lever set-upon a knife edge, and connected to the cover of the regu- 
lator vessel. ‘The lever is so shaped and arranged, that when the 
valve is closed: (all but the small orifice through which a supply of 
gas for a single burner can pass), and when it is most liable to stick 
from the deposition of gas tar at the mouth of the inlet-pipe, it is 
acted upon by a projection on the lever very near its centre of motion, 
so'as to have sufficient lifting power upon the valve; whilst, when 


the valve is opened a short distance, it is acted upon by a projection 
yap H 


on the lever at a greater,distance, from its centre of motion, and is 
thereby prevented from being unsteady in its action, as it would be 
were the lever to act with as much power throughout as when the 


valve is nearly closed. , According to a third modification, the lever , 


and valve-piece are both formed with weights, situated some distance 
above the knife edges, on which they turn, so as to quicken and in- 
tensify their movements wheh_they are turned to cither side. In 
addition to this, the valve is, connected to a small piston, which fits 
loosely in a vessel nearly, filled with water or other liquid, and by the 
resisting action” of the water prevents the valves from moving too 
quickly or suddenly. 

The claim is for— ° 

1. The general arrangement and construction of apparatus or means 


for regulating the pressure or flow of fluids or gases, as hereinbefore | 


described, 
2. The application and use in gas or fluid regulators of a cup valve, 


arranged to cut off the supply of gas by dipping into an annular} 


groove partly filled with mercury or other suitable liquid, and sur- 
rounding the mouth of the inlet-pipe or aperture. 

3. The systems or modes of setting the valves and other moving 
details of gas or fluid’ regulators upon knife-edged centres, so as to 
work with as little friction as possible, , 

4. The hereinbefore described systems or modes of constructing the 
actuating details of gas or fluid regulators to act with increased power, 
or with increased momentum, when the inlet-valve is closed, or nearly 
olosed. , 
2345.—Witi1aM Basrorp, of Penclawdd, in the co. of Glamorgan- 

shire, for ‘* Improvements in the purification of coal gas, and for 

obtaining a residuum therefrom.’ Dated Oct.19, 1855, Provisional 

protection obtained by filing a complete specification. we 
This invention has for its object an improvement in the purification 
of coal gas, and for producing a residuum therefrom ; and the method 
I adopt is as follows :— 7 sie 

The coal gas is prepared in the ordinary manner, either by iron or 
clay retorts, or otherwise; and the gas so made is caused to pass 
through vessels or apparatus charged or filled with any of the various 
charcoals, and heated; but charcoal which is made from wood is pre- 
ferred, which is previously immersed in a strong solution of lime- 
water for a period of not less than fifteen minutes, and which will be 
afterwards termed prepared charcoal. The proportion of the lime to 
the water is about 1 cwt, of lime to 100 gallons of water, or such pro- 
portion as is known to chemists under the term of saturation. The 
prepared charcoal, placed in the vessel or apparatus hereinafter de- 
scribed, is to be heated to a temperature which in practice is found to 
be most suitable when the vessel or apparatus attains a heat between 
a dull and a bright red, which vessel or apparatus may be fixed in 
the generating oven with the retorts, or in a separate furnace. The 
vessel or apparatus for containing the charcoal is made of cast iron, 
with a round bottom and perforated top, having partitions to divide 
the same into separate compartments; these partitions are alternately 
fixed and loose—the fixed partitions having a hole or space at the 
bottom, and the loose partitions fitted close to the bottom of the appa- 
ratus, but having a space open at'the top, so that the’gas can be made 
to pass up and down theseveral chambers in the apparatus, alternately 
over the loose partitions and under ‘the fixed partitions. : The per- 
forations made at the top are large enough to allow the loose partitions 
to be:drawn out when the vessel,or; apparatus is required to be 
emptied, or for filling:the vessel with charcoal after the loose partitions 
are réplaced, when wanted for use. “At one end of the vessel is at- 
tached a short D-shapéd’ flanged pipe, with a mouth-piece,: into 
which the pipes leading from the retorts are fixed, either vertically or 
horizontally, as may'be ‘required. * There is also a short D-shaped 
flanged,pipe at the otherend of the vessel or apparatus, to which is 
attached the outlet-pipe leading from thence, by the hydraulic main, 
to the gasholder.*  - 4 tery ; 

The'way'to, prepare charcoal*is to put a quantity of lime into a 
vessel, and.pour upon it a sufficient quantity of water until it is pro- 
perly saturated ;: it is then allowed to settle, and having put intoa 
basket, sieve, or perforated véssel, the charcoal required, it is im- 
mersed. therein until the charcoal is well saturated, and allowed to re- 
main about fifteen minutes; the vessel is then filled, andall the aper- 
tures in the top are sealed down, when it is ready for use. The gas is 
now.caused'to,pass from the retort’into the vessel or apparatus heated 
as before described, when a chemical action takes place, by which the 
gastisfreed‘from impurities,and causes the deposit of a residuum, 
which foriis’a pigment or colour. The gas thus purified then passes 
into the,hydraulic main, and from thence into the gasholder. When 
the vessel or apparatus is required to be emptied, the covers over, the 
apparatus tre removed, the sliding partitions drawn out, and the con- 
tents raked’ out’ through the ‘mouthpiece, to which a door or covér'is 
fixed when the vessel is in use. A residuum is now found to be ob- 


























240 THE. JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING 


[ Nov. 10, 1855. 





tained from the gas, and is deposited in the apparatus, which may be 
used as a pigment or colour. The result of the process herein 
described is found to be that the gas has become more purified, and 
contains more illuminating power than gas made in the ordinary 
manner. 

The claim is for— 

1, The separation of the impurities from gas made from coal by 
| passing the gas through charcoal saturated in lime-water and heated 
|as described; and, 

2. For the formation or deposit of a residuum derived from the gas, 
|as in hereinbefore described, that may be used as a pigment or colour. 


PROVISIONAL PROTECTION 

| HAS BEEN GRANTED FOR THE UNDERMENTIONED INVENTIONS. 

2238.—Joun Henny Jounson, of 47, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, in the co. 
of Middlesex, and of Glasgow, North Britain, gentleman, for ‘* Im- 

| provements in apparatus for consuming smoke, to be applied to lamps 

| and gas-burners.”” Oct. 6, 1855. 

'2107.—Pierre Gépton Barry, of Gray Town, in the French empire, 
chemist, for ‘* Improvements in treating bituminous shale, boghead 
mineral, and other schistous bodies, in order to obtain various com- 
mercial products therefrom.” Sep. 18, 1855. 

1405.—Wituiam Cartwricut Hotmes, of Huddersfield, in the co. 
of York, gas engineer, for “ Improvements in the manufacture of 

| gas, and in apparatus employed therein.” June 20, 1855. 


PROVISIONAL PROTECTION 
GRANTED BY THE DEPOSIT OF A COMPLETE SPECIFICATION. 
2345.—Witiiam Basrorp, of Penclawdd, in the co. of Glamorgan- 
shire, for ‘* Improvements in the purification of coal gas, and for obtain- 
ing @ residuum therefrom.’ Oct, 19, 1855. 


NOTICES HAVE BEEN GIVEN OF INTENTION TO PRO- 
CEED WITH THE UNDERMENTIONED PATENTS. 

{| 1909.—JosepH GitbeRT Mantin, of Newark, New Jersey, in the 

United States of America, now of London, for ‘* Improvements in 

|| preparing cerlain oxides of iron for use, and for apparatus to be em- 
ployed therein.” Aug. 23, 1855. 

| 1992,—Witiiam Armanp Gitpzs, of 4, South Street, Finsbury, 

|| gentleman, for ‘‘ Improvements in the production of carburetted hy- 

| 

| 








drogen gas,’ Sep. 3, 1855. 

1356.—Epwin Lopez, of Mirfield, in the co. of York, manufacturing 
chemist, and Georce MaksuAtt, of Huddersfield, in the same co., 
chemist and druggist, for ‘‘ Certain improvements in the production 
of animal and vegetable naphtha, ammonia, and charcoal ; and also for 
the evolution of the carburetied and olefiant gases therefrom.”’ June 
13, 1855. 

1405.—Wiiiam Cartwricut Houmes, of Huddesfield, in the co. 
of York, gas engineer, for ‘‘ Improvements in the manufacture of 

| gas, and in apparatus employed therein,’’ Tune 20, 1855. 

| 1423.—Jacon Ben ’Jamin, of Leadenhall Street, London, for ‘* Jm- 

provements in apparatus for the manufacture of gas.’ June 21, 1855. 

| 2345.—Wiuitam Basrorp, of Penclawdd, in the co. of Glamorgan- 
shire, for ** Improvements in the purification of coal gas, and for ob- 
taining a residuum therefrom.” Oct. 19, 1855. 





Miscellancous News. 


| ° ‘T’ \q ‘ TT! 
LIVERPOOL TOWN COUNCIL. 
Tvespay, Oct. 30, 1855, 

Ata Special Meeting of the Council, held this day, the following 
report from the Special Committee on the supply of gas was read :— 

“ The special committee appointed by the council on the 6th of June, 1855, to 

inquire into and report on the state of the gas supply in the borough, and 
other matters connected therewith, report— 

“ That, as a preliminary step to their inquiry, your committee requested the 
attendance of the representatives of the Guardian Society, in support of the memo- 
rial presented to the council by that society. ‘The Gas Company were also informed 

| that they might, if they thought fit, appoint a person to attend the inquiry on their 

| behalf; and that, in order to obtain the fullest information on the matters referred 
to them, your committee would thank the company to permit their officers to give 
evidence thereon. 

“ After attending two meetings of the committee, and fully acquiescing in the 
proposed preliminary arrangements, tie officers of the Gas Company, in obedience 

| to aresolution of the directors of that company, withdrew from the inquiry, which 
has accordingly been conducted in their absence; and it is a matter of much regret 
to the cemmittee that they were thus deprived of those means and favilities of 
obtaining that information on the subjects referred to them which the officers of the 
company only could afford, The correspondence with the officers of the Gas Com- 
pany, and the resolution of the directors, &c., are set out in the minutes of the 
proceedings of your committee, which, together with the notes of the evidence 
taken in the course of the inquiry, are herewith submitted to the council. Your 
cominittee also caused to be delivered to about 1600 persons, selected indiscriminately 
|from the parliamentary list of voters, a series of questious bearing on the matters 
{referred to them; and they herewith submit to the council the replies received 
| thereto, together with an analysis of the various complaints thereby made. Your 
peceme as, sa directed their attention to the various points embraced by the reso- 
| lution of the council seriatim, aud now report thereon in the following order :— 

“I. As to the state of the gas supply in the borough of Liverpool. 

“ This branch of the inquiry includes the following matters :—The charge made 
|| for gas ; the meters used by consumers; the quality of the gas; and the loss occa- 

sioned by the supply of gas to the suburban districts. 

“1. With regard to the charge now made for gas, it appears, from the evidence of 
| about forty consumers, selected indiscriminately, that, notwithstanding the reduc- 
| tion made in the price of gas on the lst of January last, from 4s. 6d. to 4s. per 10)0 
| cubic feet (rather more than 11 per cent.), the bills delivered by the Gas Company, 

and actually paid by those consumers, were larger in amount than the bills for the 

corresponding period in previous years; this increase varying from 10 to 50 per 

cent. upwards; and this although no additional gas had been consumed by them. 
| That in some instances consumers had been charged for more gas than the quantity 
| indicated by their meters, the opus being ascertained (as stated in the bills) by 
|‘ computation’ on the consumption of previous periods; and in more than one 
| instance consumers had been charged for gas by ‘ computation’ where no gas what- 
| ever had been used on their premises. 
“ With respect to the meters, by which the charge for gas is computed, your com- 








| 
| supplied by the Gas Company, who charge the consumer a rent for their use, whic 
| rent is stated by many of the witnesses to be exorbitant. 


} 





mittee find that they are,in the majority of cases, manufactured and ary j 
\ 


** The meters in use are of the description called ‘ wet meters,’ the accuracy of 
which depends in a great measure on their being fixed atanaccurate level, and being 
properly charged with water; and they require frequent examination and adjust- 
ment, in order to guard against errer caused by the constant evaporation of the 
water, and the meters themselves getting out of level, The evidence before your 
comunittee shows that this examination and adjustment have been much neglected by 
the company’s servants, some of whom professed their ignorance of these requisites 
for correct registration. 

“ In order to ascertain the correctness of the meters, your committee obtained the 
services of Mr. Taunton, the gas-meter inspector appointed by the corporation of 
London under the powers of a local act in force there. This gentleman submitted 
his test meters to the officers of the Gas Company, who, after careful examinations, 
approved of them, as well as of the mode of test adopted by him, and he was accom. 
panied by an officer of the Gas Company during every test he made. Between 309 
and 400 meters, selected indiscriminately, were examined, and only one or two found 
correct; many meters had been examined and adjusted by the company’s servants 
immediately before being examined by Mr. Taunton, but were, nevertheless, 
incorrect. 

“* Very few were properly charged with water, and the numbers overcharged and 
undercharged with water were about equal. It appears, from the evidence of Mr, | 
Taunton and Mr. Clegg (the latter a gas engineer, and ee by the Board of 
Trade in gas matters, and who fully approved of the mode of testing adopted by Mr. 
Taunton), that an overcharge of water causes the meter to register more gas than j 
passes through it, but that the undercharge of water has the contrary effect ; and | 








that the fact of the meters being out of level produces similar results. It also appears 
by Mr. Clegg’s evidence that gas of au inferior quality passes through the water with 
greater rapidity than good gas; and he, in a great measure, attributes the increase 
of the gas bills since January last to this fact. 

** With respect to the illuminatirg power of the gas, it may be remarked that, | 
previous to the lg tion of the c ies, the standard of the gas consumed in | 
Liverpool was 21 wax candles; but, by the act of amalgamating the two companies, | 
the standard was reduced to 18 candles ; and it is stated in evidence that on reducing | 
this deterioration of quality (equal to 12} per cent.) into a money value, the public | 
have lost since the period of amalgamation about £92,000. The standard directed | 
by the Amalgamated Companies’ Act does not prescribe the rate of combustion of 
the candles, which it is alleged by some should be properly 144 grains per hour, and , 
y others ouly 123 grains per hour. Under these circumstances, the gas now sup- \| 
plied has not been tested. Some complaints were made of the decrease in the '| 
illuminating power of the gas, Many of the witnesses expressed themselves satis- || 
fied with its quality, and others stated that the quality had materially improved |! 
since the commencement of your committee’s inquiry. \| 

“ With respect to the loss produced by the supply of gas to the suburban districts, Ht 








it should be observed that the company’s act authorises them tosupply gas to avery | 

extensive district, comprising Liverpool, Toxteth Park, West Derby, Everton, Kirk- | 

dale, Walton, Bootle-cum-Linacre, Litherland, Great Crosby, Wavertree, Allerton, 1} 
and Garston ; and it is believed the company have not exceeded these limits. There || 
can be no doubt, however, from the evidence before your committee, that the supply |, 
of gas to the districts situate at a long distance from the places of manufacture, even | 
at the maximum price of 4s. 6d. per 1000 cubic feet, is not remunerative to the com- 
pany, and entails upon the consumers nearer the places of manufacture a very serious 
charge to counterbalance the loss upon the supply of distant districts, and to enable 
the company to derive, as they are legally entitled to, a dividend of LO per cent. upon 
the capital expended in the extension of their mains and other works necessary for 
the supply ofthese distant localties, 

“It appears, too, by the evidence of Mr. Clegg. that the quantity of gas lost, 
through leakage and otherwise, by the extension of the mains to those outlying dis- 
tricts, amounts to twice as much as the profits the company make by the supply of || 
gas, which loss he calculates to be at least 20 per cent.; and states that he arrives at | 
this conclusion from the information he obtained when engaged on behalf of the 
Commissioners of Woods and Forests in the Liverpool gas inquiry in 1847, and by | 
comparing the quantity of gas registered by the meters at the places of manufacture | 
and those used by consumers. It would be difficult to define the exact distance from | 
the works at which the supply of gas ceases to be remunerative; but there is no 
doubt that distance from the manufactory, the paucity of consumption, together 
with the high pressure necessary to ensure a regular supply to these distant localities, 
are the main ingredients in this result. To state, as Mr. King does—‘ That consu- | 
mers in the outlying districts are considered to be Liverpool men, and therefore | 
entitled to receive the same liberality as consumers in Liverpool,”—is, in the opinion | 
of your committee, a most unsatisfactory reason fur imposing this unjust burthen 
upon the last-named class of consumers. 

“ Your committee have arrived at the conclusion— 

“ That, taking into consideration the overcharges made from incorrect registration 
of meters, the present price of gas is far tov high. 

“ That the meters in use are generally of imperfect construction and erroneous in 
their registration, and that there has been gross neglect and carelessness on the part 
of the company and their servants with respect to the examination and adjustment 
of meters; and that, whether the registration be more or less than the actual con- | 
sumption, the general body of consumers are most prejudicially affected by such | 
inaccuracy. 

“That the quality and illuminating power of the gas supplied is variable, and 
that the standard quality prescribed by the act of Parliament is uncertain and | 
inefficient. \| 

“ That the supply of gas to the suburban districts entails a serious charge to the || 
consumers nearer the works; and that the principle of supplying both classes of con- || 
sumers at the same price is most unjust, as admitted by the company in the dis- 
tinction they made in the charge since the Ist of January last; and that separate 
accounts should be kept of the expenditure and receipt in each of the townships or 
districts named in the act. 

“* Your committee here call attention to the instructive evidence of Mr.Macdonald, 
late secretary to the promoters of the Guardian Gas Company’s Bill, with reference 
to the various reduction: in the price of gas since 1844, at which time the price was 
7s. per 1000 cubic feet. It is deserving of remark that the reductions which have | 
been made from that price to the present price of 4s, per 1060 cubic feet, were all 
made under pressure from without and threats of competition, and that the consent | 
of Parliament to the amalgamation of the old companies was based chiefly on the | 
allegation that the cost of management would be thereby reduced; a result which 
has not, however, been attained; for it appears that the cost of mamagement of the 

Liverpool Gas and Coke Company, in 1848, was..eecesse. £4,259 
Liverpool Gaslight Company....coscsececcss-sntsece cere 4,585 


Together......cccccoccccccce £8,844 

The cost of the management of the present amalgamated company has been— 
1849 (first year after amalgamation) .....e0-eessseeeee. £15,769 
is 16,367 
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1852 .... seccsccceeececess 14,223 
1853 ... ° - 13,373 
1854 ..rerereccee seeeee eeese - 14,028 





“II, Your committee find that the capabilities of the present company to supply | 
the increasing demand for gas depend entirely upon the amount of ‘ capital at the | 
disposal of the company ;’ and they regret that, owing to the refusal of the Gas Com- 
pany to permit their officers to afford any information, the only evidence your com- ; 
mittee have received on this subject is that of Mr. Beloe, the accountant appointed | 
by the recorder; under the act of Parliament, whose information is derived solely 
from his efficial annual examination of the accounts. 

“ The act of Parliament authorised the company to capitalise the following amount, 
bearing dividend at £10 per cent.:— 

1. Capital raised by the two companies previous to their amal- 
gamation ...... PoOrrreeerrr err rererererrr errr eT TTT Te rir ee 

2. 2210 additional shares.of £25 each .... 2.2... cevcceresccccess 

3, And also so much of the sum of £159,837, to;be raised by the 
sale of additional shares of £5 each, as should not consist of 
premium ; as each of these shares would entitle the holder to 
a dividend of £10 per cent. thereon, or £2. 5s., it is fair to 
assume they would produce £50 per share, and thus the 
capital, bearing dividend at £10 per cent., to be so raised, 
may be fairly estimated at .........0seccactseseeesvescence 


£123,750 0 0 
55,250 0 0 


79,918 10 0 
—_—_—— 











Probable amount of capital bearing dividend at 10 percent.... £558,918 10: 0 
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“ The amount 1 as p on the sale of the above-mentioned addi- 
| tional shares was to be expended in extensions and improvements, and not to form 
part of the capital entitled to dividend. 
| “The company were also authorised to borrow £100,000 on bond or mortgage, 
; and to form a reserve fund equivalent in amount to £3 pcr cent. on the capital 
| bearing dividend. 
| “* When the fund amounts to £3 per cent. on the capital, the interest thereon is to 
| 





|| be applied to any of the general purposes to which the profits of the company are 
| applicable; and where there are surplus profits after the whole of the rese: ved fund 
| remains invested, and a dividend of 10 per cent. has been paid to the proprietors, a 
| proportionate reduction is to be made in the price of gas. : 
| | “« [t appears from Mr. Beloe’s atatement on the 30th of June, !854, that the capital 
| raised by the company was— 
| Amount paying dividend at 10 per cent........... £469,414 5 8 
| Amount received as premium ., ne 100 783 0 0 
1] Borrowed on bond.... 61,400 0 0 
£631,597 5 8 
625,215 15 5 
| Leaving a balance unexpended of.........+seee08 £5351 10 3 
|| _ “ It may be here observed, that on every report he has made on the : cconnts, Mr. 
| Beloe has expressed his opinion that the company were not acting fairly by making 
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| Of which had been expended........ .ese00+ 





| calls on shares whilst the borrowing powers were unexhausted ; and that the reply | 
|; Should pass into the hands of a board of nine direetors, three of whom to be ap- | 
| pointed by the council, three by the consumers, and three by the bondholders; but 


|| of the company to this remark has been, that they exercise their own discretion on 
|, the subject. : ‘ 

“ Iu addition to the capital appearing to have been expended on the wo.ks, it may 

| be mentioned that the late Liverpool Gaslight Company, previous to the year 1845, 


| expended out of their annual receipts a large sum of money in works, instead of | 


| properly applying it; and that their application to Parliament in that year for powers 
|| to capitalise £193,190. 7s., which included the amount so expended, was refused, 


| except as to £150,000 portion thereof; and, in computing the actual cost of the gas- | 


|| works, the balance, £13,190. 7s., should in strictness be added to the amount of | 


|| capital actually disbursed, 


“ It also appears that the company are owners of a large quantity of land, which | 


borrowed at four per cent., involving an unnecessary loss of £1360 per annum for 
interest. 

“ Assuming the capital of the company already raised, and to be raised, to be as 
above stated, there can be no doubt that the company are capable of supplying the 
increasing demand for gae. It is stated by Mr. Clegg, as the result of a most 
careful and elaborate calculation, that works capable of supplying the present and 

| future demand for gas, including mains, &e., could be constructed for £300,000, 
and that the outlay «f this amount would enable a company to supply gas, of a 
quality superior to that now used, at 3s. id. per 1000 cubic feet, and pay a dividend 
| of 10 per cent. on the outlay. i 
“III, As to the system of management by the Gas Company and its cost, your 
committee regret that, owing to the refusal of the company to permit their officers 
to give them any information, they are unable to report more than that, by the 
| accounts in Mr. Beloe’s reports, the salaries in 1850 amounted to £6046, and in 1854 
to £6182 ; and that the law charges, office charges, turning off lights, and bad debts, 
| have decreased since }852. The supervision over the company prescribed by the 
act, and vested in the auditor, is very insufficient ; and it isa matter of much re ret 
that powers are not given for the appointment of an inspecting engineer on behalf of 
the consumers to examine the works, as well as an auditor to examine the accounts. 
| Your committee conclude, from the evidence before them, that the management of 
| the company, so far as respects meters, fittings, &c., is very unsatisfactory; and that 
| the charges made for men’s wages in ‘ fittings ’is universally complained of. 
| * Your committee would here remark on the anomalous position in which the Gas 
| Company stand with their customers, as respects the quantity of the article supplied 
by them—the fact being that, inasmuch as the company manufacture and profess te 
regulate the meters by which they sell is measured, the correctness or incorrectness 
of that measure is entirely under their control ; while merchants and tradespeople 
are under the control of public officers appointed expressly to test their weights and 
| measures, and are liable to penalties in the event of their being found incorrect. 
“TV, With respect to the income of the company, distinguishing the amount 
received as rent of meters, your committee have to¢rely solely on the company's 
published accounts, in which.no separate statement is given of the rent of meters. 
The following statement shows the gross income of the company from 1849 to 1854, 
and is contrasted with the cost of manufacture in those years :— 


| it is believed is wholly unproductive, the purchase-money for which (£34,090) was 
| 
| 








1849— 91,000 ..cccccececececvcccccsecesceres - ++ £47,000 
1850—102,000 .. 49.000 
1851—106,000 . ‘ 49,000 
1852—112,000 .. ceeeee O1,COU 
USSS—1 18,000 2.0.0 cccccccccccccce-coccceecccce Say 
1854—126,000 00... .ccccccresccccccsccesccc cece D9, 


“Tt will be remarked that the increase in the cost of manufacture from 1849 to 
1853 was only £5000, whilst the increase in the revenue was £27,009; the increased 
| cost of manufacture in 1854 over the previous year is £7000, the increase of revenue 
being only & Mr. Beloe says a portion of this additional cost of manufacture 
| may be attributable to the increase of men’s wages, bnt he can assign no reason for 
| the remainder ; it could not arise from the enhanced cost of coals, as the company 
had been for years, and were then, receiving coals under a contract at 12s. per ton. 
Your committee can only account for this large increase of revenue beyond a pro- 
portionate increase of the cost of manufacture by adopting Mr. Clegg’s opinion, that 
the quality of the gas materially affects the registration of the meter—the more 
inferior the quality of the gas, the greater the a with which it flows through 
the same openings in the meter. ‘This, he thinks, fully aecounts for ail the discre- 
pancy which may have occurred in the registration of the meters, and the increased 
consumption charged to the consumers; and hence, of necessity, the increased 
revenue of the company, withouta proportionate increase in the cost of manufacture. 

« As respects the cost and inconvenience to the public by the breaking up of the 
streets, your committee find, by the evidence of Mr. Newlands, that the average 
cost of repaving over the gas pipes, all of which is paid by the Gas Company, is 
£1382 per annum. The inconvenience arising from this operation is, no doubt, very 

eat, aud must be detrimental to traffic and other matters of public convenience. 

he actual cost, however, amounts to something less than 4d. per 1( 00 cubic feet of 
gas consumed, and is hardly appreciable in reference to the price charged for gas; 
and is, therefore, of little importance in comparison with the benefits of a cheap 
and good supply of gas. Having drawn the attention of the council to the various 
matters involved in this inquiry, your committee proceed to offer such recommen- 
dations as appear to them, under all the circumstances, best adapted to ensure for the 
future, the best and cheapest supply of gas. _ ? : ; 

“ In dealing with this question, the committee keep in mind the large interests 
|| involved, viz., those of the shareholders and those of the public; but.aft:r carefui 
consideration of the facts proved in evidence, and of the strugg'e carried on for so 
many years on the part of the consumers to get the price of gas reduced, and the very 
great difficulties they have had to tend with in plishing that object, they 
'| are compelled to come to the conclusion, that so long as the supply of gas in Liver- 
ool is left on its present footing, no substantial progress in the right direction or 

mprovement can be expected to take place. The supply is at present a monopoly 
| in the hands of a few individuals formed into a company, whose personal interests, 

{as is natural enough, will always be paramount in the management of the estate 
Parliament has entrusted to them; consequently, increased vigilance on the part of 
| the public is required to protect themseives, involving much labour and expense. 
|The committee think the public ought to be relieved from the necessity of this 
|| constant supervision. To propose corrective measures to the company would be 
|| idle, for they are not bound to comform ; and, judging by all past experience, they 
‘| would not conform unless under a more compulsory measure than a recommendation 
|| of the council: competition alone would point out to them the necessity of adopting 
' such measures as would secure not only their own interests, but also the interests 
'| of the public. The very fact of no reduction Se paten having taken place from the 
| month of July, 1845, to January, 1855, a period of 9} years, while there was a re- 
duction of 2s.6d., in 18 months in the years 1844 and 1815, of itself-proves that the 
| public interests suffer where monopoly exists; and the last reduction of 6d, was 
made.at a time when there was another company in course of formation. 
“ The comunittee, therefore, see no grounds for relying on the company for any 
‘| amelioration of the present condition of things, and much less for the continued 
|fexertion necessary to meet the crowing wants of the community, 








“It is very pertinently stated by one of the witnesses, ‘ Seeing the present Gas 
Company have arrived at their maximum dividend, they have ceased to have that 
interest in the introduction of science for the economical working of the ecmpany 
which they would otherwise feel; and to this fact may be also, in a great measure, 
attributed the utter neglect of their duty by the officers of the company in reapect of 
the meters.’ The supply, too, of the outlying districts will continue to be a dead | 
weight on the consumers of Liverpool, which, in addition to the passiveness arising 
from the absence of competition, renders it hopeless to expect that substantial advan- 
tage to the consumers in Liverpool that might and would arise from a more active 
management in regard to improvements in the mode and means of manufacture, and 
from the extended consumption which yearly takes place. This defective manage- 
ment, therefore, entails permanent high prices on the consumers in Liverpool, while 
such prices operate materially in preventing that large extension of consumption 
which a lower scale of prices would induce, and which would contribute so much to 
the comfort of the community ; for it must be borne in mind, that as the price of gas 
is reciuced, it is brought step by step within the reach of the lower classes of society, 
to whom it would be the greatest boon, not only on the score of comfort and economy, 
but as tending to promote a higher standard of morality. Yet your committee, 
having regard to the vested sights of the proprietors, would feel disposed rather to |} 
recommend an arrangement by which the management of the business of the com- 
pany should be transferred to hands who were identified with the public, than thata 
competing compa: y should be supported by the couneil. 

* It has been suggested that the share property of the company should be converted 
into bouds carrying a certain amount of interest, and that the coutrol of the company 


the value of this arrangement to the shareholders and the public would depend on 
the terms of the transfer. With the general! principle of this suggestion the com- 
mittee are disposed to agree, and recommend that the council reappoint the com- 
mittee, with instructions to confer with the company on the subject; and if it be 
found that the company is not disposed to agree to a transfer, or, agreeing thereto, 
that they propose terms which are unjust and unreasonable, then your committee 


would recommend that the couucil erect works of its own, or give its sanction and 
; fi 


active co-operation to any new company which may be formed for supplying the 
borough of Liverpool with gas, as the only mode by which the interests of the public 
can be properly protected. 

‘“* Your committee further recommend that, pending the suggested conference with 
the company, and under any circumstances, the company should be forthwith called 
upon— 

ss l. To make an immediate reduction in the price of gas. 

‘“* 2. To discoutinue the manufacture of meters and the sale of chandeliers and 
similar fittir 

** 3. To consent to the appointment of an inspecting engineer on behalf of the con- 
sumers, to be responsible to the council, with full liberty of access to all departments 
of the works, and with instructions to report thereon periodically ; and, 

“*4. To the appointment of officers, also responsible to the council, to examine 
and adjust the meters on behaifof the consumers; and to test, and from time to time 
report on, the quality of the gas, the pressure at which it is supplied, and on other 
points necessary to ensure protection to the consumers, 

“ JoserpuH KITCHEN, Chairman.” 

Mr. Krrenen said, before moving the adoption of this report, he | 
would request the clerk to read the correspondence that passed 
between the committee and the Gas Company. 

The correspondence, which has already been published in our 
report of the proceedings of the special committee, was then read, 

Mr. Krrcnen begged leave to move the adoption of the report. It 
was so full in detail, that it was scarcely necessary for him to say 
much in addition; but he must direct the attention of the council to 
a few remarks on this occasion. When he first brought this question | 
before the council, he stated that Liverpool was not supplied as well | 
as other large towns in regard to the supply of gas. He also stated | 
there were considerable comp!aints on the part of the consumers on| 
account of various irregularities: and he also stated that they com- 
plained as to an overcharge of bills, for which they could get no 
relief. Now, from the report which had just been read, and from the! 
evidence adduced before the committee, there could be no doubt that! 
all these complaints, which were embodied in the memorial of the| 
Guardian Society, had been even more than substantiated. With| 
regard to the cost of the works in Liverpool, which he stated was| 
£620,000, they found it amounted to £680,000. With regard to the | 
complaints of the consumers, they had found that, while the price of 
gas had been reduced, the gas bills had been considerably increased, 
notwithstanding that, in many instances, they could account for a} 
reduction in the consumption. ‘Therofore, he did think that the) 
result of the inquiry had in every way established everything stated | 
by him. Immediately after the commencement of the sittings of the| 
committee, they invited the Gas Company to assist them in this in-|| 
quiry. The council would be aware that that inquiry was not for the | 
purpose of finding fault with the Ges Company, but for making an |} 
inquiry into the complaints brought egainst them; and therefore the || 
committee had sat in the position of an arbitrator between the con- 1} 
sumers and the Gas Company. Now the Gas Company accepted the 
invitation of the commiitee, and attended two or three sittings; and 
after it was arranged, as the committee thought, that Mr. Clegg 
should be allowed to inspect the gas-works, the company refused 
them the privilege. Their officers oniy attended two meetings; but 
for what reason they withdrew, up to the present time they were at 
alosstoknow. They had issed 1600 circulars to persons in the par- 
liamentary register; but the returns sent in were only 398, In 
making an analysis, they found 360 were favourable to the appoint- 
ment of an inspector of meters; and there were 344 who complained 
of their meters. Now the Guardian Gas Company had offered to| 
supply gas at 3s. 8d. per 1000 feet. ‘The two companies, in order to| 
defeat the application of the Guardian Gas Company for an act of }j 
Parliament, amalgamated; and the committee of the House of Com- 
mons, at the suggestion of this council, reduced the price to 4s. 6d, 
per 1000 feet. This was the price which Mr. Hawksley, the water 
engineer, thought the lowest at which gas could be reduced in Liver- 
pool, if the ** producer was in his senses,’’ as that gentleman expressed 
it. It was supposed the amalgamation would decrease the cost of the 
management of the company; but in 1848 the cost was £8000, and 
in the first year after the amalgamation it amounted to nearly| 
£16,000. The cost of the manufacture of gas in 1849 was £47,000; 
in 1854 it-was £59,000; so that the cost had only varied a few thou- 
sand pouncs; while, at the same time, the revenue had increased 
some £35,000—a fact which clearly indicated that there must have 
been a depreciation in the illuminating power of the gas. He was of 
opinion that the present company was not in a position to supply gas | 
on as fair a principle as a new gas company. (Oh, oh !) ell, he| 
had the testimony of Mr. Clegg, who had offered to lay down pipes. 
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and erect works to supply better gas for £300,000, and to pay en | 
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‘proprietors 10 per cent.,“and charge the ae only 3s. 6d. per 
1000 feet. ' The committee, therefore, wére fully ‘justified in calling 
upon the.Gas Company to reduce the price of gas'to the sum for. 
which it:could be supplied to them by other‘gentlemen. As regarded 
‘the supply of the suburban districts, it was ‘stated by Mr. King that 
it:would be an utter loss to the company. ‘ Now the Gas Company, 
instead of increasing their bonded debt, at. a;lower rate of interest, 
and not their capital, absolutely increased.their capital and decreased 
| their bonded debt. He would move'the adoption of the report; and 
jat the next council meeting, in November,, he should move the re- 
| appointment of the committee, to carry the report into effect. 
| Mr. Ser seconded the motion: *'** +. + 
Mr, Alderman 8S. Houme said ‘it was not his intention to trouble 
‘the council with. any remarks beyond’ stating, that in the report now 
‘brought for their adoption very grave charges were made against the 
‘Gas Company.’ These charges may be correct or incorrect; but the 
report at present was a,mere ex parte statement, and a principle of 
justice required thatthe Gas Company should have an opportunity 
of replying to it.’ (Hear,*hear.)* If the council sanctioned the motion 
made by Mr. Kitchen for the adoption of the report, they bound 
‘themselves to the whole of the charges that had been made, without 
giving the persons charged the opportunity to reply; and, if certain 
things were not done by those gentlemen, the report would bind the 
council to establish a gas company at the expense of the corporation.’ 
| Now he was no gas proprietor, but, indeed, was anxious to have his 
gas cheaper; yet, at the same time, as these charges had been made, 
it was right that time should be given for this council to consider 
these charges, und to make themselves familiar with the report so 
}ably drawn up. It would be impossible, at least in a voluminous 
| report like that, entering so much into minute details, for those who 
had heard that report read for the first time to enter into any argu- 
| ments whatever on the subject. He confessed it was a fact that he 
now felt himself perfectly incompetent to debate the question; and 
| as the object of this couucil, and of the gentlemen who had devoted 
|so much time to this important subject, must be the elucidation of 
truth; and as the acts of the council should be founded always on 
| principles of equity and justice, he thought an opportunity should be 
| given to those against whom those charges were made to’ give to the 
|council, categorically and specifically, a proper reply. ‘He would 
| therefore move, as an amendment, that the report be received; and 
| printed; and that a copy be sent to each member of the council, and 
|also to the Gas Company; and that the report be taken into con- 
sideration at some subsequent meeting of the council, together with 
such reply as the Gas Company may make. “ A os 
- Mr. Alderman Bennett said he had great pleasure in seconding 
| the amendment. > 





Mr. Giapstone would take the liberty of suggesting to the chair-' 
|man of the gas committee the propriety of altering the phraseology of , 
| his resulution, and merely moving that the report be received. | It 
|.would not be fair for the council, considering;that the accused were 
i| absent, to come to any decision on the, matter. He (Mr. G.) quite 
| concurred in the remarks which had fallen from the chairman of the 
}committee; and, as far as he was able to form a judgment, he be- 
{lieved the opinions stated in the; report were fully substantiated by 
|| facts; and these facts had been had from the mouths of some of the 
| most respectable inhabitants,, who, , before the committee, had de- 
| clared their various grievances.. He confessed that no one could haye 
| been more pained than he was on learning the determination of the 

Gas Company to withdraw their officers irom.the inquiry then going 
|forward. It should be bore in mind that the Gas Company had re- 
| ceived their dividends from the use of the, public streets, for a vast 
|number of years, without any pecuniary consideration whatever: in 

point of fact, they were debtors to the public. ‘Find a day for your- 
selves, gentlemen,” was a hard sentence, and.one which the party 
uttering, live as long as he might, would never,recover; and it was 
with great pain that he learned that the Gas Company had with-: 
drawn from the inquiry, and left the committee working for, the 
public interest to find out these facts for themselves, - He felt certain 
that there, was no feeling of animosity onthe part of the gas com- 
mittee towards the Gas Company: the committee merely required to 
get the facts of the case in the best possible. manner; and he could’ 
answer for them that their great object was to do justice, ; In all pro-: 
\bability; the question would come again} before the council; and,! 
“whoever might be in the body,’he did hope that the Gas Company ' 
| would reconsider their determination, avd come to the committee, in 
order that, if the charges were untrue, these charges might be refuted ; 
and that, on the contrary, should there,be, asthe (Mr. G.) believed, 
cause to complain, they should,lend a,friendly.hand to remedy the; 
evil, ‘They were all members of the same community, and it was the 
duty of all to come forward freely and fairly to do all in their power 
for the common benefit. There was a feeling out of doors on this 
question that it would be impossible to quell, at this moment, with- 
| Out some satisfactory explanation. Something should be done; and 
, the assistance of the Gas Company would considerably shorten the 
‘labours of the committee. ag, hw Ss . i 

Mr. Alderman Parker expressed himself,in favour of the, views 

taken by Mr. Gladstone. In 1847 he had been examined before the: 
|| House of Commons on the Gas Bill: and his opinion was then, as. 
| now, that amalgamation was bad, and that: monopolies were bad.* 
The town-clerk would perhaps be able to inform the council.whether 
there was anything in the act of 1847 to bind the corporation, . + 
| . The Town-Ciexk replied that the corporation had certainly ex-, 

hibited great interest in the proceedings, and: had recommended the 
amalgamation, but that there was nothing in the act to bind the 
| corporation in any way. gt ‘ . : } 
|, , After some further observations from Mr. Alderman Parker, .... ' 

. Mr. A, Stewanr said it was the anxious .wish of the committee 
| that every member of the council should,be in possession of a copy, of 
| the report; but he felt called upon to say, thatjthe matters contained 
jin that report were not ez parte statements., He had no objection 
'"? ° 





- 





that the discussion of the matter should be postponed to a future 
say, J “routs — . 
-Mr. Hornby, as 


,.&,member,of the committee, ex) ed his inten- 
tion to vote in favour. of Alderman Holme’s amendment.. Having 
been absent for nine or ten days, he had not had an opportunity of 
seeing the report : there were in it.a great many suggestions in which 
he fully concurred, and some with which he differed.. Alderman 
Holme’s argument. was,’ however, irresistible: they would not be 
acting fairly by the accused if they decided without waiting their 
reply; and the council would not even’be in a position to decide 
without having’ the .opportunity of considering and digesting the 
report. (Hear, hear.). - -- = 

Mr. Cu1nT, as one of the special committee, had no objection what- 
ever to the amendment of Mr. Alderman Holme; but he certainly 
differed with that gentleman in saying that the statements in the 
report were ez parte. On the contrary, every statement was borne 
out by evidence; every statement, he believed, as to matters of fact, 
was sustained by the evidence of respectable parties, either consumers 
of gas or gas engineers and inspectors. It should be borne in mind, 
that if the Gas Company had attended the meetings, as they were 
invited, they would, as far.as the proceedings went, clearly be in pos- 
session of all the facts elicited, and be in a position to gainsay the 
statements in the report, if they could. They abstained from doin 
so, without giving any sufficient reason ; and therefore, to use a leg 
term, they were ‘‘out of court.’’. It should also be borne in mind 
that the public of this vast community were dependant wholly, for a 
supply of that which had become almost as great a necessary of life 
as water, upon the fair dealing of one company; and, as charges 
were made against the company, which he believed were substan- | 
tiated, it became their duty to answer at the earliest —— 
moment. , a , 

, Mr. Brapwey also denied that the statements in the report were 
ex parte, ‘ ' » Blt atttede, 
, After a few words from Alderman Bennett, 

Mr. KitcueEn replied, saying that, go far from the statements in the 
report being ex parte statements, the committee had endeavoured by 
‘all means in their power to,get the best and most correct evidence 
possible, upon which the,council could rely. . He, however, had no 
objection to adopt the amendment of Alderman Holme. It was a 
mode* he ‘had always advocated in’ the council, that of having a 
month’s time for consideration of any important matter before coming 
to a decision, and he would not object to it now. | 

- The amendment was then declared carried, by consent of the sup- | 
porters of the original motion. . | 
THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON THE SUPPLY OF GAS IN | 
Bt etic LIVERPOOL. | 
: Nintu Day.—Seprt. 267s. 
* The members present were, Mr. Kircuen (chairman), Messrs. 
Crosthwaite, Sheil, Bradley, A. C. Stewart, and Clint. | 
+ ‘Mr, Evans, jun., solicitor, and Mr. Reay attended on behalf of the 
Guardian Society. 











Mr. H. C. Beloe, was the first witness examined. In answer to the 
chairman and other gentlemen of the committee, he stated that he | 
had been for the last five years. appointed by the recorder to in- || 
vestigate the accounts of the Amalgamated Gas Company. He did 
not know what capital the company was authorised to raise under 
their present act, as that matter did not come under his supervision ; 
he only looked at the accounts as the company filed them, and those 
accounts dealt with!the capital they had merely raised. The amount 
of capital paid up and ‘subject to dividend up to the 30th June, 1853, | 
was £450,425; and.they received subsequently—but it could not be | 
called capital exactly, because it was for sale of land and works in | 
Dale Street—£18,980. That sum was added to the capital account ; 
but it’ was not divided capital; it‘did not bear dividend. ‘They had 
not called up anything during 1854, but they had received in addition , 
to the £450,000 called up, £100,783 for, premiums for shares sold to | 
the ‘public..* He did not exactly know what sum the company had} 
power, under the act.to,borrow, but it was very much larger than the | 
amount they had borrowed." ‘ ‘ ye 
. ;The [Town-Cierx said‘ that they had power to borrow £100,000, || 
and of that they had borrowed £45,000. . . . {| 
+’? Mr, Beloe believed that that was the case, and he thought he had |, 
mentioned in all his reports that he considered it unfair to the public | 
‘that calls should be’ made while the borrowing powers were un- } 

| 


exhausted. #- * ww 64 4 
+ Mr. Suri: Does the £100,783 constitute part of the £450,000? 
* Mr. Beloe: Nov at all;* the’total capital, including the bonded debt | 
and from all} sources, is £631,000, «... , ., | 
* The Cuarrman: Are the accounts in the company’s books kept || 
under as many hedds as you have here in your accounts? {| 
. Mr, Beloe, replied, that in ‘the company’s, books they were kept || 
under more heads than represented in his accounts.. For instance, | 
the head manufacture ‘in his‘accounts would be’ composed of eight or | 
ten different items.’ The word manufacture was kept under the heads i 
of coals, retorts, labour, &c.; all these were kept separate, and then || 
‘finally posted under the head ‘* manufacture.”»» —- ¥ | 
' The Guarrman': ‘Unider the item of “ repairs,” how is that defined ? | 
Mr. Beloe: "The'rule, if I recollect rightly, is this: all the old pipes | 
taken up are credited to that account; the value of them, and the| 
difference between the new pipes and‘labour ‘constitute the item of || 
‘repairs, ” © "0" 4: * ag 4 


‘The’ Guarrman:, Do they charge the repairs to the capital or 





income 2 -» -* 

¥* Mt! Beloe:,To income. | oy 

, Die CuarrMAn : (Is it any part of your duty to see the vouchers of| 
any,of these things? ro 

* “Mr, Beloe: Not at all. ‘I should not consider it my duty to audit 
their accounts, and’ to see that ‘their accounts are duly vouched. I 
go through every item to see if in my judgment revenue and capital 
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- duly charged with the respective items I think they ought to be 
charged. ; 

“Mr. Sueri: Who audits their accounts? , 

Mr. Beloe: Until lately they were audited by Mr. Mosley and Mr. 
Morris, two of themselves. You will see that the accounts are de- 
livered signed by the auditors and chairman. ‘ 

The Cuarnman: With regard to fittings, cost of meters, and chan- 
deliers, are there separate accounts of these things? 63 

Mr. Beloe: There are distinct accounts of fittings and meters, 
the chandeliers coming under the head of fittings. You will observe 
that last year, for instance, they return a profit on fittings of £1792; 
but three years ago a considerable loss occurred under that head, It 
arose from making low charges to the public: the end of the year 
showed a loss, and they raised the charge. Fittings also go out of 
fashion, and are therefore liable to a loss. The company get the 
chandeliers for the convenience of the consumers, a great many of 
zoom would not know where to go if the company did not supply 

em. 

«The Cuatrman: Do 
contiuue fitters ? 

Mr. Beloe: Well, the public got £2000 last year by it. 

- Mr, Jerrery: It does not follow that the public were benefited by 
it. They cannot be benefited by the mismanagement of the company. 

The CHairman: Do they sell many of the meters to the consumers ? 
. Mr. Beloe:.Very few, indeed; I see very few entries to the credit 
of the account for meters sold. 

. The Cua1zMan pointed out that by the accounts there was a re- 
markable difference between the cost of manufacture and the rental 
in the years 1851, 1852, and,1853. In those years the cost of manu- 
facture was nearly the same, and yet the rental had increased from 
£101,000 to £118,000. That was an extraordinary thing, and he 
wished to have it accounted for. NE 

Mr, Jerrery : It is all increase of profit from an invisible source. 

Mr. Beloe said that he could not account for it. . ay ’ 

The Cuarrman: And in 1854 there is an increase on cost of £8000. 

Mr. Suet: Have they uniformly divided 10 per cent. for the last 
seven or eight years ? pp ee Woes ' 

Mr. Beloe: No; they have divided 10 per cent. for the last three 
years ; or rather, they divided more than 10 per cent., for they. had 
to make good the arrears. If in any year they divided only 7 
per cent., they are entitled to divide at a future time 13 per cent. 
to make good the deficiency. With regard to the question of dividend, 
there are two views of the subject. .There are shareholders who never 

et 10 per cent.. for. their property,. because they have, paid this 
£100,000 (premiums); and you must look at it both ways. .-: °° . 

The CuarrmMan: Under the head of general charges there is a con- 
siderable increase in 1854—what is that owing to?.. . 

Mr. Beloe : That is accounted for by £1182 for the explosion of the 
place at Bootle. It is, however, a fluctuating charge. ,The bad debt 
account is very much @iscussed, and that was accounted for by the 
finance committee being extremely particular in ordering the gas to 
be cut off on the parties falling into arrear. With regard to the 
deposits, I do not think that they require a deposit unless for fittings, 
and I think that a safe and reasonable proceeding. In most cases 
the deposit is not kept for more than a week. 

The Cuarrman observed that the committee had been informed of 
cases where,the deposit had been kept for two or three years, and 
where it had. been required for the rent of gas as well as fittings. 
There was also a progressive increase in repairs. In 1850 they were 
£5600; 1851, £8500 ; 1852, £8600 ;, 1853, £13,000; 1854, £12,500. 

Mr. Beloe said that he had remarked upon that circumstance in his 
reports, and attributed it to the large area to be supplied. The salary 
account continued very equal. It began in 1850 with £6046, and in 
1854 it was £6182. They did not charge a proportion of Mr. King's 
salary to the fittings’ account, as he had nothing to do with that 
department. ' 

r. Jerrery thought it would be well to know what were the 
charges when the company was distinct. 

Mr, Stewart: Does this £6000 include the salaries paid in the 
fitting department or meter manufacture department? ° 

‘Mr. Beloe: The salaries and wages are two distinet things, What 
are included here are the salaries of the principal officers of the com- 
pany. The wages come under the charge of manufactures, and the 
clerks in the departments under the charge of general management. 

The Cuarrman asked if the company ought not now to further 
reduce their price, seeing that they had the full reserve of £13,000, 
|| and a small surplus, 

Mr. Beloe replied, that it would be a matter for them to consider 
how far it was advisable to anticipate the compulsory order of the 
recorder. They reduced it before, in anticipation of their surplus ; 
| but there was no clause in the act of Parliament to compel them to 
do so; and the recorder, on a previous occasion, declined ‘to interfere 
with any accounts more than one year old. In 1849-50 they paid a 
dividend at the rate of 9 per cent.; in 1850-51, the full dividend of 
10 per cent., with a further sum of £1069 towards arrears; in 1851-52, 
the full dividend of 10 per cent., with £1059 towards deficiency ; in 
1852-53, the full dividend ot 10 per cent., and the balance due for 
arrears of dividend, and placed £2046 to the eredit of the. reserve 
4jfund, In 1853-54 they paid the full amount of dividends of 10 per 
|| cent., and the reserve fund was increased by £10,506.. ; 

Mr. CrostuwalteE: It is reasonable to suppose that there should 
be a further reduction now. 

: In'reference to the inducement which had been held out at the 
time of the amalgamation, Mr. Beloe observed that the chief was that 
the'maximum price should only be 4s. 6d. At that time gas was very 
dear throughout the country, and it was even now in Birkenhead 
5s. 8d. | He always thought the bargain a very good one for the 
town. . ~ sa 
~ Mr. Rear: Another inducement was, that there would be economy 
in the management and in the mains, and that in a short time the 
__——— 


you think it an advantage that they should 


“ 











consumers would receive the benefit of it; but they have not done so. 

Mr, Jerrery pointed out, as a singular coincidence, that in the very 
year this large sum was carried to the reserve fund, the cost was ‘in- 
creased by £8000. In 1853 it was £51,000 and odd, and in 1854 it 
was £59,000 and odd. My smeelt 

: Mr. Beloe thought it was partly accounted for by the increase of 
wages in the year. fob 

Mr. Crostuwaite: Where is the reserve invested ? 

Mr, Beloe: The last time I saw it, it was invested in consols; but 
I was since told that they were about to act on my suggestion, and 
send £7000 or so down to the docks, where they will get a better rate 
of interest. » dens 
» The Cuarrman: Have they any property in land not in use? «. , 

Mr. Beloe: Yes,a considerable quantity. There was land purchased 
from Mr. Leigh for £34,000, and { am not aware of its being applied 
to any use. edt ona 

Mr, Suet: None of that bears dividend. trie 

Mr. Beloe: Oh, yes, certainly ; in that particular case there is a bond 
to Mr. Leigh which bears four per cent. interest. ne 

Mr. Suerzt: I do not know what right they have to charge that 
large amount to us, the land not being necessary or used to supply 
gas to the town. ; 

Mr. Beloe: They have sold the station in Dale Street, and that goes 
to the credit of the very account which is debited with the other pro- 
perty, which they thought it was necessary to purchase for stations in 
suitable parts of the town. 

Mr. Sueru: -Thinking is a very dangerous sort of principle to intro- 
duce into mere matters of account. 

Mr. Jerrery asked if any,portion of the last money called upon 
were apportioned in liquidation of the bonded debt then existing. 

Mr. Beloe replied that it,would be difficult to tell. The company 
never largely. reduced their bonded debt till last year, when they re- 
ceived the £18,000 from the corporation ; and that was not paid for 
calls. In conclusion, Mr. Beloe stated, that, as regards the works at 
Newington, the first cost of the land had been covered by capital, but 
that all the other cost was borne by revenue.. BY gift + 

This concluded Mr. Beloe’s examination ; and on the motion of Mr. 
A. C. Stewart, the thanks of the committee. were unanimously voted 
to him for the full and free manner in which he had imparted his 
informatien, eS re + Raga thet? 

Mr. J. M, Macdonald, formerly secretary of the Guardian Gas 
Company, was examined in reference to the proceedings which took 
place in parliamentary committees, resulting in the amalgamation by 
which the present Gas Company was formed. He stated that the 
Guardian Gas Company went to Parliament for a bill three times— 
in 1845, 1846, and 1847. Up to 1844 the price of gas was 7s. In 
March ‘or April, 1844, the price was reduced to 6s.; and in April, 
1845, to 5s. The Guardian Company lost their bill in 1844 on stand- 
ing orders. . In 1845 the parliamentary committee considered it better 
that the existing company should remain in the field, conditionally, 
however, upon their reducing the price to 4s. 6d., that being the price 
the Guardian Company went for as their mazimum. Upon that occa- 
sion the company produced engineers, and particularly Mr. Hawksley, 
who gave a decided opinion, that to give gas at 4s, 6d. was equivalent 
to madness. (Laughter.) .A member of the committee asked Mr. 
Hawksley, Did he not think it possible under any circumstances ? 
*“‘ Well,” he said, “if the honourable member means a bare *possi- 
bility, I am ready to give him a reply. I am free,to admit that per-« 
haps in a generation or two hence such a thing may be accomplished, 
but certainly not until then.’’ (Laughter.) ‘lhe parliamentary com 
mittee, however, made a condition of allowing the existing company 
to continue in the field, that they should reduce the price to 4s, 6d. 
in the January following. The company did, however, reduce the 
price in the July following, being six months sooner than they were 
bound to do, 

Mr, Stewart: A few months after Mr, Hawksley said it would be 
impossible to give it at that price ? * stoned 

Mr. Macdonald: Precisely. 

The Cuairman: Did not the company hold out some promises of 
benefit, in addition to the reduction in price, in order to prevent your 
bill from passing ? 

_Mr.' Macdonald: Well, yes. In 1845 they signified their anxiety to 
amalgamate, holding out to the parliamentary committee that, if they 
were permitted to do so, they would .be enabled to sell gas.of course 
so much cheaper, from the tact that they: would be in a ‘position to 
reduce their working expenses’ very considerably. sonia psec 

The Cuatrman: Do you know, whether they ever reduced their 
working expenses? veal” . 

Mr, ‘Macdonald said he had no means of knowing. No reduction in 
the price of gas took place from 1845 to 1855. By the evidence which 
Mr, King gave to the parliamentary committee in 1847, referring to 
the advantage which the public would derive from increased, con- 
sumption, it appeared that, according to his calculation, between 1844 
and 1855, the quantity of .gas consumed increased.16. per cent. In 
connection with that increase of 16 per cent., the public had a reduc- 
tion of 1s. in'the’price. From 1845 to 1846, Mr. King ‘stated that the 
increase was 18} per cent., at which time there was,a reduction of 
6d, Assuming,-then, upon Mr. King’s calculation, that an average 
increase of 17 per cent. took place each year, the consumption would 
double itself in 44 years, and treble itself in seven years. Now, from 
1845 to 1855, the consumers had no reduction in price at all for the 
increased consumption which, according to Mr. King’s statement, 
they might calculate had taken place. : 

The Cuainman: The amalgamation was urged more particularly 
with a viéw to the reduction in price? 

Mr, Macdonald said, decidedly., ‘The Gas Company themselves 
held out to the parliamentary committee, .as an inducement to throw 
out the Guardian Company Bill,’that, being in the field already,and 
in possession of a large capital, thé existing compdfies would be in,a'f 
position, by an amalgama‘ on, gradually to reduce their rates, wr I { 
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= Mr. Stewart: Both companies had reduced the price to 4s. 6d. 
before the amalgamation, and were working as separate companies ? 

Mr. Macdonald: Yes. ‘Mr. King stated that certain advantages to 
the public must arise from the amalgamation, the third time the 
Guardian Company went to Parliament. At that time the Guardian 
Company had reduced the maximum price to 3s, 8d., leaving a divi- 
dend of 7§ per cent. 

The Cuatnman: Then, if the Guardian Gas Company had got their 
bill, the public would have had their gas at 3s, 8d. instead of 4s. 6d.? 

Mr. Macdonald : Yes, immediately. 

Mr, Jerrzry said the cost, they ascertained, was 3s, 2d. upon the 
limited consumption which they anticipated. They had contracts 
with various consumers; and, basing their consumption upon these 
contracts, they found that the cost to them would not exceed 3s. 2d. ; 
but in the event of any rise in the price of coals which might take 
place, they thought it prudent to take a margin of 6d,, making 3s. 8d, 
the maximum price. 

Mr. Macdonald said the Liverpool council pledged themselves in 
1847 to be neutral, but he did not think they were so in point of fact. 
He found that on the 5th day of May, at the last meeting of the 
parliamentary committee, the chairman of the committee remarked 
to Mr. Austen, the counsel for the Liverpool corporation, that he 
looked upon him as the arbiter of the fate of both companies. Mr. 
Austen said he rather hoped his clients would be satisfied with the 
| proposition of the old company. Mr. Sergeant Wrangham asked 
whom Mr. Austen really represented; and Mr. Austen replied, that 
he actually opposed the first bill, but he thought his clients would 
be satisfied with the proposition which was made. ‘fhe offer was to 
fix a maximum price of 4s. 6d. The selling price at the time was 
actually 4s. 6d., and the only advantage offered to the public was 
that they should be fixed as a maximum. Mr. Macdonald referred 
to several passages in the published report of the parliamentary 
committee’s proceedings, to show that the corporation had not acted 
a neutral part on that occasion. 

The Cuainman: How do you account for the fact that the promises 
held out by the Gas Company have never been realised ? 

Mr. Macdonald: Do you mean that there has been no reduction in 
price arising from the amalgamation? 
| The Cuarrman: Yes, and the other objects promised. 

Mr. Macdonald: One may have an opinion, but it is another matter 
| whether it is proper.to express the thing as a matter of opinion. I 
think I may say at once that, had there been a competition, and, 
judging from what took place in 1844, 1845, 1846, and 1847, there 
' can be no question that the gas would have been reduced ; but, when 
there was an utter absence of opposition, or competition even—that 
| is, assuming anything of a formidable shape—the company rested 
‘upon their oars, 
| The Cuarrman: Was anything said at the time about the out- 
| townships, and the aditional cost of conveying gas out there? 
Mr. Macdonald said the fact was referred to, and generally ad- 
mitted by the members of the committee. One of the members 
' stated that they were there to protect the interest of persons outside 
| Liverpool, as well as in it. He (Mr. Macdonald) thought this a 
| very extraordinary doctrine, when the gentleman did not put any 
‘limit to the circle he would describe around Liverpool ; onl he did 
not see what the people of Liverpool had to do with paying for those 
| living at any distance, which the imagination of a member living in 














in that, would not pay 10 percent. It was not, in fact, at all dis- 
puted that the outlying districts would require a greater expense. 

Mr. J. R. Jerrery next addressed the committee at considerable 
length, and suggested a plan to remedy the present state of things. 
This arrangement was, that the shares should be constituted bosds, 
The shares paid interest at the rate of 8} per cent. at present 
throughout, taking those which paid dividend and those which did not, 
The company should see fit to take a reduced rate of interest, to 
destroy the shares and make them bonds, being a payment in per- 
petuity. If the corporation were to go to Parliament for power, it 
was quite possible a committee of the House of Commons would 
grant them powers either to purchase the present company at a 
valuation, or else to lay down pipes of their own ; or, third, they might 
grant a newcompany. He himself would rather not see the supply 
of gas in the hands of the council, for he thought they ought not to 
be traders, but legislators. He would suggest that the board of 
directors be assimilated somewhat to the dock committee. He would 
have them nine in number—three representing the consumer, three | 
representing the council, and three representing the bondholders. | 
Out of the nine should be elected their chairman, } 

The Cuarrman: What amount would you make the bonds? 

Mr. Jerrery: Well, that is a matter of detail. I would convert 
them into bonds, Instead of having them share property, I would} 
consolidate them and make them bonds. 

‘Zhe Cuarrman: Would you bond them at the present market 
price? 
Mr. Jerrery said: Assuming that at present the shares paid an 
interest of 8} per cent., they might come to a mutual arrangement to 
take a less interest on the bonds. He also would suggest that the 
company should cease to be fitters of gas, or sellers of fittings, and 
should confine themselves for manufacturing gas ; for, in his opinion, | 
notwithstanding the high charges they made for fittings, he believed | 
the system entailed a loss upon the company and upon the public, 
He would suggest separate accounts to be kept for the out-townships, | 
and a graduated scale of increase in charges, say 6d. per 1000 cubic | 
feet per mile, for those outside the parliamentary boundary. Thecom- 
pany had power to raise nearly a quarter of a million of money, but he 
would suggest that they should not proceed to spend that money as. 
they had —< todo. Should his plan be not carried out, the com- | 
pany might admit four consumers to their board, at present consisting |; 
of twelve ; so that, while the company would still have a large majority, | 
the public outside would be represented. If none of these suggestions 
were carried out, he thought it would be better to have a new com- | 
pany than allow things to remain as at present, although he did not 
consider a new company the best remedy. In conclusion, Mr. Jeffery 
stated that he would never be satisfied until gas of equal illuminating 
power with the present supply were given for 3s. per 1000 cubic feet. 
| (Mr. CrostuwaiTe moved a vote of thanks to Mr. Jeffery, which 
was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Luya, superintendent of St. John’s Market, was examined in 
reference to the dry meter kept there to test the wet meters, and 
which had been sent to the Gas Company’s office to be repaired, be- 
cause the man employed under him reported it to be out of order. It 
had, in fact, stopped, and would let gas pass through it without 
moving the index. It was sent about March last, and never returned 
since, although he spoke to Mr. Edwards about it a month or two ago. 

The man employed under Mr. Luya to check the gas meters was 









































London, and not acquainted with Liverpool, might think ought to be | examined, and produced his book, It appeared on examination, 
included. amid much laughter, that although the most alarming discrepancies 
, 2 1aUg 4 g P 
The Cuarnman: Was it stated that the cost would be greater ? sometimes existed between the wet and dry meters, the former some- 
Mr. Macdonald said it was admitted, in the evidence of Mr. King, | times registering fifty per cent. above the latter, no step beyond 
that an immense extent outside, three miles in this direction, and four | noticing the fact in the book was taken. 
W 
BALANCE-SHEET OF THE SOUTH METROPOLITAN GAS COMPANY. | 
Dr. WORKING tue ESTABLISHMENT For THE HALF YEAR ENDED JuNE 30, 1855. Cr. 
To amount paid for Wages ..cccccccccccccccvcecs seeeescces oeeseces 9 | By gas rental for the half year:— 
eo ~ Salaries... cccccccccccccccccerece 3 March 81 ..ccccccccce coccccce cece cccccecoceteiael (IS 3 
a oo lamplighters and repair of lam ps 2 DOT vc nine *a1epigteatmanseouensmeanss Ge 
pe po rent amd taxe€S 2... sce ereeee sees 7 £20,992 10 1) 
+s a rrr res 6 Sundry products for the half year ...... +02. sseee bod'duseencsee 6,162 9 3) 
oe oo tO directors and auditors, . 6.0.0 -.0c00 ccscccnscces 260 10 0 Meter TOME oc cco cere ccocceccns coesccce coocce eeecercccecnce se 213 8 10 | 
oa op f0F SUNATY Castings. . ...... cece cecccesess secccccoce 208 0 3 
- pa lime, stationery, and sundry small disbursements 452 0 6 
¥ due for work done to gasholder... P 493 0 | 
Cost of coals carbonised .........0+2-05- ° 0 | 
Wear and tear of retorts .....ccecesseeees 990 1 7 
Amount expended in laying mains ...... 020. seeecesseeesersees 7 
” ” ” DIED ccenceve cuboecnsdeeesessce 238 14 4 
a 7 fixing meters ..cccccccecccccccceccccecces 478 19 0 
oo on general stores..i..+.. ++ 398 19 9 
os of bad debts and allowances .. . 309 6 5 
EE  cartadicgocninraneanes 5,137 0 8 | 
"227,668 8 2 | £27,608 8 2 
Dr. BALANCES To Jung 30, 1855. Cr. 
Doamount cPeapltal pa ep occcee cece scccce ccvqvocccece cvcccces £100,000 0 0 | By amount expended on works... £90,924 5 9 
Dividends unpaid.......... +++ 
Amount due to sundry creditors . coos 2,270 AL 10 | 
» received from consumersin advance for gas to be supplied 134 2 1 
» of undivided profits :— }2,254 10 10 
PONY GD CHET QOUOUINE 65 0.060 vecccc.cbccescece £6,885 9 1 i 
Reserve fund .....e.eesseces pégancsdeceee oe. 4,663 19 9 | 
=e 11519 810 | é : 
Balance of working the establishment .........06 se sees sseeee 5,137 0 8 | service-pipe ... ° 
} meter and fittin é 
os COKE, HC. cccvecce cece cece ccecccccocccne B 
| pn general stores .... +++ esevecaveres sees 549 B45 8,022 3 0 
Cash at bankers’ and in hand ...csscccccgeccccccesetrecses 7494 6 4 
mee ———-~ 
£119,295 511 £119,295 511 
CHARTERED GAS COMPANY. Bensamin Hawes, Esq., governor of the company, presided. 
The Half-yearly General Court of Proprietors of this Company, | The minutes of the last meeting having been read and approved, 
was held on Friday, November 2, at the Company’s Gas Works, | the following report was submitted to the proprietors :— 
Horseferry Road, Westminster. “ In carrying into effect the course proposed by your court of directors, when they 
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met you in general court last May (namely, that of presenting for your consideration, 
prior to public deliberation thereon, the halfeyearh accounts of the company), we 
are happy that the new proceeding supplies, not only information tothe proprietors, 
but a subject of congratulation, in reference to the trading of the company, during 
the half year to M' erlast. 

“ The accounts for that poet are more than usually productive. In the rental 
the increase has been £9468, while the cost of coals is less by £3823; and, —— 
the sale of — has not been so favourable as in the same time last year by 
£2877, the balance upon these two items is £946 in favour of the company. Hence 
a considerable increase of profit has accrued, enabling your court of directors to 
declare a larger dividend than on the last previous occasion; while care is taken to 





retain a surplus, in order to provide against a less favourable state of your affairs, 





— 1,613 16 4 
General wear and tear, mains, and carrying on 
rr eee eteess CTE DO 






























To amount of Ist, 2nd, and 3rd capitals, after deductin 
the amount of 1419 shares in the Ist, 2nd, an 
3rd capitals cancelled .........e+0e+-+es00++%029,000 0 0 
Amount of 4th capital, after deducting the amount 
of 836 shares cancelled....sscesseeccecsseess 91,640 0 0 


580,699 0 0 
Expended, viz. :— 
Westminster station ........ «-£314,351 10 10 
Brick Lane os ‘secscees'cs SEEEE an OF 
Curtain Road ,, secssesese 62,298 15 10 




















The Contingent Fund:— 
All the shares having been cancelled, the fund 
now consists of the above balance..,,.... £15,969 18 9 


And Reduced Three per Cent. Annuities .... £2,165 1 9 


£109,374 11 1 


The Governor then said it was his duty to make a few observations 
on past transactions connected with the company. He had been 
repeatedly asked, out of that room and in that room, to give an 
account of the £42,000 called the contingent fund. He could give 
them a fair statement, not only of that sum, but of much larger sums. 
They would all recollect that they were travelling towards half a 
century since the company was established ; and during that period 
& great dilapidation of the plant had taken place. Repairs had been 
too long neglected, and the directors thought it was high time to 
make the necessary improvements in that magnificent manufactory. 
If the shareholders looked over the establishment, they would find 
that it was really magnificent as gas-works. When the father of one 
of his brother directors (Mr Winsor) promulgated, in Pall Mall, by 
lectures, forty years ago, the desirableness of lighting London with gas, 
one of the first chemists to ridicule it said, ‘* What folly it is to light 




















should it occur. ously strive to advance. (Signed) “ B, Hawes, Governor.” = 
Dr. PROFIT anp LOSS, From Dec. 25, 1854, ro Jung 24, 1855. Cr. 
To coals-consumed in the half year......ssesecceeeceseeetseecesesed 02,414 2 6 | By rental of li ht for the half year .....csccccsccscceccccesseessseee O8,l00 9 2 
Stores, &c., used in the half year, viz. :— Coke and breeze a viz.:— 
Retorts and setting .........cesesceeeeeserses£lsa09 4 0 Coke ..... libeceedgnde code bcivetedeenscnes ee OD 
TAMPGS ciscccccss covcccsoctecsceccccesocccccs SPR IQ 4 BreeZe.... scccssccccce covecssccvcceece seeeee 5 


Less received for old and burnt stores ........ 313 6 8 Naphtha % * 00006000 deccececdoseosoces 199 17 6 
—— 7,983 9 4 Discounts and abatements allowed by tradesman ........+-0.- 1,996 4 0 
Meters and fixing ........cccccecesccccvccccceeses Soot 1 3 Poplar station rent account, balance .....+.. eeeeeeeesecerreeee 1114 2 
Add wages repairing meters .....+..seeeeeees- 38615 3 Rents received .....+ seeccceccccce secvcce cecesees se veeeeece 2425 7 
— 3,31016 6 
Paving .. .cccccccceccccccccceceees S0nnsens see Steienents 731 12 0 
Directors and auditors ..... 1,244 0 
Salaries and commissions ....... oe . 4,388 4 1 
Wages and contingencies ,........+-.. 14,867 19 10 
Deduct wages for repairing meters ...+....++06 38615 3 
14,481 4 7 
Rent and taxes, viz, :— 
ONE cccccccesenccestecee seeseess tteneess ties 130 8 2 
NE 'g2 ot pcebatce b00essedds ereténstdussises S'S 8 
— 1,202 10 9 
a a eo ee |) 
Law €XPeNseS 20.6 cevceees ce recs cons ceee seeces cece secssecces 2911 4 
Annuity to Mr. John Evans, late superintendent.... 100 0 0 
Ditto to Mr. J. Cowell, late accountant.... «+... 6 0 0 a 
165 0 0 
Sick and benevolent fund .......scesescoceectecceseccecseres > 130 0 0 
Debts due at the stations, being bad, written off, viz. :— 
Westminster station-light account ..........6. T9611 9 
Brick Lane ae wv. eccecscoecce «SNES 
Curtain Road ;, a aerore wee fy 
SSE HEED mcsedcccsccceentnconcsossoe. an SO & 
1,797 18 0 
Less received on bad debts,....... seceeesesese 75 13 iL 
—————)Ss7722 4 1 
Amount written to the credit of new works........ eccecs coccce 2,000 0 0 
92,869 6 6 
Ce ee Ae ee ee ae ee Ul 
£113,289 0 9 £113,289 0 9) 
Dr. BALANCE-SHEET, June 24, 1855. Cr. 


“‘ The use of clay retorts, and the general productiveness from the expenditure on 
new works, have fully realised the expectations and representations concerning 
om, intimated in several of the reports previously presented to you by your 


ectors. 

“ Under the head of new works, it will be seen that, during the half year of which 
we are treating, the outlay amounted only to £2683; and a sum of £ has been 
written off that account, and carried to the debit of profit and loss to Midsummer. 

“It has been found necessary, with a view to enlarge the coal stowage of the 
company, to obtain additional ground, that the stock of coals may at all times be 
commensurate with the growing demand for gas. 

* Your directors confidently anticipate your satisfaction with this improvement in 

our concern; it isa position which they have laboured to attain, and will sedu 





20,003 11 10 
Ammoniacal liquor for the half year ...cso.. ceoees seseceee eoee 130 14 8| 
Tar cccccccceecsce 9,549 8 10 






” ” settee ones 


| By amount due to the company, viz. :— 

For rent of light at the several stations, viz. .— 
At Westminster station.. .......+.seeeee+ £34,197 4 9 
At Brick Lane PETIT TTT TTT osevee Sees 8 7 
At Curtain Road ,, 7,306 17 10 


see teem ween eeeeee 





£53,181 11 2 





For coke and breeze sold at the stations, viz.:— 
At Westminster station.. 
At Brick Lane a 


3,301 2 9 
1,324 11 10 
128 






At Curtain Road ,, meee 0 3 
— o- 
For ammoniacal liquor sold at the stations ....++see0-- ~:753 14 10 
For tar sold at the stations ..... adess bectes ooe -eeete 41 6 





oe 3 
Amount of the balances of sundry accounts due’ essen eee oe 1013 6 4) 
Treasurer’s accounts, viz. :— -«othecompany., 1,500 3 3 
Balance of general account .- 
rie dividend ace- ccccccccccoccccce 69,088 18 8 
-VUNE ..cccccccerscces 1,004 4 6 








Bills on har? 11,657 2 
Co-* eR iadns ctiebe-tenine id Sanne es 00 ede ss SO08 51 5 
-«ou advanced to pay wages at the stations .........+.sseseeeee 870 0 
Stores on hand, viz.:— 
At Westminster station ........ cece ee 6,032 11 9 
At Brick Lane oe : weetpe cecccocccccecs GMIS 8 7 
10,050 14 4 


Coals on hand, viz. :— 





ad 521,563 6 7 
£59,126 13 5 
Amount of dividends remaining unpaid.......++0 cesses. seeere 5,628 3 6 
Amount of debts due by the company for coals, and to sundry ‘a 
tradesmen and others ....s.cessesceseneceseeeseeess om. Seem © 
Amounts due to collectors for commission, viz. :— 
At Westminster station ...... +0. cece seeees 374.17 9 
At Brick Lane Ps Corcee cccccvceces cece 176 14 2 
At Curtain Road 4, — seeseeereeccereeees 7112 5 
SE 622 * 
Amount due for wages and contingencies, viz.:— , -2 4 
~A¢ Westminster station ....++rrse- ' 48719 2 
MORIA © ienctnrcsecn, me 
At Curtain Road sw — ccccccrcccde coccee se 66 4 9 
. — 797 16 8 
Amount due at the chief office for contingencies...........+.+.. 24 19 10 
Balance of profit and loss, viz:— 
Balance to Dec. 25, 1854........ 13,715 15 6 
Less half-year’s dividend on 
é WD nccccccccecccsecce 13,065 10 6 
——_— 650 5 0 
Profit of the half year ending June 24,1855...... 20,419 14 3 
oe 21,069 19 3 | 


The Contingent Fund ..ccccrecocccccecescccceccescccosoccocce 15,960 18 9 | 





} At Westminster station ......ce....ececee 6,392 18 4 
| At Brick Lane ee 5,490 17 8 
| At Curtain Road ,, 2,764 7 7 
On ship-board ......seces0e 4,916 2 0 
—————_ 19,564 5 7 
Coke and breeze on hand, viz. :— 
| At Westminster station ..... Ceeccecceccccce 362 0 0 
| At Brick Lane a ob Wybs o0b0 5065 TeeNs 132 311 
At Curtain Road ,, 19 5 0 





s —_—_—_——_ 513 8 11 
| Apomponincal Uqeet. 00000000 0002009 200009090.0000 800eneeccere v0 4304 
Tar 


IT sesccceccccccssccseccess Peveecerecevesccsesecsecces eveces 351 16 0 
Ship Dispatch......00.. seesees TITITTITTIT TTT Te ° 76911 4 
Balance of amount expended for new works at 


Chrbatenas, BB56 coccccccccccepesssepepeccces, 8,999 9 7 
Expended daring the half year to Midsummer..., 2,683 14 10 
; 4,983 4 5 
Less amount written off profit and loss account .. 2,000 0 
2,983 4 § 


. £109,374 11 1 
(Signed) Fras. WITHAM, J. W. SLopER, Auditors. 

London with smoke, and make a gasometer of the dome of St. Paul’s!!”’ 
He gave lectures in Pall Mall, which I attended. He, however, 
persevered, being convinced of the practicability of his plans. He 
began on a very small scale; his first experiments were made in Pall 
Mall, where he exhibited a few lights before Charlton House; he 
also lit some passages in the House of Commons; and from the slow 
progress he made, it was almost impossible for any person then to 
say that gaslight would ever be so universally adopted. He (the 
governor) had been reminding them that certain repairs of the plant 
were found necessary. Many of the mains and services were too 
small to furnish the necessary supply ; some were out of order, and 
others were rotten. Considering that they had 260 miles of mains, 
those alterations would, of course, have imposed a large outlay; besides 
& great number of new mains was required in many places; and this 





could not be accomplished without much expenditure. In fact, the 
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directors. were obliged to expend, for those purposes, upwards of 
£15,000 to £18,000. The directors also found that the increased 
consumption of gas required an extension of machinery. The steam- 
engines were too small, and out of repair. Then came the question 
of purification. They used to purify the gas with wet lime; and 
under that system they could not find any receptacle by means of 


:j which they could get rid of the refuse, which corrupted the water in 


the neighbourhood. Another difficulty was that the police would 
not allow the refuse to be carted away, as it would create a nuisance 
in the.street. The company had therefore to adopt dry-lime purifiers. 
They have been driven to erect several large purifiers for dry lime, 
and found it profitable. ‘They all knew that’a gas establishment was 


|}established on a new system. in the western part of the metropolis, 


called the Western Cannel: Coal Gas Company.-: Our aristocracy, 
and persons in the middle class of life, travelled a good deal, owing 
to modern facilities of locomotion; and they discovered, by obser- 
vation of what. was done elsewhere, that cannel coal gas produced 
less heat, and that a small flame from it gave more light than a large 
flame from any other coal; observed almost every house and hotel 
in Scotland was lighted with gas, and even many of the bed rooms. 
Many of our largest houses applied to us, and said that if the Char- 
tered Company did not produce cannel coal gas, the custom would 
be transferred to the Western Company. The directors at that time 
took the bull by the horns, complete and independent, and resolved 
on erecting a cannel gas manufactory at Westminster station; and 
they had now two kinds of gas; and it was fortunate for the company 
that the directors had taken Time by the forelock, for the House of 
Commons—which they had supplied for some years—had called 
upon them to supply that gas, and they were now supplying the new 
palace with it. When he was asked in what time he could supply them 
with cannel coal gas, he answered, in 48 hours. That having been 
done, and so much to their satisfaction, the House of Lords required 
the company to supply them with the same description of gas. That 
was followed up by a much more important request ; indeed, he would 
call a new era in the history of gas lighting. The Queen herself 
had sent Mr. Cubitt to know whether the company could supply the 
new buildings at Buckingham Palace with cannel coal gas. The 
directors said, “‘ Yes, certainly.” ‘They had expected that a demand 
of that kind would be made, and accordingly they had laid down a 
main close to the palace gate, and were therefore ready to give them 
an immediate supply. A few days ago her Majesty was at Osborne, 
and sent up word that she would like to have an experimental light- 
ing of the palace. The company were prepared, but her Majesty did 
not come, being too tired. At a quarter to ten Prince Albert made 
his appearance, and stopped examining it till half-past eleven. They 
all knew his anxiety to promote the interests of the arts and sciences, 


|| and everything connected with the improvement of the condition of the 


eople. The lighting was splendid; it was perfect; and his Royal 
ighness expressed himself highly delighted with it, and, no doubt. 
reported most favourably concerning it to her Majesty. . Sir James 
Clarke, her Majesty’s medical attendant, has had his house lighted for 





pics 


aml 


rifificrease of 10 per cent. 





er years with common gas. He also made a favourable report to 
~ Majesty.: He (the governor) went up to the roof of the building 
expetn.."8 to find it hot and uncomfortable, but he did not experience 
the slighte.t sensation of heat, nor any unpleasant smell. This new 
method of illuminan.” ©°%¢ the company more than £15,000; and he 
4 ~~. ~ might be derived from that expenditure. 
gnight be asked what protit. - ~» & ti “ge d 
He would in reply state, that up .° “ “dp eohin fect : : o ~~ 
for cannel gas had been equal to 400,00v,.". °Y th, yer) 20 ; on ey 
had not expended their money in vain, nor hau “"¢¥ ©*Pende 4 > 4 
soon., Twas in that way they had got rid of the COme_ 7°? ‘und. 
They. had made all those improvements without making any calls ou 


.}| the proprietors; they had borrowed no money, and had‘incurred no 


debts. There were £5000 or £6000 on the accounts, but that was 
\standing only from the previous week. ‘The finance committee met 
every Thursday, and examined every bill that was made up. On 
the following Friday they paid their tradesmen’s bills, and received 
discount for prompt payment; so that they saved near £4000 per 
annum by paying,ready. money... The company never owe anything 


\\for coals; the moment the bills of lading arrived they paid for the 


coals, without, waiting for the arrival of the ships. “It. was an extra- 
ordinary concern. Here they were receiving £200,000 a year without 

oing in debt. Where was the private concern’ where that was 
+ ma or what business was better managed? Some years ago the 
company manufactured 261,000,000 cubic feet of gas, and in 1854 it 


i{Lhad inereased to 477,000,000. This increased produce had occasioned 


increased expenditure; but for every shilling laid out of the con- 
tingent fund they now received six per cent., instead of three per 
cent. from the funds, and which had enabled them to supply the 
demand. «+ « 


1}, «Sir Jaares Dvxe:-You state now that the amount of cannel gas 
:]| produced was 477,000,000. 
< g/The‘Dervuty Governor (Mr. Beck): Oh, no; the increase has been 


oat 1,000,000, and on the cannel gas last year there has been an 
A few years back we produced 8505 feet ; 
we now produce 9289 from a ton of coals. F 

»: The Governor said he;had an account made up by,their most 
isteady and industrious book-keeper, Mr. Bush, from which, it, appeared 
‘that they had saved by their retorts £1968 during the last six,;months. 
They had also saved £500 by diminishing the number_.of. directors 
from twelve to ten, it.heing the wish of the proprietors that.the two 
vacancies occasioned :,by death should not be filled up... They had 
also saved £1100 on labour; on new works, £765. They had had an 
increase of rental of £9468 the last_six months more than the corres- 
ponding six months of,last, year, which, with the saving effected on 
tar, &c., amounted.altogether to £11,950. The directors were,:there- 
fore, able to pay the,increased dividend of 6 per cent. on the profits of 
the last half year ;,and he hoped, that that announcement would give 
universal satisfaction to, every proprietor at this meeting, which he 














jhad lived to see. (Cheers.) Although he was a young governor, he 


was an old gas-maker. He began to make gas about thirty-five years 
ago. He made gas and lit his own manufactory, about thirty-five | 
years ago, and supplied some of his neighbours’ before the establish-/ 
ment of any gas company in London. He had obtained an introduction | 
to Mr. Bolton, of Birmingham, who kindly showed him over his exten-| 
sive factory, which was lighted with gas. A partner of his, Mr. Mur-! 
dock, lit his house with gas, and that was, he (Mr. Hawes) believed, the: 
first house that was so lighted. Soon afterwards he lit his house with 
gas, and could not hear of a gasfitter in London, and was obliged to.' 
send to Birmingham for a gasfitter. He would recommend all who) 
had not gas in their houses to get it at once. If they got a good gas-| 
fitter, they might have their gas without any offensive smells. He! 
had had gas in every room in his house, including his bedroom, for 
above twenty years. The use of gas. was.accompanied by economy, | 
cleanliness, and safety. When gas was first proposed, the fire officers | 
said, ‘*‘ Weshall have your houses burned, if you use this inflammable | 
gas;”’ but now it appeared from the reports of fire-offices, that since 
the introduction of gas, fires had been 10 per cent. less. In conse-! 
quence of this, the fire-insurance offices charged nothing additionsl 
for houses lighted with gas. The Phenix, and other leading offices’ 
in London, had given notice to.that effect ; and the Sun had printed 
on their rece‘pts, they would pay if any explosion took place: The 
Queen had had her new rooms lighted with gas in the most splendid | 
style. The consumption of gas in the palace was about 12,000 to 14,000 
feet'an hour, which would come to about £3 per hour. It would cost 
six times the amount to produce the same amount ‘of light with wax. 
(Hear, hear.) His blood had gota little cooler than it was; he there- | 
fore required warmth. In the morning he lit his gas fire, and in three | 
minutes his water was boiled for shaving, and he was then enabled to 
perform the operation with comfort.: If you employed’ a’ good gas-| 
fitter, there would be no dirt or smell, and the fire could be put out | 
the moment it was not required. It was a most annoying thing to be: 
lighting and poking a fire, when by having gas atm get light and heat! 
instantaneously, It was most desirable, therefore, that the attention 
of the public should be drawn to the safety, economy, and cleanliness! 
of gas lighting. (Hear, hear.) . For his: part, he had little more to do} 
now than devote himself to the interests of the campany. With him; 
gas-making had always been a hobby. (Hear, hear.) The proprietors 
had the accounts before them in print;. and if ever a fair account was | 
furnished by a public company, it was the one now presented. The | 
company also possessed freehold ‘property amounting to £130,000; 
theyjhad about £80,000 laid out in meters, which they had estimated | 
at £40,000, half price; and they-had put their.services.down at an; 
estimate of £10,000, which was less than their value, and their mains at ; 
£250,000; none of these were reported in their account. ' He believed | 
the prosperity of the company was mainly owing to the attention, | 
devotion, and unanimity of the directors.. He believed no company | 
in existence had a better set of principal working officers.» Of course 
the great increase in the consumption had thrown much additional | 
labour on them, which they cheerfully performed. The directors hadi 
increased the wages of some of the lower officers, because they were | 
detained on‘ duty later than formerly. The directors aad expended | 
£42,000 wisely and properly; and all they asked was that the Pro: | 
prietors would continue their confidence, and the directors would 
endeavour to make the establishment one of the best in London, 
(Hear, hear.) ‘ 
Mr. Ruoprs: What is the amount of leakage ? 
Mr. Sergeant Apams hoped the proprietor would not put any ques- 
tions until the governor had done. ; 
The Governor said he was happy to see his friend the assistant 
judge present, also his friend Sir James Duke, for the first time, who 
were large proprietors now; and, although they once thought the 
Imperiai Company was the best, perhaps they would now think as 
highly of the Charterea Company, and a good, safe, and profitable | 
investment. 3 ; 
Sergeant Apams wished to know if this was the proper time to put 
some questions respecting the form of the accounts. 
The Governor: We shall be glad to hear them. f 
The DEerury Governor: There is no motion before the meeting at 
resent. ‘ ih 
' The SecreTary then read the motion for adopting the report and 
statement of accounts, which having been put from the,chair,.. . ‘ 
Sergeant Apams wished for some information respecting the £42,000 
which he understood had been expended in making necessary ‘repairs 
and putting the concern into-a proper state. é 
The Deputy Governor: I think you have misunderstood the 
governor. What item do yourefer to? What is yourstatement, Mr. 
Sergeant ? 4 
Sergeant Apams: I refer to the contingent fund. In the end of 
December, 1853, the contingent fund was £46,000 stock, but there was 
nothing carried to the debit, In June, 1854, the contingent fund was 
£21,490, £3000 odd of which is carried to the debit in the balance- || 
sheet. 
The Deputy Governor: That is not the contingent fund. 
Sergeant Apams: I find that in the present year £15,900 is carried 
to the debit in the balance-sheet. Now, is that expended ? 
The Deruty Governor: It is. ’ é' 
Sergeant Apams: Then why is it carried there? 5 + : 
The Deputy Governor : Because it is a debt we owe to the con- 
tingent fund? oo cin + Hs nen wate 
Sergeant Apams: Then, what have you done with it?.,.. 1 
The Deputy Governor: The contingent fund consisted of £46,000 
stock, and as we wanted money we sold it out from time to time——, 
Sergeant Apams (impatiently) : That is what I say. yp eles 
The Dervty Governor: We drew from it until it was all expended, 
but we debited ourselves with it as.a debt due to the concern...” 
. Sergeant Apams: That is what I say., But I want to know wha 
has become of the £15,969. 18s. 9d. - Is it spent? ad is) 
' The Dervry Governor: Yes. , 
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’ Mr. Wa. Hawes: There is a mistake in this, which I will explain, 
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4 jor Sergeant Apams: Oh! 
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if- the learned | 


ant will allow me. There is a difference between 


Capital 2» 
|' Sergeant’ Avams: Is it gone? 
| Mr..W. Hawes: Yes. 
Sergeant Apams: Is it in your pocket? ‘ 
‘Mr, Wa. Hawes: No. 
Sergeant Apams: Is it gone? I wish you would allow me simply 
to ask my 4g per in my own way. I am accustomed to ask ques- 
| tions, and I do not ask a second question until I get an answer to the 
| first.. Now, allow me to answer the question myself. This £15,000 
has been borrowed and used, and therefore, being borrowed, will have 
to be paid. Now I want to know how it is to be repaid. Is it to be 
Te’ aid. out of profit and loss. 

he Deruty.Governor: No. ‘ 

Sergeant’Apams : Then how is it to be paid, if it cannot be paid out 
| of profit and loss > “ 

e Deputy Governor : It will be paid back as we get the money 
at our bankers, 

| Sergeant Apams: If that money is to be paid back, how is it to be 

| paid back ? . 

The Deputy Governor: Have we not £60,000 due for rent ? 

|, Sergeant Apams (testily): Bless my soul! does not that go for 
rent? , 

. 1 The Deputy Governor: No. 

: Sergeant Apams: Suppose this £15,000 is never repaid ; would you 
not have £15,000 more to divide among yourselves ? 

«The Deputy Governor: It is quite clear that if we owe a debt of 
£15,000, and don’t pay it, and carry it to the credit of profit and loss, 
that would increase our dividends, 
| - Sergeant Apams: Pardon me, I think when you pay it, it is so much 
less to your credit on profit and loss, 

The Deruty Governor: Not one sixpence less. 

Sergeant Apams : Pardon me— 

The Governor: Mr, Sergeant, will you be good enough to ad- 
|| dress me? 

Sergeant Apams:. I have great pleasure in addressing you, but Iam 
answered from all directions. I never contemplated a state of things 
wherein you could borrow a debt of £15,000, and pay it off without 
either lessening your profits or increasing your capital. However, if 
| you can pay the money off and have it at the same time, I am glad of 
it. It occurs to me that the defect in this account is, that the trading 
account and capital account are mixed up together. 

- Mr. Joun Box: They are so mixed up, and I have been for years 
contending that they should be kept separate. 

Sergeant Apams: Then this £15,000 is for new works ? 

- The Deputy Governor: No; £25,000 have been written off for 
ny ¢ — out of the contingency fund, and the remainder stands as 
a debt. 
+‘ Sergeant Apams: Then £27,500 have been written off for new works? 
- The Deruty Governor: No; £25,000. , 
*- Sergeant Apams: Then you have spent that sum in new 

The Deputy Governor: Yes. 

Sergeant Apams: You have expended in one half year £2000—in 
another, £2500. In fact, you have altogether, in four half years, 
spent £27,500 odd, and taken out of the profits of the company 
nearly £10,000. 

The Derury Governor: We have spent more than that, I think. 
Why, there is one item of £2500 for new works. 

Sergeant Apams: I see from the balance-sheet of June, 1854, that 
you have written off for new works £2500. 

The Deruty Governor: Very likely. 

Sergeant Apams: And then the next half year you restored it? 

. The Deruty Governor: Is it worth while going into accounts so 
far back? 

Sergeant Apams: I do not do it from a hostile feeling, but I cannot 
approve of this mode of keeping the accounts. I want to have the 
profit and loss account and the capital account kept separate. 

The Deruty Governor: So they are. 

Sergeant Apams:’ Indeed they are not. 
dribbling away your yee every half year. You should, by some 
increase of your capit#, make your accounts straight, and divide your 
profits. When you are‘only dividing 43 per cent., is this a time to be 
making such outlay. But I now come to a far. more important ques- 
tion, and one on which’'the substantial firmness of the company will 
very much depend. You have in your account for the present half 

ear an item of £1359."4s. for retorts ; in your last half year you have 

‘or retorts £7060, and’for the preceding half year £3337. 10s. 6d. 
The differences in these items may arise from ‘the different mode of 
making your retorts. _It may be owing to your substituting clay 
retorts for iron retorts. This large item of £7000 may not: occur 
again. I should like to. know, if it would not be exposing any of 
your secrets, whether this large expenditure is likely to occur again? 
* The Derury Governor: We have no secrets. ‘ — 

Sergeant Apams: Then will the expenditure for retorts be so much 
next half year? 3 Koy pe? &) 
pb: The Governor :. Mr. Sergeant Adams, if it comes to £7000 again, I 
will pay the difference out of my own pocket. (Hear, hear.) » 


you are now on your hobby again, and you 





works ? 


You should not go on 


are riding him too fast. 
1 The Governor (warmly): So are 
to £6000 a year, nor even to £4000. 
‘© Sergeant Apams : Then are we to expect that in the next half year 
we won’t have to pay £7000 for retorts? 

‘» The Governor: No, ‘ : 

*--The Dervry Governor: Last year we had to build two new retort- 
houses,. About two years ago we changed from iron to clay.. What- 
ever may be the cost of the retorts we set in any half year, we charge 
them in the accounts of that half year; but those clay retorts, in- 


you. The retorts will not come 








word.“ spent’? and “used.” It is spent in the current floating 





stead of lasting only eight or nine months, like iron, had lasted eighteen 
months, and are now as goodasever. 2 sopse@e tet i 

Sergeant Apams: It appears to me that nothing can be more satis- | 
factory than your answer. It is the very answer I wished to elicit. | 
I have not come here to find fault or to cry down my own property ; | 
but you are wrong in saying that the clay retorts will only last 
eighteen months. You will find that, if they are properly put up, they 
will last for four years. } 

The Dervry Governor: I did not say so. I said they are as good } 
now as when they were put up. : } 

Sergeant Apams: That is exactly what I am saying. You said,’ 
they will last eighteen months, because you have had them only 
eighteen months, I say they will last four years. ' | 

The Governor: Well, then, you will find that retorts will not cost 
£7000 next half year. . 

Sergeant Apams: I find that you have mixed up “ wages”’ and 
“‘contingencies.”” I suppose ‘‘ contingencies”’ only form a small part 
of this item in the account? What is this item for? | 

The Governor: For the general work of the establishment, car- | 
bonising, &c. 

The Deputy Governor: The contingencies are very small. 

The Governor: The word ‘‘ contingencies "’ is copied from the old) 
papers, but I objected to the word; it should be wages only. 

he Deputy Governor: Work and wages for one week amount to 
£190, and contingencies only to £6. ‘ 
, Sergeant 'Apams: Then it is quite clear that the great diminution 
is in the wages? | 

The Governor: Yes. 

Sergeant Apams: Then, if that be the case, whether it be owing to 
better management, one thing is clear, that with an increased rental 
of upwards of £9000, you are enabled to save nearly £1000 in wages 
for the half year? 

~The Governor: Yes. 

Sergeant Apams: ‘Then, if you are enabled to show that you have 
effected that saving in wages and retorts, surely I have done no harm 
in eliciting those answers. I am perfectly satisfied that the accounts | 
are honest at bottom, though I disapprove of the manner in which | 
they are kept. To, me, however, that is unimportant. I do feel, | 
however, a strong desire and great hope that something may be done} 
to sink the old contingency fund, and that some call may be made on | 
your new shares, so that we may not be taking driblets out of the! 
profits. In this half year you have actually a profit of £7000 more | 
than you had in the corresponding half year of last year. This shows 
increasing prosperity. You have now. nearly. a clear. dividend of 
8 per cent., but it would be unwise—in fact, the height of imprudence 
—to go beyond 6%. . I have not come here as an Imperial holder, for 
the purpose of showing the superiority of one company over another. 
Those companies are now perfectly distinct, and are prohibited by act | 
of Parliament from crossing each other. Our hands are now tied in | 
that respect. We are now very good friends, and I do not see why | 
we should not continue to be so. 

The Derury Governor: I should be very sorry to take credit for 
better management this half year than for any previous half year. | 
We will, however, give our most serious attention to everything con- | 
nected with the interests of the company. We shall not be exposed | 
to so much expenditure hereafter. . We had formerly duplicate mains | 
to lay, which we do not require now. 

The Governor: Our wages for years back were at the rate of Is. 4d, 
per 1000 cubic feet ; they are now only 8d. 

Mr. Joseru Box :.I am glad to hear an explanation so satisfactory ; 
but there is one point which, I think, is not pushed far enough. I} 
wish to know whether the increased rental has arisen from increased | 
business, from.the system of putting down new meters, from the} 
stoppage of leakage, or from an increased number of new customers. 

Mr. Gray: There is obviously an increased rental. 

The Governor: Yes, and in consequence we had to lay last year 
172 new mains. : 

Mr. Gztster: An honourable proprietor has elicited some informa- 
tion regarding the contingent fund. Now I asked over and over 
again for some information regarding that contingent fund, and I am 
sorry to say that even now we have no information on that point. It 
appeared that £15,000 or £18,000 had been expended in enlarging 
pipes. I think the old pees ought to have been sold, and the amount 
received for them brought into the account. . I am happy to hear that 
our prospects are extremely favourable, and that we can go on now 
without much additional expenditure of capital. | 

The Governor: No, we may have to expend more, 

Mr. Geister: Then are we to go on in ignorance of what we are 
expending ? : Tete 

‘The Deputy Governor: No; information is given of everything. 

Mr. GeIstEr : ‘It has been explained that the new method of using 
clay retorts instead of metal retorts has caused a large saving of ex- | 
pense. There has been also a saving in the item of wages. In the 
Midsummer of 1853 wages amounted to £15,000, while in 1855 they | 
only amounted to £14,485. I see our contingent fund is reduced to | 
nothing, but we have no statement of what those new works are. . A | 
certain amount of those new works used to be carried to the wear and 
tear, contingencies, and to wages. The proportion of that work, 
which we formerly carried out with our profits, is now carried out 
with our capital. vat Be cage : 

Sergeant Apams: It is put amongst the capital, but it is not capital. | 
I hope that in future we shall have the estimates of the works going 
to be accomplished. This is done by all other companies. 

The Governor: If you walk into the office you will find that all 
this is done by our company. . 

Mr, Geister: This seems to be a strange way of carrying out an 
account. . You mix your general merchant account with the profit and 
loss account. . ee a 

The Governor: We cannot satisfy everybody. I wished, the ac- 
counts to be stated differently, but it was thought most wise to go on. 
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in the ae way. You have, however, a-straightforward account 
of £. 8 

Sergeant Apams: That is what we want. 

The Governor: That is what we have done, but Mr. Geisler has 
gota plan of hisown. We now say that we have made a profit of 
| £6000 or £7000, and that we propose to divide 6 per cent. 

Mr. GeisLer : Why not give the items P 

The Deputy Governor : It is impossible that we could furnish the 
items ; that would make the balance-sheet too voluminous, without 
— so intelligible; but any proprietor can go into the office and 
|satisfy himself with respect to every item of receipt and expenditure. 
| Mr. Geisler gave notice at a previous meeting that he would inquire 
|into all the items. Now I showed him every item in the accounts, 
|and yet he says he knows nothing. 
| Mr, Getster: You hold the items in your hand; read them to us? 

The Derury Governor then rapidly read a long list of the items, 
and remarked, that if they were not deemed satisfactory, further inform- 
ation would be obtained in the next room. 


Mr. Joun Box: I am very much pleased with the course pursued 
| at this meeting by some gentlemen on my right and left hand. They 
are strangers to me, but f am satisfied of their ability to examine and 
settle accounts. I believe I have not been absent from more than one 
half-yearly meeting of this company for thirty-six years, and my 
absence then was occasioned by great illness. This is the first time 
for eleven years and a half that you have withheld from me the 
information and data by which I could understand the management 
of this concern. I appeal on this matter to every person in this room 
who witnessed my conduct on past occasions. I wish to observe, that 
the prosperity of this company does not depend on the decreased sum 
paid for paving and wages, but on a good system of carbonising. Now 
your system has been very bad in many cases. (Laughter.) This is 
no + matter. 

P EPUTY GoveERNOR: We do much better in that respect than 
others. 

The Governor: Will Mr. Box speak to the question ? 

| Mr. Joun Box: I am doing so now. 
| The Governor: Ithink youarenot. Save the time of the meeting. 
} 
| 








Mr. Joun Box: Perhaps it may be inconvenient for you to hear me. 
| The Governor: I am willing to stop here for twelve hours, if you 
|only keep to the question. 
| Mr, Joun Box: I will not keep you an hour. (Great laughter.) 
|At the last half-yearly meeting I showed that you improved 6 per 
| cent. in carbonising at the Westminster station, but that at the Brick 

Lane station and Curtain Road station you went back 8 percent. I 
want to have an opportunity now of ascertaining how you are going 
/on. The price of coals has nothing whatever to do with the quantity 
;of gas youmake. It does not matter whether the coals cost lds. or 
80s. per ton. Although it may make a wonderful difference as to 
| profit and loss, the result, so far as the supply of gas is concerned, 
| will be the same. 

Sergeant Apams: No, no, 

Mr, Gray: You are wrong. 
| The Governor: If every shareholder in the room were to have 
such details as you (Mr. Box) require furnished to him, we should 

pogeine eight or ten additional clerks, Ido not think you have a 
iright to ask for details required by no other shareholder. 

r. Joun Box: Every shareholder has a right to such a statement. 
| Tne Deputy Governor: I will give you a paper containing those 
| details, if you require it, and you may copy it; but it would involve 
|too much time and expense to furnish such details to the proprietors. 

A Prorriztor: The printing of 1000 copies would not cost much. 

Mr. Joun Box: Here is a letter I received from Mr. Beck in an- 

swer to a request to be furnished with the accounts which I have been 

|asking for:—‘* Being exceedingly busy in preparing for the half- 
yearly meeting, I am not in a position to comply with your request. 
|The information you seek will be prepared and submitted to the meet- 
| ing on Friday next, if you ask for it.” 

The Dervuty Governor: Well, you can have it now if you ask for 
|it, but this paper must be returned. 
| Mr, Joun Box: Now, sir, I ask for it, and I pledge myself to return 
|it before I leave the room, 
| The Dervry Governor then handed him the paper. 
| Mr. Joun Box: Shall I on any future occasion be supplied with 
| similar information before the meeting takes place? It is clearly im- 
| possible for me to examine this paper now. I have been supplied 
| with this kind of information for the last eleven years, 
| The Governor: No. 

Mr. Box: Yes, L.have, sir, for the last eleven years. 

The Governor (sharply): I deny it. Don’t make those abomina- 
ble assertions, which are not true. 

Mr. Box: Well, I will say “ eight years.” I should like to know 
‘now, distinctly, whether I shall be supplied with this information in 
future. 

The Governor: Certainly not, individually. 

Mr. Box: Then will you have it printed with the accounts, so as to 
make the shareholders acquainted with it? 

The Governor: No. 

Mr. Box: Then I will move a resolution to that effect. 

A Propriztor: And I will second it. 

Sergeant Apams: I risetoorder. You cannot move a resolution; 
there is one already before the chair. 

Sir James Duke: Allow me, sir, to say that I have great pleasure 
in seeing you occupy that position. I had the pleasure of serving 
with you on public boards for many years, and I am glad to see a 
gentleman of your integrity and business habits presiding over us. 
think, however, that the directors have nothing to conceal, and that 
every information ought to be given to the shareholders, in order that 
they may not part with their Berean | for want of knowing its value. 
I have always thought that the contingent fund was for the purpose 
of equalising the dividends, I have seen the shares of the company, 








come down.as low as £36 or £37, which would not be the case if we 
had a contingent fund. I contend that that fund ought not to be 
aa to works. If that fund be not properly applied, serious 
difficulties will arise, and many small proprietors who are depending 
on the interest of their mnoney as a means of paying off small debts 
will be grievously dissappointed. 

The Governor: I am quite of your opinion, Sir James. 

Sir James Dvuxe: I did not come here to find fault, and I am glad 
to find matters as well off as they are. 

The Derury Governor: The accounts which we submit to the 
proprietors are balances, not details, 

Sir James Duxe; I do not think it necessary to be furnished with | 
the details of the accounts, but with the totals, | 

The Deputy Governor: Various questions have been put to us to- | 
day as to the mode of keeping the accounts, and a great variety of ; 
opinion has been expressed upon that subject. All we can do is to, 
get our accounts kept by a first-rate accountant, and we do so. I must 
say I never heard of a contingent fund for the purpose of paying a 
dividend, | 

Sir Javes Duke: I am connected with a bank where there is| 











£140,000 appropriated to that purpose. | 

Mr, Gray: I quite concur in the observations made by James_ 
Duke. It always appeared to me to be an act of the grossest injustice | 
to the proprietors to deprive them of the advantages which they 1 
might derive from that fund. Iam clearly of opinion that whatever || 
profit may be realised in a half year ought to be divided in that half 
year. The contingent fund consists of undivided profits, and ought 
to be divided among the proprietors. If a further sum of money, 
should be required to enlarge your works, let that sum be raised bya 
call, and not by appropriating undivided profits. I am, however, | 
much satisfied with the increasing prosperity of this company. | 

Mr. Ruopes; Is it your pleasure now to answer a question respect- 
ing the leakage? What is the amount of leakage? 

The Governor: About 18 per cent. 

Mr. Ruopss : Is that greater than the leakage of last year? 

The Governor: We have not got a comparative account, but you. 
can have it by applying at the office. | 

The resolution was then unanimously agreed to. 

The Secretaky said the next resolution to be proposed was, that 
6 per cent. be declared on the profits for the last six months, payable 
on and after the 12th of November. 

The motion having been put, 

Sergeant Apams said, a question had been asked about carbonisa- 
tion. He had had an opportunity of seeing the carbonisation of the 
Chartered Company compared with that of another company, Of 
course it was impossible tu arrive at more than an approximation to 
the truth, as the amount of cannel used by the two companies re- 
spectively could not be known; but it appeared to him to be six of 
one and half-a-dozen of the other, 

The Deruty Governor: No, ours was far better. 

Sergeant Apams: No, I can prove it was not. I thought you 
would be satisfied by your being put on equal terms with the Imperlal, 
but there are some people whom nothing will satisfy. I hope that 
every proprietor, whatever may be his opinion as to the mode of, 
keeping the accounts, will come to this conclusion, that the directors 
have nothing to conceal. Our able accountant—whose principal 
talent consists in mystification—is a namesake of mine; but I know, 
the trouble he gave me in the Bedlam accounts. He mystified them) 
so much that it took me a month to understand them. (Laughter.) 
With reference to the retorts and wages, I hope that next summer we 
shall be in the pleasing position promised by the chairman, | 


Mr. Stuart moved, as an amendment, there should be a dividend of 
ih 


5 per cent., and 1 per cent. bonus. 

Mr. Box inquired whether there was any objection to paying, in 
future, the dividends in the rvom, as had been done by the Pheenix | 
and Imperial ? } 

The Governor: No. 

Sergeant Apams thought it was an objectionable practice, and the 
only thing in which the Imperial required improvement. 

The motion was then agreed to. | 

Mr. Joun Box then moved that, in future, the printed accounts | 
circulated among the shareholders should contain a statement of the 
quantity of coals used at the several stations, 

The Dervury Governor said he would not promise, but he thought 
there would be no difficulty in doing so. 
. > Box: Then am I to take that as an understanding that it will 

e done? 

The Deputy Governor: No, I will not have it so understood. | 

Mr. Box: Then I shall proceed with the resolution, 

The Deputy Governor: I see no difficulty in giving the honour- 
able proprietor what he asks, but I make no promise. 

The resolution was then withdrawn. 

ELECTION OF AUDITORS. 

Mr. Francis Witham and Mr. J, W. Sloper were then unanimously 
re-elected as auditors. 

VACANCY IN THE DIRECTION. 

The Governor announced that a vacancy had been occasioned in 
the direction by the death of his lamented friend, Mr. Hopper, who | 
had been an active and useful member of the board. Some persons 
had suggested that the vacancy should not be filled up. They had 
already reduced the board to ten, but he was convinced that the 
business of the company could not be performed by nine. (Hear, 
hear.) Captain Brown was a candidate for the vacant office. 

Sergeant Apams thought it would be a false economy to allow any 
further reduction in the number of directors, The learned gentleman 
then moved that a vote of thanks be given to the chairman and board 
of directors, which vote was seconded by-Mr. Stuart, and carried 
unanimously. 

The Governor briefly thanked the shareholders on behalf of him- 
self and brother directors, and the proceedings terminated. 
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THE LONDON GAS COMPANY. | 
'| The ordinary Half-yearly Meeting of this Company was held at the 
|| Freemasons’ Tavern on Wednesday, Oct. 10, the deputy-governor, 
|| Mr. Spracug, in the chair. 
| The advertisement convening the meeting having been read, and the | 
|| seal of the company affixed to the register of proprietors, 
|| The Cuarrman said it devolved on him to inform the shareholders 
| why he presided on the present occasion. His friend, Mr. Hawkins, 
|| whose long connection with the company and intimate acquaintance 
|| with its affairs so well qualified him for the office, had made arrange- 
|| ments to go abroad, and was not able to wait over the period originally 
|| fixed for the meeting (Oct. 3). An unfortunate calamity, however, 
befel their accountant, and delayed the making up of the accounts; and 
, this had necessitated the postponement till that day. He (the chair- 
/man) much regretted Mr. Hawkins’s absence from what he believed 
| to be one of the most interesting meetings of the company that had 
been held for some time past. Having offered this apology, he would 
|| at once proceed to read the report, which was as follows :— 
| 


| Your directors submit to you the balance-sheet and half-yearly accounts, show- 
| ing the result of the manufacture and distribution of the company’s gas up to the 
| 30th of June last. Astatement of the profit and loss for the past half year is annexed 
| tothis report. It will be seen by the statement of the dividend fund that a sum of 
| £5766. 10s. 4d. remains applicable to dividend; of that sum £3777. 18s. 9d. will be 
appropriated to the payment of the dividend upon the first preference shares of 1849, 
due on the 15th instant, leaving a balance of £1988. lle. 7d. to the credit of the divi- 
|. dend fund ; out of which the directors recommend that lds. per share be paid, on and 
after the 15th day of December next, on account of suspended dividends on the pre- 
ference shares of 1840, commonly known as blue preference shares. 
|| * Upon a comparison of the accounts with those of the corresponding portion of the 
|| year 1854, it will be seen at first sight that but little improvement has been made in 
|| the manufacture. A closer inspection will lead to a different conclusion. It is true 
| that the profit of the two half years is nearly the same, though slightly in favour of 
the present; but this result is obtained, although we have had to pay for coal) nearly 
| £3000 more, and to receive for coke and other products above £200 less, than would 
| have been the case had the prices remained the same as in 1854. The actual manu- 
|; facture, therefore, has improved in the interval to the extent of about £5000 on the half 
|| year. A far more satisfactory result would have been obtained, but that the evil con- 
sequences of want of storage room for gag, so often pressed upon the shareholders, 
were greatly aggravated by the bursting, early in the winter, of the tank of the 
largest gasholder, as mentioned in the lastreport; and still further, early in January, 
by another accident, occasioning the loss of a second gasholder at the time of our 
utmost need ; therefore, at a very heavy cost, and by great exertions only, could the 

















main object of keeping together the busi of the company be effected. But this 
object was effected so completely, that no winter in the recollection of the directors 
has passed with such entire absence of complaint on the part of the consumers. No 
material reduction of expense was possible till the middle of April, from which period | 
to the end of the half year the management of the manufacture has been such as in | 
some measure to counterbalance the disasters of the winter quarter. In thesummer | 
quarter a saving was effected of 1120 tons of coals, and £725. 18s. 9d. in wages, as | 
compared with the corresponding period of 1854; and this though the gas rental has | 
increased. ° | 
“*It is most gratifying to the directors to be able to state, that the whole of the 
gasholders have now been placed in an efficient state of repair; that the improved state 
of working, due to the zeal and energy of our resident and consulting engineers, 


| has continued to the present time; and that they therefore look forward with 


confidence to the result of the present half year’s manufacture. In this confidence 

they feel the more justified, because, having had the accounts of the past half year 

dissected, so as to show the working of the two quarters separately, it is clear that | 
if the system which prevailed in the second quarter could have been carried out in 

the first, an increased profit of some thousands would have been the result. But 

though an increased profit may be obtained, yet recent experience has only con- 

firmed what has been so repeatedly stated in our reports, namely, that, until suffi- 

cient gasholders are provided, it is impossible that these profits could be such as 

the various improvements in the works and mains are calculated to produce, or 

such as to enable our working to stand a fair comparison with that of any company 

not so circumstanced; aod some of our shareholders have felt this so strongly, that | 
they have recently joined with the directors in a strenuous effort to remedy the 

defect. A large sum has been already subscribed, conditionally on a sufficient 

amount being raised, to construct a gasholder of such magnitude as to meet the 

emergencies of the company for some years to come, The directors do therefore 

again urge upon the shareholders who have not already done so, to give, for their 

own sakes, the needful aid, and that without delay, so that before the wiuter of 

1856 this monster difficulty may be overcome. 

** The bill for districting in Surrey, to which it was said in our last report that 
the assent of the shareholders would be required, has been withdrawn, on account 
of the opposition of a large portion of the consumers. The object of the bill having 
been rather to protect the consumer than to benefit the gas companies, no other 
course could, under the circumstances, be taken. 

‘* The directors having failed in inducing Mr. Vallance to continue his valuable 
services, reluctantly accepted his resignation; and, thinking it advisable that the 
vacancy should not continue until the period when Mr. Vallance would have retired 
by rotation, they have, under the powers of the Company’s Clauses Consolidation Act, 


| elected Mr. Hallett, late an auditor, to be a director in the room of Mr. Vallance. 


As Mr. Hallett, in addition to his having been an auditor, has on several important 
occasions been elected by the shareholders to act on their behalf, the directors are 
assured that their selection will meet with general approbation. 

“The vacancy thus created in the auditorship will have to be filled at this 
meeting.” 


The Szcretary read the following balance-sheet :— 


1] Dr. PROFIT anp LOSS, Harr Year ENDING JuNE 20, i855. Cr, 
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LINE cccncasuace:s otieskenees 810 10 5 
| Stationery and incidental expenses .... +0. ees0 +++ 512 2 3 
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| Se —_—_——e—_—— 
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Interest on borrowed MONeY ,..+..eeceeeeessseces ccccvccccccscccce £3,040 2 5 
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| RD esis tbdcensininses sedwsecs --.. £8,049 19 0 Balance brought down .....essccssecsseces £8,049 19 0 
| Dr. DIVIDEND FUND. Cr. 
First preference shares’ dividend, March 31, 1855 .......e00-es00 oo £3,746 15 6) Surplus profit, Dec. 31, 1854 2... ce ccccccccccsccccsccceeressccees S942 14 3 
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) The Cuarrman then said: Gentlemen, having heard the report 
|-and the statement of accounts, it now becomes my duty to submit 
|| the following resolution :—‘‘ That the report of the directors, and the 
|| accounts now laid before the meeting, be received and adopted.”’ 
|| It is not my intention to take up much of your time by any state- 
ment in addition to the report, which, though concise, enters, Tthink, 
| pretty fully into all the circumstances of our condition. There is one 
matter, however, which is not included in the report, which some 
| may think should have been there; but the directors, in the exercise 
|of their discretion, have thought otherwise, inasmuch as the nego- 
tiation I refer to ended:in nothing. No doubt it is within the know- 
ledge of some of the-shareholders that in-the course of the last half 
| year the directors received a communication from some patties, 
through a very influential and old shareholder, having for its object 








‘the deliberate opinion to which the directors 
| whom ‘the offer had been made, and, havin 













| quapemeneneense ee 
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| Dr. CAPITAL ACCOUNT, June 30, 1855. Cr. 
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Interest on shares, 1845 .. 2,986 15 2 Fittings at theatres ...... ° 791 9 2 
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Balance of profits, viz. :— £508,406 7 9 
Previous half year..... scerecccscccccsesescesess £0,912 14 3 Sundry utensils... ........ e000 eee 647 10 0 
Half year ending June 30, 1855...6....00seeeecee 5,009 16 7 Goods and products in store... 16,409 11 8 
aoa Amount to receive on shares....... 10,657 13 5 
; £10,952 10 10 Ditto owing for gas ...... | 
Dividenc first preference shares, March 31, 1855, WS RP OER cc cccvcccccosesccecs 
£3746. 15s, 6d.; on blue shares, £1439. 5s........ 5,186 0 6 Ditto for house rents,... scscceses 
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much importance to be treated with anything like indifference ; and we | 
therefore entered into it most earnestly, so as to ascertain whether it 

was such an offer as ought to be accepted; whether it was such a) 
matter as would necessitate the calling of the shareholders together | 


Cash in hand ......... 
Balance, Dec, 31, 1854. 





, to consult upon it; and if it were an offer such as it was desirable to 


accept, whether there was a possibility of carrying it out. To this, I | 
say, we earnestly applied ourselves ; and the result of our investiga- | 
tion was, in the first instance, that it was not such an offer as would | 
be desirable for the company to accept ; and in the next place, that, if | 
it had been, it would be utterly impossible to carry it out, ‘This was | 
themselves came; and, 
having done so, they communicated -with the gentleman through 
laid ‘before him ‘the 
circumstances of the ease, and the prospects of ‘the company as they 














the purchase of the company’s works. This was a matter of too | were then being realised, he acquieseed in the opinion entertained by 
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| the directors. I need not explain that it necessarily devolves upon 
the board of directors to enter upon such a matter as this, and to 
carry it through, if desirable and practicable; and the directors have 
no wish to shirk the responsibility which belongs to them; but still 
they felt that it was advisable that they should have the counsel of 
some of the influential and large shareholders of the company. They 
therefore consulted a number of them, whg favoured them with their 
attendance, upon an invitation from the board, at which meeting was 
represented shares and loans to the amount of upwards of £60,000, 
exclusive of any holding of the directors. I mention this merely to 
show you that the parties whom we consulted upon the subject were 
men who had a very large interest in the matter, and were the most 
likely to be quite alive to the importance of the question. The result 
of that conference was, that they also entirely acquiesced in the course 
which the directors had taken, and came to the conclusion, with them, 
that it was such an offer as it was not desirable to entertain. That 
being so, there was an end of the matter. Who the parties were, we 
are not fully aware, because, as we did not entertain the offer favour- 
ably, we made no impertinent inquiries. 

Mr. Cox: Do you mean to say that you do not know who the 
| parties were? 

‘The Cuarrman: Certainly. 

Mr. Cox: That appears to me a most extraordinary thing. 

“ Mr. Gray: The parties did not wish their names to appear. 

The Cuarnman: That is exactly the case. The offer was made to 
us in the way I have described; and, believing it to be bond fide, we 
treated it with all respect. At the same time, let me say that I would 
have it distinctly understood, that we do nct consider the London Gas 
Company is in the market for sale ; but as this matter came before us 
somewhat like the offer that was made by Mr. Croll on another occa- 
sion, we ay it our duty to enter upon the consideration of it. 
‘Mr. Cox: It shows the inconsistency of dealing with shadows. 

The Cuarrman: Depend upon it, had the matter gone further, we 
should not have struck a bargain without knowing who we were 
dealing with,. The proposition was simply this :—‘‘ Are you inclined 
to entertain such a proposal?—if so, there are parties who are 
willing to ;come forward and carry it out.”” We found that it was 
not an eligible offer, and therefore we made no further inquiries 
about it. I believe I may say further, that even the gentleman who 
was the medium of communication between the parties and the 
board was himself in ignorance as to who the actual parties were. 

Mr. Cox said, a report had been circulated that the directors were 
in treaty with the Imperial Company. 

The CuarrMan said he was not aware of the existence of such a 
report, but there were so many rumours afloat that they would have 
enough to do if they attended to them all. 

Mr. Ruopves said, the offer referred to by the Chairman was not 
from the Imperial Company. 

The Cuarnman: Whether it was so or not we do not know. Gen- 
| tlemen, I have said that Mr. Hawkins regretted he could not attend 
| this meeting, because he thought it was a more interesting meeting 
| than any we have had for a considerable length of time. It has been 
|over and over again stated to you what are the difficulties with 
| which we have had to contend, and your own experience is sufficient 
| to convince you of their reslity; but we do believe that those diffi- 
| culties are now at an end; and that, having reached the culminating 
| point, we are in a fair way to stand well in comparison with any 
jcompany extant. (Hear, hear.) The report refers to the circum- 

stances of.the past winter, which you must all recollect ; and those of 
| you who are at all acquainted with the manufacture of gas and its 
|distribution, will wonder how it was that we beat -through the 
| winter at all. But, as the report says, it was most gratifying, 
jalthough at a large cost, that we did succeed in giving more general 
|satisfaction to our consumers than at any previous time since my 
,connection with the company. That is most satisfactory, because 
| you’ are aware that, even when we had all the old gasholders in full 
|action, there was an utterly inadequate storage for the amount 
| manufactured ; and when we were deprived of the largest of these 
holders, and also of the second-sized one, in the very depth of 
| winter, the wonder is, I say, how it ever was carried through at all ; 
‘and it certainly commends the exertions of your engineer very much 
|to your approbation. (Hear, hear.) The report states, that it was 
{not till the middle of April there was a possibility of curtailing the 
|expenses and overcoming the difficulties we have had to encounter. 
|I think at the last meeting I sufficiently explained what those diffi- 
| eulties were—viz., those arising from a want of sufficient gas-holding 
| room, We must manufacture and distribute a certain quantity of gas 
| at whatever cost; but from the middle of April, when the winter con- 
| sumption was over, our engineer was enabled to bring into operation 
various improvements. . The gasholder room, as the consumption 
decreased, became more adequate to the storage of what was manu- 
| factured; and so it proceeded to the end of the half year, the result 
| being as stated in the report—a saving of 1120 tons of coal, and 
| £725. 18s. 9d. in wages alone. That, I think, is sufficient evidence 
| that we have got into a better state of things to that which has pre- 
| vailed for a great length of time. It will be the more satisfactory to 
| you to know that this is not a mere flash in the pan—that it is a posi- 
tive reality, and no myth at all, I hold in my hand a statement 
taken from the returns for eleven weeks ending Sept. 2, 1854. . The 
coals carbonised during that period were 7070 tons 5 cwt. of .New- 
castle coal, 15 tons of Boghead, and 344} tons of cannel coal, making 
altogether 7429 tons and 15 cwt. The carbonising wages paid for the 
same period was £1566, and the general wages £1400... In the eleven 
arty, 80 We weeks of 1855, the coals carbonised were all Newcastle 
—no Boghead, and no cannel; and the quantity. was 6508 tons 
15 cwt., the carbonising wages £1232. 13s. 2d., and the general wages 
£1135, 9s. 1d.; the result being in favour of 1855 of 921 tons of coals 
saved, £333. 18s. 3d. in carbonising wages, and £264. 17s. 2d. in 
general wages. (Hear, hear.) You are aware, of course, that this. is 
the summer quarter, and, as the report says, will bear a very different 











roofed over. - ‘ : . 
. . ‘Mr..Ruopes then referred to the multiplicity of mains in the Lam- 





proportion to what the winter quarter is likely to produce. I would 
therefore caution you against expecting too much; but, supposing 
the winter quarter to show a similar result— though the want of 
sufficient storage room will militate against it—TI think there is quite 
enough to prove that we are in a better state than we were. , I have 
here also another statement, which is up to the 16th of September, 
and which states that the saving to that time was 84 tons 15 cwt. 
in coals, and £71. 16s, in wages. I hold in my hand also an ac- 
count of the last week’s working up to the 8th of October, which 
shows a saving of 102 tons 15 cwt. of coals, and £83. 7s. in wages, in 
one week, The quantity of gas manufactured in the corresponding 
weeks I have named has been about the same, but on the quarter it 
is half a million more; while the customers have been better supplied, 
and the quality of the gas has been so uniform that we never hear a 
complaint, except such as arises from some local cause. I think, 
therefore, that I am justified in saying that these statements do 
make this a more interesting meeting than we have had for some 
time. It is perhaps of no avail to refer now to the causes which have 
placed us in such enormous difficulties; but I will take this credit to 
the directors, that they have never flinched from meeting them, under 
a full conviction that the time would come when they would all be 
conquered.’ I believe that that time has now arrived, and that in 
bringing about so desirable a result, great credit is due to our present 
engineer. But I would have you also take into — consideration 
that very many of the improvements which have been effected have 
been in progress for a considerable length of time. If you know any- 
thing of gas manufacture, you will be aware of the fact, that it is 
utterly impossible for a system to be entirely altered and brought 
under a new arrangement, except at a very considerable expenditure 
of time and money; but, having arrived at this result, I do feel my- 
self justified in congratulating the company upon the fact that we 
have reached, as I believe, the culminating point of our difficulties, 
and that we have now before us a better prospect than the company 
ever had since the time it started. I will not trouble you with any 
further observations, but simply move the adoption of the report. 

Mr. Crappocx briefly seconded the motion. 

On the question being put, 

Mr. Ruopgs rose, aad proposed a number of questions to the chair- 
man, which were answered seriatim. The first had reference to the 
questions in dispute between this company and the Imperial. 

The Cuarrman said, the matter was in the same condition as at the 
last meeting, except that there had been two or three meetings before 
the arbitrator. 

Mr. Ruopes: With respect to the new ground at Nine Elms, do 
you intend to let the cottage and house stand when you erect the 
new gasholder ? 





The Cuarrman said, the company had no power over the cottage 
and house, which were let on Jease at a ground rent. 
Mr. Ruopes: Do you intend to purchase the lease? 


Mr. Gray thought that it would be impolitic to’ state what the || 


intentions of the directors were; it might defeat their purpose. 


Mr. Ruopes inquired when the company would take possession of | 


the ground, 


The Cuarrman said they were already in possession, and, though |} 
they had let the ground until it was wanted, they could turn the tenant || 
They were so far in possession of the ground |, 
that they had recently been boring for the purpose of testing the |! 


out at a day’s notice. 


strata on which to build the new gasholder. ~ 


Mr. Ruopes, after remarking upon the dilapidated state of some of 
the buildings, inquired whether the directors found the chemical pro- |: 
cess which they had on the oven side’ of the works answer their |! 


expectations. ; 





The CuarrMan said, he hardly knew how to answer that question, 


because it formed part of the whole concern. He could inform Mr. | 
Rhodes that they made gas cheaper by the ovens than by any other 
rocess. 
’ Mr. Ruopes said he was not speaking about the ovens, but about 
the chemical process of purifying. 
The CuarrMan said, the result of those products went against the | 
cost of the gas. If they had so much ammoniacal liquor turned into 


salts, that stood for so much, and was taken off the cost of coal, the |! 


difference being what the gas cost. 


Mr. Ruopes: Have you got the two station-meters in work for the || 


ovens and for the retorts? 


The Cuarrman: Yes; but it must be understood that they have 


occasionally to be drawn out to be cleaned. 
Mr. Ruopes: Which is the cheapest, the ovens or the retorts? 
The Cuarrman: I have before stated that we make gas cheapest by 
means of the ovens. ' 


Mr. Ruopes: Does not that depend a good deal upon the price of |! 


coke? 


the price of gas is effected. é 
Mr. Ruopes: My next question is, Have you settled with the 
Atlas Company? , 
The Cuarrman: We have nothing to settle with them; they are 
perfectly satisfied, and have every reason to be so. I wish I had the 
same amount.on as good security. 


-Mr. Ruopes then inquired how it was that the three exhausters 


were out of repair at one time, and whether it would not be better to 
have the exhausters covered over. 
The Cuairman said that what 


the -possibility of accident by fire from 





beth district, which caused, he said, a considerable quantity of gas 





The Cuarrman: By retorts we cannot get the same sort of coke to 
sell; therefore it is by the product of the ovens that the difference in || 


Mr. Rhodes called three was in fact 

only one exhauster—a sort of trinity; and that, though as far as re- || 
garded their wear it was not of the least consequence that they should 
be covered over, it was in contemplation, for the sake of preventing 


the railway, to have them |! 


| 
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. be unnecessarily manufactured, merely for the purpose of filling 
em. 

The Cuareman, in reply, said that the directors had caused a con- 
siderable number of surplus mains to be taken up—mains which had 
come into their hands by the districting arrangements on the Surrey 
side., The remainder would also be taken up as opportunity occurred. 
-: Mr. Ruonpgs, persisting in his statements that more mains were em- 
| ployed than. were nec , and having averred that the directors 
| did not themselves know on which side of the streets their mains lay, 
and that their engineer had not had sufficient experience to enlighten 
| them on the subject, ' 

The CuairMan rose and said: These statements compel me to do 
that which I would gladly have avoided; but I do feel that they are 
calculated to do injustice to the directors and their officers. It is as 
| perfectly transparent to me as the glass before me, what is the source 
| from which Mr. Rhodes derives the information on which he founds 
|his inquiries. It is from a discharged servant of the company, who 
| had lost entirely the confidence of the directors, and was dismissed. 
| This person is putting himself forward to do everything he possibly 
|can to damage the company, because the directors, and Mr. Hawkins 
|in particular, would not appoint him in the place of the surveyor of 
|the company. This man was never connected with a gas company 
| before he came to us as a draughtsman at 30s. per week ; and on Mr. 
Michiel’s recommendation we raised his salary to two guineas, be- 
| lieving that he was a man capable of doing any sort of work. 
| . Mr. Ruopgs: I take my information from the Gas and Water Times. 
Mr. Gray: And they get their information from the man alluded to. 
The Cuatrman: I feel that I am throwing away the time of the 
meeting, but I think it right to state thesethings. This person, from 
|whom no doubt the information is received, had the assurance, on 
| the death of Mr. Michiel, to put himself forward to take his place. 
| Mr, Cox said he should like to hear what Mr. Jones, the engineer, 
had to say; because if, as stated, they had six mains where two would 
| do, it was a serious matter. 
|_ Mr. Jonzs said, in the road to which Mr. Rhodes referred (the 
| London-road, Southwark) there were five mains, viz., 1 twelve, 2 
four, and 2 three inch, Some of these had been transferred to the 
| London Company from the Pheenix, and others from the South Me- 
| tropolitan, and that was general throughout the district. In the 
;months of April, May, and June last, he was actively engaged in 
taking up surplus mains wherever he could; and, where this was not 
practicable, in disconnecting the services and laying them dead. He 
|need not inform the proprietors that it would take a great deal of 
| money to do this completely, and would also divert the attention of 
| the servants of the company from other more immediately pressing 
| work, It was so at the time of which he spoke; several other jobs 
| sprang up, and he had to discontinue that. As regarded the want of 
| knowledge of the mains of the company, there had been a gross ex- 
| aggeration—there did not exist that ignorance on the subject which 
|had been alleged. The company had plans which, though not yet 
| perfect, were being every day improved, and soon would be. There 
| was no ground opened anywhere but a thoroughly competent person 
immediately examined and took a sketch of the mains and their rela- 
tive position to the pipes of other companies; nor was there ever 
|any mistake, as had been stated, about the laying on of services. 
| When it happened, as he was happy to say it often did, that there 
| was a service to lay on, a servant of the company went at once, found 
the main, and completed the work. 
| Mr. Cox: Is it true that all the five mains you have spoken of 
require to be filled with gas every night? 

Mr. Jones: One of these’ mains is a trunk and two are service 

|mains. It is my impression that I gave directions some nine weeks 

,ago to have two of those mains laid dead, and the services upon them 

| transferred to the others, For instance, the two three-inch mains to 
be transferred to the two four-inch. It is a wide road, and I deem it 

|expedient to have a main on each side, to avoid the necessity of 

ij}; having to draw my services across the road. 

’* After some observations from Mr. Ruopes as to the source of his 

iinformation, - , 

|The CHAIRMAN said, everything was being done by the directors 
and their officers as fast as possible, but it was not to be supposed 
that in the arrangements of the districts, where formerly there had 
been three companies in competition, all the surplus mains could at 
;once be taken up, and their services transferred to a single one. 

i» Mr. Ruopes: What do you calculate is your leakage in the year ? 
I find that the Phoenix Company is now only 25, whereas it used to be 
| 35 per cent. The Equitable is the most economically managed com- 
pany, and they lose about 15 per cent. 

|«:The Cuarrman said, the directors had sufficient esprit de corps to 
feel gratified on hearing that other companies were doing so well. 

| Mr. Ruopes inquired what the repairs of gasometer No. 5 had 
\eost. The chairman at the January meeting said it would be 
about £30. 

| he CuarrmMan: That must'be a mistake, 
\said so. 

| Mr. Cox: I assert it as a fact, that Mr. Hawkins did say so. 

Mr. Jones: It was wrongly reported. 

Mr. Curistre: My impression is that he said £130. 

The Cuarrman: It is palpable there must be some misunder- 
‘standing. The idea of a material repair to a gasholder being 
| effected at that price is preposterous. ; 

Mr. Cox: The chairman certainly said it would be a mere bagatelle. 
* Dr, Rytanp: My impression is that what the chairman referred to 
[was the cost of the gas. 

\: Mr..Gray: The time of the proprietors has been much taken up’ 
‘roa little matters of detail. Supposing it was said that the cost 








He could not have 


would not exceed £30; no one could really estimate the exact cost 
beforehand ; but, I take it for granted, the work has been effectually 





done. - 
Mr. Ruopzs: Respecting the mains in the roads and streets where 








alterations, I am 
e to see that our 


the Roads’ and Sewers’ Commissioners are maki 
afraid that our inspectors are not sufficiently aw 
pipes and joints are not injured. 

Mr. Gray: I think, by implication, no discredit should be thrown 
upon any officer of the company. If you have a surveyor who does 
not attend to his duty, he ought to be discharged. It is perfectly 
clear to us all that when a road is disturbed by the Sewers’ Com- 
missioners, the surveyor should be constantly after the men to avail 
himself of the opportunity of repairing the pipes where necessary, | 
and also to prevent damage. If I supposed the surveyor was| 
neglecting this part of his duty, I should say he was a very incom- 
petent man, and ought not to S in our service; but I have no idea | 
of a man’s character being frittered away by implication. } 

The Cuatrman: It was only yesterday morning that a report was | 
brought before us of damage to one of our mains by the Sewers’ | 
Commissioners, and we, as well as other companies, are endeavouring | 
to make a charge against the commissioners for the damage they do | 
us; but all they do is to laugh at us, I mention it to show that we 
are not nepeeting the matter. : 

Mr. Ruopzs: Do any of the directors supply the company directly 
or indirectly with any materials? 

The Cuarnman: IknowI do not. Certainly not. 

A Drrecror (to Mr. Rhodes); Have you any reason to expect 
they do? 

A SHarenoiper: Really we ought not to have these insinuations. 
If this gentleman has any evidence that ejther of the directors is 
behaving improperly, let him produce it; but do not let these in- 
sinuations (for which I am persuaded there is not the slightest 
ground) be spread abroad in this way. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Ruopres: Under what clause do you appoint your directors ? 

The Cuarrman: Under the “ Company’s Clauses Consolidation 
Act.” 

Mr. Ruopes: Then I think the shareholders are asleep. 

A SuareHotper: We shall be shortly, if you don’t give over. | 
(A laugh.) 

Mr. Ruopes: I have been asked out of doors when you intend to | 
declare a dividend upon the red preference shares ? 

The Cuarrman: I cannot say. Certainly not till all arrears on| 
the blue are paid. 

Mr. Ruopes: Then you do not as yet intend to do anything for | 
the old black shares ? | 

The Cuarrman: Nothing would make me happier than to give | 
them a large dividend, inasmuch as I am a holder of fifty-one myself. > | 

Mr. Ruopes concluded his series of. questions by an inquiry as to | 
the alleged laying down of a service-pipe in one part of the district 
where, in his opinion, a branch main was required, but which was de- | 
nied by the engineer. 

Mr. Gray: I rise with much pleasure to express my satisfaction | 
with the accounts which have this day been presented. I see an 
evident improvement in the management of this company ; and, if, 
the proprietors will continue to give their confidence to the directors, 
I have no hesitation in saying there are elements of prosperity in the 
company, and that at no distant day the whole of the proprietors | 
will realise a good dividend. It has been correctly stated that there | 
has been, great economy within three months, that much less coal} 
had been consumed, while an equal quantity of gas has been supplied; 
and not only so, but there has been a great saving in the expense for 
labour. Now these are two very important matters, There are, how- 
ever, two other points to which I would wish to draw your attention, | 
upon the remedying of which I found my expectation, that at no | 
distant day you will realise a good dividend, In the first place, there 
must be a very great leakage somewhere; because, if you take the 
quantity of coals purchased and the quantity of gas which is produced, 
you will find that there is much less realised than there ought to be. 
In the next place, there must be a great consumption of fuel, . It is 
always understood that a ton of coals will produce a chaldron of 
coke; but I find, upon reference to the accounts, that the fuel con- 

sumed by you in carbonising the coal is 50 per cent. upon the 
quantity produced. That is very much greater than other companies. 
If you take into account that instead of your coals realising 6000 
feet per ton as they have done lately, they produced 7500, which 
they would do by good management, you will see that your rental, 
which is now £45,000, would be increased 25 per cent., or £9000 
per year; that is, if you carbonise for 30 per cent., which is about the 
quantity generally taken by other companies. 

The Cuarrman: We are carbonising now upon 25. 

Mr. Gray: I am speaking upon the half year, andI say, that if by 
good management you can increase your returns in the way I have 
pointed out, you will soon have a good dividend. We all know that 
when a company has not gone on so prosperously as it is desired, a 
great deal of blame is often attributed to the executive, when, perhaps, 
they do not deserve it. I believe, however, we shall yet reap a good 
harvest, if we are not discouraged; and I hope my honourable friends, 
by whom I am surrounded, will go away under the conviction that 
we are now in a much better state than we ever were in. _ I have great 
pleasure in giving my support to the resolution, and expressing my 
satisfaction with the accounts. 

Mr. Dzetry: I have much pleasure in stating that I believe you 
have got a better engineer than you ever had since the formation of the 
company. I speak from a personal inspection of the works before and 
since his appointment. I went last Saturday over the works, and I 
was surprised at the alterations which have been made. I feel that 
great credit is due to those who have effected the change. The retorts 
have been much concentrated, every thing seems revived, and is quite 
cheering to look at. The gasholder has been repaired effectually, so 
that there is no fear of its bursting again. I believe that we Love 
seen the worst, and I look forward with confidence to the future. 

Mr. Sykes was desirous of putting a question, of which he had 
given notice. In the report for April, 1853, it was stated that by, 

diminished leakage, from means which the directors were prepared 
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i| 
| immediatély to adopt, they expected to save £1000 in the half year. | crease of profit to the extent of £720, and there had been an increase 
| His question was—what was the per centage of loss of gas on the | of capital during the last year of £20,000. 
|| quantity made during the half year ending December, 1852, and what | The Cuarrman said, as to the first point, the increased rate of 
| the loss on the half year just ended? The answer to that would show | interest had something to do with it. In this account there was in- 
| whether there had been any improvement or not. troduced some interest on trade accounts, which stood over, and 
| | The Cuarrman said he held in his hand a paper which he believed | which would enlarge that item, but which did not prove that there 
| had been an increase in capital. There had also been a considerable 


| would furnish an answer to the question. In it the waste was brought | 
|!out for 1855 at 38 per cent., as compared with the half year ending | increase in the cost of coal, and a decrease in the price of products, 









| Dec. 1852, when it was 33 per cent. 
| Mr. Syxes: Then it has increased? 

|| "The Cuarrman: Yes, about 44 per cent.; and, if you will bear 
| with me, I will endeavour to show how we believe it has occurred. 
| When we discovered it at the beginning of the year, it excited very 
| considerable alarm in our minds as to what might be its disastrous 
| effects; and it also excited in us an earnest desire to discover, if pos- 
|, sible, where it was goingto. We were apprehensive that in district- 
|,ing in Surrey some of the mains of other companies might still be 
connected with ours, and that we were supplying their consumers 
| with gas, without being at all aware of it. Every exertion was used by 
| pressure and examination of all the connections to see if such were 
| the case, but nothing of the kind was discovered; and we were com- 
| pelled to look to some other quarter for the solution of the mystery. 
|L believe that it will be found that the want of gasholder room—the 
|source of our difficulties for years past—is the true source of this in- 
crease, The gasholders were continually in work; there was scarcely 
any opportunity to put them out of action for the purposes of repair ; 













| 
| 
“were employed were strained beyond their power. 





As soon as the 
heavy pressure of the winter was over, we had the gasholders 
examined, and some of them were found in sucha state that they 













|eullenders, we must still have been compelled to use them; and we 
| believe that this is where the great leakage has been. It also follows, 
from the necessity there is of having a large number of ‘retorts put 








| sequence is that the gasholders are in a condition of what they call 









All these things have been attended to, and, as the report states, they 
| have been put into such a condition of repair as they have never be- 
|fore been. ‘This brings me again to a matter which has been fre- 
quently pressed upon your attention—the absolute necessity for 
|increased gasholder room. The necessity for it is so palpable, that 
the directors themselves have come forward to head a list, with 
a view to effect this very desirable object. Mr. Michiel calculated 
the loss from want of adequate gasholder room at £8000 a 
year. (Hear, hear.) We have had all these things gone into as 
| accurately as it is possible to go into such sorts of estimates by our 
| present engineers, and they bring it out as certainly not less than 
£6000 arising from this one cause, Now, if that really is founded on 
fact, it is evident how much it is to the interest of the shareholders to 
come forward and enable the directors to complete this object. We 
are now in a position to doit, having ground to place them upon. 
For years we have been endeavouring to do this, and could not: hence 
arose the necessity for enlarging the gasholder already in existence, 
and hence, too, the disastrous result; which has cost us thousands upon 
thousands in the expense incurred in doing it, and in the loss from its 
utter failure. This is the great, or, as it is properly called in the 
'report, the monster evil of the company ; and till that is overcome, it 
'is impossible to hope to get such dividends as the extent of the busi- 
[ness we do would otherwise justify us in expecting. At the con- 
| ference I alluded to before, I took the opportunity of calling attention 
to this circumstance, and I stated that though I had already advanced 
such large sums of money to the company—amounting at that time 
to £4000 on loan, besides £2000:-which I had converted from loans 
into the 6 per cent. preference shares, so as to get rid of the debt— 
I would advance £1000 towards the erection of the gasholder, if the 
shareholders would back me in the doing of it. My friend, Mr. Hall, 
was present at that meeting, and he immediately took up the ques- 
tion, and urged that something should be done upon the instant. 
The result was, that names‘were put down for various sums (the par- 
|ticulars of which the chairman read), amounting in the whole to 
'£10,250. I do think that such exertions as we are making ought to 
be seconded in such a manner as to place us beyond the possibility of 
| being continually in those difficulties that we have been floundering 
jin for years. Mr. Gray has referred, in a congratulatory strain, to 
‘our prospects, and, with Mr. Deeley, I am ready to give the greatest 
'meed of praise to our resident engineer, Mr. Jones, and also to our 
| consulting engineer, Mr. Jones, of the Commercial, for all that they 
have done; but you must bear in mind that very many of the fruits 
that are now being reaped ‘result from causes which have been in 
operation for a considerable length of time. Mr. Deeley must. not 
lose sight of the enormous quantity of large mains that we have laid 
jin different districts, and many other things which have been only 
carried out and completed by Mr. Jones, though in many instances 
rendered more efficient. 

Mr. Pigeon said, he found that, though the rental for the year 





















































































































































































































































and last winter, the two large gasholders being out of use, those that | 


really might be compared to cullenders; but, even if they had been | 


|into action after the heavy lighting takes place at night, that it isim- | 
| possible to regulate the manufacture and the storage; and the con- | 


** blowing,”’ which is, that the gas is’ bubbling out through the water. | 


In June, 1854, coals cost 15s. 6d.; in December, 16s. 7d.; and in 
June, 1855, 17s. 2d. 

Some conversation ensued on the item of interest in the report, 
and also on the increased capital, which the CaarrMan stated to be 
£6000. Remarks were also offered by Mr. Prezon and Mr. Cox on 
the subject of the conference called by the directors for the purpose 
of considering the offer made for the purchase of the company’s works, 

The adoption of the report was then put to the meeting, and carried 
unanimously. 

George Pearson, Esq., was then elected an-auditor, in the place of | 
Mr. Hallett, who had been appointed to a seatat the board; and a || 
vote of thanks to the auditors for their past services was cordially 
adopted. 

Mr. Hawxrns, sen., proposed a vote of thanks to the directors for 
their services, coupling with it the expression of the entire confidence 
which the proprietors felt in their proceedings. 

The motion, having been seconded, was putand carried unanimously, | 

The Cuarrman briefly acknowledged the vote, and promised, on | 
behalf of himself and colleagues, that so long as they had the honour 
of directing the affairs of the company, they would strive to deserve | 
the confidence and approval of the proprietors. 

The proceedings then terminated. ! 


GREAT CENTRAL GAS COMPANY. 

On Friday evening, October 26, the usual Half-yearly Meeting of | 
the Proprietors of this Company was held at the London Tavern. 

Mr. ‘Tuomas Daktn occupied the chair. 

Mr. Cornetius Nicuoxson said: Before we open the proceedings 
of the meeting, I should like to see a little more light thrown on the 
subject, I think that for a gas lighting company it is somewhat | 
; anomalous that we scarcely have light enough to see one another. } 

The Cuarrman: My friend is something like myself—he wishes to 
have some artificial aid. We are certainly surrounded by a rather 
darkened atmosphere ; but I would wish to remind the shareholder 
who has addressed us that that is entirely owing to the fact that this 
room is not lighted by our own gas. Any additional light required | 
in this room must be acquired from candles. Iam happy, however, 
to state that every other part of this magnificent establishment is | 
lighted by our gas, [Some additional lights were then introduced. ] 

Uhe Secretary then read the notice convening the meeting, and 
also the minutes of the last meeting, which were confirmed. 

The seal of the company was then affixed to the registry of pro- 
prietors. L 
The Cuarrman then read the following report of the board of 
directors :— } 

“Agreeably to the provisions of this company’s Act of Incorporation, the directors | 
have again the pleasure of meeting the shareholders, and submitting to them the 
results of the company’s operations for the half yearending June last. By a reference 
to the balance-sheet, which is already in the hands of each proprietor, it will be seen 
that the net sum available for dividend amounts to £7569. I6s, 10d., out of which the 
directors recommend a division to the extent of £6000, being at the rate of 8 per 
cent. per annum, payable on and after the 19th day of November next; this will 
leave a balance of £1569. 16s. 10d. to be carried over to the next half year (after 
deducting £1200 for twelve months’ depreciation, as agreed to in April, 1853, and , 
sanctioned by the succeeding general meetings). 

“ The directors, with much satisfaction, request the attention of the proprietors to 
the steady increase observable in the company’s rental, which,as compared with the | 
correspondircg half year of 1854, shows upwards of £1200 in excess of that period, , 
the working expenses remaining nearly the same. 

“ It is also gratifying to add, that the rental of the following three months ending 
Michaelmas last, when similarly compared, exhibits a still larger increase; and on 
which the directors congratulate the shareholders, as they evidence the extending 
uses of gas, and justify a reasonable d i of so satisfact 





q 





in the conti 
a state of things. | 

The directors are desirous of making the y arr: ts to place the 
capital account on a more simple and satisfactory footing ; and to obviate the neces- 
sity of the remarks which were made at the last meeting on the amount due to credi- 
tors in the balance-sheet, they have now, after tive years’ experience, arrived at the 
limit of the cost of works; and, having by agreement to purchase the coal siding 
which connects the works with the Pa they recommend that authority 
—_ to them to appropriate 1500 of the 5000 remaining shares to the present share- 

olders, being in the proportion of one for every ten shares, by which a sum of 
£15,000 will be raised, sufficient to effect the purchase of the siding, tojdischarge all 
liabilities, and to provide them with floating capital to carry on the daily operations 
of the company. H 

“The directors have also pleasure in being able to state that the quality and 
illuminating power of the gas maintains its usual standard, as appears from the 
following report submitted by Dr, Letheby to the Commissioners of Sewers on the 
27th ot August last. 

“ The following are extracts from Dr. Letheby’s quarterly report last submitted to 
the Commissioners of Sewers :— 

“ During the last quarter the average illuminating power of the gas has been 
equal to that of 13°31 sperm candles, each consuming 120 grains of combustible 
matter per hour; in other words, 5 cubic feet of the gas have been equal in illumi- 
ey | power to 1597°2 grains of spermaceti, or 1828°8 of wax; that is,a little more 
than four ounces of wax candles. 

“ ¢ This result shows that the illuminating power of the gas has been very satis- 
factory, inasmuch as it has been about 27 per cent. greater than is required by the 
act of Parliament. 

















ending Midsummer, 1855, was increased by £5902, there was a de- 
Dr. 
Paid-up capital .....ceccesesece cesensteresceececs sreeseeessesevesei 00,000 0 0 






































Creditors on debentures... ....sccee. cevcessccccecescsssecesecevese 09,985 9 Il 
Creditors on bills payable .....s+ssocevecescoecevevececssesecevese 4,479 12 8 | 
Creditors .....0+0vecesecsoevecssessceteceeererererscescsesseeeses 17,643 6 5 | 
Dividends unclaimed to date. ,.....ceeceeeseseresecevenssccecstere 258 10 
Interest O7 debentures. .cccccccccccs covccccvcccecesecccscescsccece§ 1,464 14 7 
Depreciation account .......... secesecteeseeereserectecsesscssese 3,500 0 0 
R t, for bal BEC. cocvecccccevecccces covecesess 13069 16.10 

































Total. .sonssecreccecceccecscocecssesveess 244,401 1) 1 





CAPITAL ACCOUNT ror THE Hatr YEAR ENDING June 30, 1855. 


“ « The chemical quality of the gus has a'so been good.’” 





Cr. 

Cash at bankers’, viz. :— 
CITED BORNRE. ccuo0se o6c0 crpasdcvasescscedscesesevecesncess -SIS “TR 
Debenture interest accOUNt srecresesesecesersee-cecveve-coevs 1,463 18 7 
Dividend assent 20.00 scccveswce cece snccneccsceewecese oo ctecce 258 10 8 
3,008.17 2 
Stock (pipes, bends, branches, tubing) ....-..se0.2 -- sececeeess (2,653 10 10 
Gas rents, &c., and arrears for quarter ending June 30, 1855 ........ 16,350 4 3 


Land, works, plant, services, and meters. .,........--€201,022. 11 11 

Preliminary expenses ....... 20,602 14 7 

Office furniture and fixtures . T 24 
———_—._ 222,378 8 10 


Pee ree erewesesese ttteus 


Total ..ccccce cocccccccsscncccce secccovccek ees MOl IL 1 
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|| serving the public—serving them effectually and well—whilst at the 
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Dr. PROFIL’ anp LOSS ACCOUNT ror tH 
Cost of gas for half year ..sesessss ss ceccceceeececeeececscssscscess £11,807 10 0 
aE,» «<aatsonncnanioese seep telah - . £, 46314 2 
Eaterect Of GebemtETetec .cce 000 cc cccecfenncesee.cene 1,554 12 9 

£2,018 6 11 

Directors 2... coce ceccse cree secccecconppeetyos epee 500 0 0 

Chemical. celeron 40.00 o0scce scene corp ecparpcoconces 101 5 0 

| Official auditors ......... 0 
| Corporation inspector 0 
| Meter testing, &c.......... eo cececece 0 
| Solicitors’ charges 7 
Salaries., 9 

| Trade charges. 3 
| Stationery..... 6 
|) WAGED: coccccscavecesce sess 2 6 
| Rents, rates, and taxes......es-- 9 
Bad debts and allowances 8 

0 








| —— £6,947 811 
| Balance, being net profit carried down ......s0.. 7,569 16 10 


Total .. .ececsse cece cece vvce eves cece coveee £26,324 15 9 


Seen ete eeeenene ee 


| 28, Coleman Street, City, October 19, 1855. 

| The Cuarrman then said: Gentlemen, the ‘report which I have just 
|read to you is so elucidatory of the present condition of the company 
| that very little remains fur me to add in moving it for your adoption. 
| You have had before you the printed balance-sheet of the company, 
| which I think shows a very satisfactory state of things. This is now 
the termination of the fifth year of the company’s operations, and we 
|have always maintained a steady position before the public. As 
| respects the quality of our gas, we have the report of Dr. Letheby, 
| who, a8 you are aware, is an authority totally independent of this 
company, that gentleman being appointed by the Commissioners of 
Sewers to stand between the consumers and the shareholders; and 
therefore nothing can be more satisfactory to the public than the 
supply of gas which has been afforded by this company. We have 
| had, according to our early promises, the pleasure and satisfaction of 


|same time the interests of the shareholders have been equally re- 
|garded and protected. You have, on an average, had eight per cent. 
| for your money, and I believe that the experience of the five years of 
our working makes it exceedingly probable, and indeed almost certain, | 
that you will never have a smaller dividend than we have been ! 
hithtrto enabled to declare; and our hopes are that, by the extending 
use of gas, and by.careful and economical management, we may be 
able to do what we have always hoped to do—namely, to divide 
|amongst the shareholders ten per cent; but I am sure you will be 
| perfectly satisfied, as reasonable men, if you can only see that the 


& Hair YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1855. Cr. 


Balance from last revenue account, as per official auditors’ statement £9,337 9 4 
Less the following — 
Dividend Seaked EE TA vo on 23 ccccctdepedese £6,000 0 0 | 
Depreciation as per stat t to Mid 1854. 1,800 0 0 | 





7,800 0 0 











£1,537 9 
Gas supplied to consumers’ and public lights, half yearendingJune30 24,787 6 5, 


| 
| 


| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
' 
1} 

| 
| 


toececccccessopassccscerens La00eb 1S 9 





Totals scocses 





Balance brought down, being the amount available for dividend ..,, £7,569 16 10 
R. M, Massey, Secretary 
pose to issue for every ten shares one new share at par, and that the 
shares shall be taken up by the Ist of January, 1856, which will 
enable us to start fair with our new capital in 1856. The only diffi- 
culty in dealing with it is, that there will be fractional portions of 
shares, some proprietors not holding the multiple of 10, 20, or 30 | 
shares. There are some who have not so many as 10 shares, and the 
desire of the directors being to arrange the thing with the utmost | 
equity to all parties, they think it better to take the present market | 
value of the shares: take it at £12—that will give a premium of £2 | 
per new share, which will, in fact, be a premium of 4s. per share for | 
every fractional portion of 10 shares, Therefore, those who have || 
not 10 shares, and those who have fractional portions over 10, 20, or || 
30 shares, as the case may be, may for each share have a premium of | 
4s. allowed to them. The fractional portions will constitute about 
130 shares out of the 1500—a small proportion only, That, we think, || 
will meet the equity of the case; and the directors will take the 130 || 
shares and dispose of them at their discretion for the advantage%of | 
the company. The state of our revenue account, I cannot help 
thinking, is very satisfactory. We have an increase of profit on the | 
half year of £702, 18s, 7d. ; and, when we look to the increase of the | 
revenue of a gas-company, we must consider that these companies in 
general have nowa considerable drawback in the shape of the early | 
closing of places of business—a movement which, whilst no one in his |! 
individual character would wish to oppose, has at the same time a con- | 
siderable effect upon the consumption of gas. An hour taken from the 








present dividend is one that is declared safely, upon sound principles, 
and has been earned during the half year for which it is declared, 
A Proprietor: Is it clear of property-tax ? 
The Cuarrman: No; we must leave that question to be dealt with | 
| by yourselves. We should be very glad to make it free of income- 
| tax, but there is some difficulty about it. There is one matter on 
| which I would make a few remarks, and that is, with regard to the 
| proposed addition to the capital account. On several late occasions 
|a reverend gentleman, whom I do not now see in his place, has con- 
|| sidered it very undesirable to continue a state of accounts such as we 
|have been accustomed to show, with a large amount due on our 
| balance-sheets to creditors. I have always assured the reverend | 
| gentleman that we were able at all times to get from our bankers the | 
|mecessary amount of accommodation that we required at reasonable | 
| prices; and we thought it was better to wait a little longer, until we | 
| finally adjusted that account, especially as we were aware that under 
| the terms of the agreement with the coal company, who originally 
| erected the siding on the railway, that at the end of five years we 
|should have to purchase that siding at acost of £2800. That is a 
| most important and essential addition to our works. It gives us great 
| facilities, and enables the manufacture of gas to be conducted with 
| considerable economy ; therefore it is important and essential that we 
| Should have it in.our own hands. That period has now arrived. We 
|| have likewise, during the past year, thought it desirable, instead of 
being dependant upon the Water-works Company for our supply of 
water—a very important article for our contractor—to obtain an inde- 
pendent supply for ourselves of what was beginning to bea ve 
costly article, for which we had to pay nearly £200 a year. We 
found, by the,experience of our neighbours, that it was possible to 
sink a well to give an abundant supply of water; and, as we have 
steam machinery to adapt the shaft to the well, we could for a mode- 
rate amount make ourselves independent as regards the supply of 
that most important and indispensable article. We have during the 
last six months completed the well, and we have now an abundant 
supply of wateron our works ; therefore, although it will make asmall 
addition to our capital, it will greatly diminish the working expenses, 
which are ‘payable out of revenue. The operation which we now 
propose to you.is that of dividing amongst the present Lap ga 
1500 new shares. This will be in the proportion of one new share for 
every ten of the number now, allotted, and will raise the amount of 
capital required, The capital of the company will then be £165,000 
in shares, and £66,000 in debentures, and the expended capital 
£225,000, which will leave us a little over £5000 for working capital. 
Therefore we shall henceforth be able to conduct our affairs without 
the necessity of loans, which have been somewhat jealously regarded 





| 


| with regard to the working of the company, that we are acting in 


| as one of the institutions of the City. We are no longer a novelty, 


vast consumption of gas in this metropolis must seriously affect the | 
revenues of the gas companies; and when you consider, again, that a |' 
great many of the large business establishments in the City are entirel 
closed during the latter part of Saturday, you have almost a sixth || 
taken off the revenue of the gas companies. Therefore, to have an | 
increased revenue in the face of such drawbacks is a very cheering | 
circumstance, I think, for us. I am much pleased to say likewise, |, 





harmony with our brethren of the City and the Chartered Companies. 
Our five years of existence has, I think, entitled us to be considered 


' 
} 


and our standing is now completely acknowledged; anda spirit of |! 
harmony prevails, which is most gratifying to your directors and || 
useful to the working of the company; for, with regard the item of || 
bad debts, which is a large one in some companies, our bad debts for | 
the last half year amount to £354. 12s. 8d., whilst for the year 1854 | 
they amounted to £954. 12s. 9d.; and by the principle which has 
been adopted between the several companies of not allowing those who 
wish to escape the payment of their just debts to pay off one compan 

against another, I have great hopes that in future the amount of bad 
debts will be considerably diminished. By looking at the balance- || 
sheet—and I have my eye upon a friend opposite, who is a good judge 
of figures—you will find that, after paying the depreciation fund of 
£1200 a year—taking into account the balaneces—we have a larger 
balance this half year to place to the next half year’s account than 
was the case last half year, when the balance brought over was 
£1509 odd; whereas the present balance amounts to £1529. 7s. 6d., 
slightly in excess of the previous balance. We lay aside the sum 
considered necessary for depreciation, and we only divide strictly the 
earnings of the concern for the half year, after.so putting that sum 
aside. Therefore I can with confidence recommend that portion of 
the report in which you are asked to declare a dividend at the rate of 
8 per cent. per annum for your adoption. I will conclude by moving— 

“* That the report of the directors now read be ived and adopted, that their 
proceedings be approved and confirmed, and that the of the pany up 
to the 30th of June last be passed.” 

Mr. Epmiston said, with regard to the purchase of the. railway 
siding by the company, he had understood at the first meeting of the 
company that their contractor was to supply them with gas at a 
certain price per 1000; and as such he could not conceive why 
they were to be called on to purchase this siding, which was merely 
to give facilities for conveying the coal to the contractor’s works, 

The Cuairnman: What is your question, sir? 

Mr. Epmiston : Why we are to pay for this siding? 

The Cuarrman: The answer to that is—as I stated in moving the 
adoption of the report—there was an agreement entered into from the 
first, that at the end of five years the company should purchase that 


) 











by some of our propriotors; at the same time it will simplify the 


and to our convenience. ‘The mode in which the directors, after 
consideration of the subject, think it best to issue these shares, 
will be to give notice—for which we have a special resolution 
drawn—that: such shareholders as wish to take the new shares 
|at par, shall do so by a certain date, the market price of our 
shares being now under their value, I think rather over £12, We pro- 








balance-sheet, and will in every way be conducive to your. interests | 


siding, at a valuation to be agreed upon between the surveyors on 
| both sides, The valuation has been ascertained by the respective 
| surveyors, and, in conformity with our agreement, we propose to pur- 
| chase and Py for it. It isa most important and essential part of our 

we are only too happy to get possession of it. The only 


| works, an 
delay as to making arrangements will be with the Railway Company 








as to the permanent holding of it. 
——— 
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.Mr. Lu.HaM thought the amount of bad debts was still too high. | 

. The CuArmman replied that there was an improvement in that 
ny from £930 for the last year to £354 for the last half year. 

' Mr. Luiuam remarked that, considering there was an increase of 
£700 in the profit of the half year, he thought the dividend on this 
occasion might have been very fairly free of income-tax, 

~The Cuarrman: I am sure nothing gives the directors greater plea- 
sure than to divide the largest amount they cansafely. I am sure the 
shareholders will consider it their first duty to see that they are quite 
safe in what they divide; that they should limit division to profits 
strictly and fairly earned. I think, after the statement I have made, 
and seeing that we carry over only about £32 more than we did on the 
last occasion, we have brought the thing to as close a point as possible. 

Mr. Kerry did not understand how the holders of less than ten 
shares would be affected in the proposed issue of one new share for 
every ten. 

- The Cuarnman: The holder of ten shares gets one new share at 
the par value of £10, which is of the market value of £12; that gives 
a premium of £2 upon the new share. : A person who has five shares 
will get £1 premium, or 4s. per share, for every fractional share below 
the number often. __, 

, Mr. Porreti: To be added to the dividend? 

; The Cuarrman: No; it will be paid as a bonus, A holder of five 
shares gets a bonus of £1, or 4s, per share. 

Mr. Potreti: Any one who has bought their shares at a premium, 


as £14’ per share, which is £4 premium. As the prospects of the 
company are so good, I move that the dividend be free of income-tax. 
., Mr, Gasrrex (deputy-chairman) : I think every one will see that 
no board can contemplate dealing with the question of dividend, having 
regard to the premium which certain persons may have paid for their 
shares; and P think, considering the balance carried over is so near 
that of the previous half year, proprietors will consider that we have 
gone as far as we ought as regards the dividend now proposed. The 
shares, I'am sure, will be regarded as all the more stable and valuable 
when it is known that the dividend is fairly paid out of the earnings 
ofthe half year, and nothing else. A concern paying 8 per cent. out 
of earnings will be worth more than one paying nine or ten per cent., 
when something is taken out of the balance to make up that amount, 
~ Mr. Porreti: But you have already a balance of £7600. 

, Mr. Gasriet: Yes; but £1500 of that is the balance from the last 
half year. : ; 

,/Mr. Porrett: That may be; still there is a large residue. 

- Mr. Casry: I beg to say that I paid £12 per share for those that I 
hold, and I am quite satisfied with the dividend proposed. 

, Mr. SAMUELS inquired whether, after all the shares were called up, 
!| the depreciation fund would be invested. 

. The Cuarrman: We have not yet considered that; but of course 
we shall take care that it is made available to the advantage of the 
company in the best way. 

Mr. Austin seconded the adoption of the report and statement of 
accounts; and with regard to the depreciation fund, remarked that 
they had a very good precedent in the case of the Brighton Railway, 
who invested their depreciation fund in their own debentures, whereby 
they got a better income than would be derived from consols or other 
public securities, 

The report and statement of accounts were unanimously adopted. 

_ Mr. Epmiston. expressed the fullest satisfaction at the report, and 
proposed that a dividend for the half year, at the rate of eight per 
cent. per annum be declared, the same to be payable on and after the 
19th day of November next, which being seconded, was also unani- 
mously adopted. ’ 

.,, Mr. Garret had great pleasure in proposing, as the next resolution, 
» “ That 1500 of the 5000 reserved shares be divided amongst the present share- 
holders at par, in the proportion of one new share for each ten now held by them, 
provided notice be given of their willingness to take the same on or before the 19th 
day of November next; and the new shares to be issued and paid for on the lst 
day of January, 1856; and that such shares as are not applied for or not paid for at 
the periods named, shall be dealt with by the directors for the benefit of the com- 
pany; and that in case of shareholders holding fractional numbers of ten, the 
directors be empowered to pay to such shareholders 4s. per share on such fractional 
numbers, being at the rate of £2 premium on each new share, and issue such shares 
at their discretion for the benefit of the company.” 

«: Mr, Connetius NicHotson seconded the resolution. As a railway 
‘||.director, he had some practical experience in the division of shares, 
as also in the fractional division of shares, and he thought it was a 
matter which admitted of being easily dealt with. . It appeared that 
the sum to be raised would be equally raised upon all the shares to 
be issued; and with regard to the one new share for every ten 
shares, the registry must be considered to be closed. . 

'1|—.The Cuatnman: That appears upon the face of the resolution. We 
have to-day put the seal upon the register of proprietors, and there- 
fore the allotment of new shares will be in accordance with the 
register as it now stands. ’ 

;4;Mr. Nicuotson wished to introduce into the resolution the words, 
‘that the directors be empowered to pay to, and receive from, each 
shareholder the sum of 4s., &c. ;’’ for, he submitted, the shareholder 
should have the_ right to sell as well as purchase the interest in his 
ractional number of shares below ten; and he thought the directors 
should have power to purchase as well as to sell. 

The Cuarnman: The resolution was drawn expressly to meet the 
views to which the honourable proprietor has just given utterance. 
Take, for example, the case of the honourable proprietor himself.~ He 
has five shares over and above the multiple number of ten shares. 
We do not want to buy those five shares; we say, we cannot give 
you a new share for those five, but we give you the proportion of 
the premium on half a share, which is £1; therefore you have £1 
in cash in respect of your five shares; and the directors, after paying 
all the fractional portions of those who have not so many as ten 
shares, and the fractional portions of those who have a larger nuinber 
than ten shares, find themselves possessed of 133 new shares, bearing 
a premium of £2each. We should hold those 133 shares as your 


‘ 








I do not see how = get eight per cent. Persons have paid as much: 


“enabled our contractor to carry out a contract which he entered into 
“and to the advantage of the company. 


‘which they continue to carry on the affairs of the company, was then 
“agreed to. ~ ; 


on ge in order to get back again the £2 paid in respect of each 
share, ' 


ject is to dispose of the new shares equitably.’ *"' ° . 
Mr. Nicnotson: Excuse me; the chairman says you are going to 
purchase the whole of the 130 odd new shares. . 


do it equitably. Your proposition would go to increase that number. 

We want to deal with the minimum number... : iy 
Mr. Nicuotson: Do you issue the whole 1500 shares, or some- 

thing less ? rt “KZ | 
Mr. Gasriet: We intend to issue the whole of the 1500 shares, 


Mr. Nicuotson: I was contradicted when I ventured to assert that | 
you proposed to deal in shares. According to my plan you would 
have nothing to deal with. In railway companies the directors take 
power to purchase as well as to sell fractional parts, and the share- | 
holders have those fractional parts distributed amongst them. 


Mr. Gasriet: Do you mean that a holder of six shares shall be at | 
liberty to pay the difference between the six and the ten, and take a| 
new share? 

Mr. Nicuotson: Yes, I do; and I believe that will give universal | 
satisfaction. I hold that the fractional part is worth more than 4s, 
per share; but if you fix a price, you fix a price which is to be impera- 
tive at 4s, Isay you ought to give the proprietor the option to pur- 
chase or sell at his discretion. A gentleman near me states that the! 
premium on his share is not worth more than £35. we 

The Cuarrman: You would still have fractional quantities. %' | 

Mr. Gasriet: When the 133 shares are on hand, I apprehend if 
any one with six shares wishes to pay the difference, and to have a/| 
new share, rather than receive the 24s., there can be no objection to 
his doing so. aie 

Mr. Nicuotson: I will give you another reason why I think it is! 
better to deal with it in the way I propose, which is this: I hold 
forty-six shares ; I shall therefore be entitled to four new shares, and! 
six parts of ashare. If I have the four shares, and not four and a 
half, which I should be entitled to; but if you give me five, I shall 
have the uneven quantity of fifty-one shares; but if I deal with them 
as I like, I have an even quantity. ; wom | 

The Cuatrman: What do you wish to insert in the resolution? » °| 

Mr. Nicnotson: “ That the directors be empowered to pay to or, 
receive from the shareholders,” &c.—merely to’ empower,’ not to, 
compel, the directors. ‘ aris | 

The Cuarrman: [ have no objection, Our anxiety is to keep the 
new shares amongst the present holders as much as we can, and| 
there can be no objection to the alteration suggested. «| 

Mr. Nicnotson: A gentleman on my right seems to think that 
this increase of the capital will imperil our 8 percent. If I under-| 
stand aright, it will not do so in the least. These shares, if I am' 
rightly informed, are not a new issue of capital in that sense of the 
term; they are shares that have already been created, and are in 
the custody of the shareholders ; and therefore it is simply an appro- | 
priation of the shares, and not a creation of new shares, Then, again, | 
the money to be received in respect of these shares is not absolutely | 
an addition of £15,000 to the capital, but is raised for the purpose;of| 
liquidating a balance on the credit side of the account. Snppésihg 
this money liquidates accounts now standing at 5 per cent., and you| 
pay 8 per cent. dividend, it will require an annual addition to the 
revenue of £450. After what we have heard from the chairman as 
to the increased demand for gas, the probability, I think, is, that we 
shall acquire four times £450 per annnm; and therefore you can go} 
on with your 8 per cent. dividend; and this will be to put 8 per cent. | 
into yourown pockets instead of 5 per cent. into those of other people. 

The resolution, with the addition suggested by Mr. Nicholson; 
having been put by the chairman, was carried unanimously. ” 

In reply to a question from Mr. Penny, ba 

The CHarrMan stated that the sum paid for interest for the half 

ear was £463, 14s. 9d.; that multiplied by two made £927. 9s. 6d. 

y raising the £15,000 some £12,000 would be required to pay an 8 
per cent. dividend, or about £300 more per annum, the difference 
going into the pockets of the shareholders, : 

Mr. BanisTER inquired who had been paying the rental for the 
coal siding up to this time—Mr, Croll or the company; and would 
the company be benefited by the purchase of the same? . « vay | 

The Cuarrman: Originally the Northumberland and Durham Coal 
Company entered into a contract with Mr. Croll for five years,‘with 
the understanding that the siding necessary for working that contract 
was to be built by them at their expense upon the company’s ground, 
and at the end of the five years the company were to take it from 
them at the sum assessed by the surveyors. e' Coal Company, in 
the first place, erected a necessary appendage to’the works at their 
own cost, with the understanding that at the expiratidn of the five 
years we ehould take it and "pay for it.” Therefore, whéthér-we built 
it ourselves, or take it as built, it comes to the same’ thing, beifig 
necessary for the works: no iriterest has been paid in respect of that 
siding. It was one of the incidents upon the establishment of the | 
company, and of which we have been all along aware; and, as the| 
subject has been mentioned, I may say that the affair of the contract 
has been one singularly beneficial to the company, inasmuch as it 








with us in adverse times, which he has done much to his own credit 


*~ A vote of thanks ‘to ‘the directors, for the ability and zeal with 


The Cuarnman: Gentlemen, on behalf of the board of directors,’ I 
beg to thank you. It gives us great pleasure to meet you’on these 
half-yearly occasions. We are very sensible of your kindness; and 
Iassure you that that kindness will stimulate us to increased exer- 








Mr. Gasrret: We are not disposed to deal in the shares ; the ob-! 


The Cuatrman: Being the smallest number we can deal with, to! 





and we propose to sell the 133 shares for the benefit of the company. || 























tions on your behalf. 
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BALANCE-SHEET OF THE WESTERN GASLIGHT COMPANY. if 
Dr. CAPITAL STATEMENT, June 30, 1855, Or. . || i 
To amount expended to June 30, 1854, as per published statements £188,675 17 0 | By amount received for deposits, calls, and inte- if 
Expenditure from July 1, 1854, to June 30, 1855— rest, and for instalments or shares fore | } 
Kensington extension, No 2... oe £6,203 5 2 feited; also in respect of Belmont estate, if 
Works’ extension .. ee oo ee 1,396 10 8 for property sold, damage by fire, rents, 4 
Main pipes ..  .. oe we Tk 2,540 5 8 and dilapidations .. io 0s -- £156,065 8 11 Nh 
Service pipes .. oe oe ee oe 244 8 2 Amount due for lamps and for remainder of { : 
Main lagin Setar Vek ca “ 09 587 16 4 Belmont property sold... * ee 4,150 17 8 ; 
Service he a o ee oe 435 9 2 As per published statements ee £160,216 6 7 i} i 
Reinstating road .. 0 ++ es . 79 18 0 s— i} ; 
Meters wo? Sos eels tase! oe 1114 5 0 Raised to June 30,1854 .. 6. 25,800 0 0 il 
Fixing meters art san atin St ies fge 11 be. ek races oe ee 1,200 0 0 {| ‘i 
poem AR mdlamps 3. wens 18 0 Kensi tension bond “ibe 0 || 
m an m. oe oe oe 5 ensin; extension bonds .. os ee oe oo) oe 00 i 
Office premises 4 oo sé. ab 1717 9 Ennakenomans of call d from shareholders during the , \| Aa 
Preliminary expenses ee ee oe 373 7 10 year .. oe ee ee oe oe ee oe 17%5 19 10 | }, 
13,385 15 4 Lamp-posts and lamps sold_., ee oe oe ee oe 2 0 0 ] 
Belmont estate .. ee oe e ee ee ee 4914 8 | i 
ce (excess of expenditure) oe oe os ee ee 8,594 11 3 j i 
£202,061 12 4 | £202,061 12 4 I 
Dr. GENERAL BALANCE-SHEET, June 30, 1855. Cr, | ii 
To proprietors’ paid-up capital .. «. «» £137,090 0 0 By permanent investment .. ree ee oe ee «- £178,684 11 3 ft 
Loans on mo; e -_ oo na bo 27,000 0 0 Sundry debtors .. i on oe os me Peat e 15415 9 8 if 
Claims convertible into loans on mortgage .. 7,500 0 0 Stockintrade ..  .. ee oe ee ee ee ee 4,194 7 3) fi 
Bonds redeemable Jan. 1, 1858 oo oe 6,000 0 0 Coal at sea.. ee ee oe ee o o oe oe 57615 2 a 
Creditors not payable within a year .. 1,763 1 8 Suspense .. ee oe ee eo ee ee ee ee 57 if 
_—_— £179,353 1 8 Cashinhand ., ee 2) on am o ee -— (le 6,063 14 1 iP 
Temporary loans .. $6: ee - *e ee 7,800 0 0 Hf 
Sundry creditors.. .. oe ” we es +s ee 10,896 611 Hq! 
Unclaimed dividends .. eo oe ee ee oo oe 375 3 4 i 
Reserved fund .. ee eo a ee ee ee ee 2,546 11 7 hh 
Profit aud loss (profit undivided)  .. eo oe oe e 4,020 18 3 1, 
£201,992 1 9 £204,992 1 9) qi 
Dr. PROFIT anp LOSS STATEMENT, Har Year ENDED Dec. 31, 1854. Cr. ti 
To sixth dividend— i... ,, a ee ee ee r" 
4s. per share class A, and 2s. 5d, per share class B, declared Coal—compensation obtained, October, 1854, for loss through 
Dee. 14, 1854.. eo ve ee ee ee oe -- £1,706 6 4 non-deliveries.. oe ee ee ee 2 ee oe 413 13 5) 
Bad debts .. oe oe oe ee os oe os ics 216 11 0 Revenue—profits in trade, half year to Dec. 31,1854 .. eo 4,338 5 3) 
Reserved fund .. eo ee oe oe oe ee am 383 18 6 
Interest .. eo oe oe ° oe oe oe oe 71119 3 
Balance available for seventh dividend ee ee oe ne 3,027 1 6 
£6,015 16 7 £6,045 16 7 
Dr. PROFIT anp LOSS STATEMENT, Hatr Year ENDED Jungs 30, 1855. Cr. 
To seventh dividend— By balance Jan. 1, 1855 po on ee we oe oo «+ £3,027 1 6 
7s. per ee class A, and 4s. 2d. per share class B, declared nine a ¢ Revenue—profits in trade, half year to June 30,1855 .. ee 5,587 9 6 
Ma’ 4 o- oe oe oe - oe o- 2 
EET tas, “Ge ea’ We ee? oe 20815 4 
Reserved fund .. oe ee oe oe ee oo ee 460 2 6 
Interest .. os oo ee ee ee ee oo oe 949 12 7 
Balance available for eighth dividend ee ee ee 4,020 18 3 
£8,614 11 0 £8,614 11 0 
Dr. REVENUE STATEMENT, Har YzAR ENDED Dac, 21, 1851. Cr. 
en i en ee a ee ee 6 lk re a ee ee ee ee Ty 
Wages (gas making) .. .. ee 6) Bag” Se 1,499.17 3 Meter rental ome ok es . . «| 383 18 6 
Lime Jo os oo ee ee oe ee oe oe 160 8 6 oke oe ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 725 9 2 
Water, oil, and sundries oe ee ee ee oo 154 9 10 Breeze oe oe ee eo ee ee oe oe oe 9910 0 
Works’ renewal .. ee ee ee ee eo a ° 1,347 15 7 Tar .. - ee ee oe o° ee ee oe ee 979 510 
Restoring pipes and meters .. 9 -. ee wee we 192 es ‘ss wa se or ae. “aa. ae 45 0 
Lamplighting .. ee - ee eo ee es ee 566 11 10 Refuse lime ee oe oe ee ee ee oe ee 2117 6 
Repairing lamps .. “< ee ee ee . oe eo 163 10 © 
Direction, salaries, and collection .. ee os inn os 1,594 19 2 
Rents, rates, and taxes .. eo ee ee ee ee ee 211 67 
Stationery and printing .. oe ee ee ee ar ee 56 3 3 
Incidental expenses .. ee oe ee oe ee oe 138 3 1 
Profitand loss .. ee ee ee ee ee ee oa 4,338 5 3 
£17,788 19 3 £17,788 19 3 
Dr. . REVENUE STATEMENT, HALF YgAR ENDED June 30, 1855. Cr. 
Pees Fe er ee ee ee ce ee ee ciok AM ae. Sih; seb, tons» ite. u.ohicaeh dalnens sh 
Wages (gas making) .. os ee ee ee ee ee 1,787 910 Meter rental .. ee oe eo oe oe oe ee 460 2 6 
Lime os ae oe ee eo ee a Ee ae 198 7 6 Coke .. oo ee o ve ee ee ee ee 93612 8 
Water, oil, and sundries ai oe ee oe ee ee 196 2 9 Breeze .. ee ee oe ee —— ee ee 184 2 4 
Works’ renewal .. oo - ee ee ~ oe eo 1,127 0 3 Tar 7 ee oe oe ee ae ee . ee ee 97719 9 
Restoring pipes and meters .. ~~, ee ee oe 30419 4 Gas liquor oe ee os * a ae ee 50 8 6 
pe” ea epais ati a ie Siar ee er Ore ee ee 597 19 4 Ne os ed! eee Se ae ae ae 10 61 
Repairing lamps .. ee os oe ° ee o oe 172 1 6 
Direction, salaries,and collection .. ee ee ee oe 1,752 18 5 
Rents, rates, and taxes ie es ee oe je ee 275 15 11 
Stationery and printing ee ee ee ee ee oo 761421 
Incidental expenses eo ee oe ee ee ee oe 181 4 6 
Profit and loss... oe oe oe ee ee ee oe 5,587 9 6 
£20,738 16 $20,738 16 9 
SHEFFIELD GASLIGHT COMPANY. rates, by two instalments. A small balance of £5. 14s. 94d. would 
The first ordinary Meeting of Shareholders, since the amalgama- | remain to the credit of the current half year. With respect to the 
tion of the old and new companies, took place on Thursday, Oct. 25, | affairs of the new company, the report proceeded thus : —‘‘ Your 
in the Council Hall. The shareholders, of all classes, mustered in | directors regret that the page nee they entertained as to the 
large numbers, and there were rather more than 300 present. Mr. | defective construction of the Consumers’ Company’s works have 
Wa. Locxwoop, the chairman of the board of directors, occupied the | already proved but too well founded, With respect to the large tank 
chair, supported by the other eight directors, Messrs, E. Unwin, J. | and gasholder of that company at Neepsend, your directors have not 
Timm, John Thompson, 8S. Parker, T. Gould, H. Hutchinson, John | yet been able to determine what course it will be the most advisable 
Hall, and Samuel Roberts. The proceedings occupied from twelve | to take, but they much fear it will be found necessary entirely to 
to twenty minutes past three o’clock, and they were for the greater | abandon them, and to dis of both as old material. You will be 
part highly animated. — glad to learn that, should this be the case, the state of the works at 
After the usual preliminaries had been gone through, Shudehill, Effingham-street, and Arundel-street, is such as to pre- 
Mr. Wake, the law-clerk of the company, read the report of the | vent any public inconvenience.” The report further stated, that nine 
directors. It stated that, by the provisions of the act of Parliament | directors had to be appointed for the ensuing year, and the present 
obtained this year, the shareholders in each company were respec- | directors offered themselves for re-election ; they also recommended 
tively entitled to the = of their respective companies up to | the re-election of Mr. Unwin, as managing director, with the annual 
the 30th day of June last. The first business therefore would be | salary of £600. 
to receive from the directors the accounts, showing the working The Cuateman said that the first resolution he had to propose was, 
of the late united company up to that day, and to divide the ba- | that the report be adopted. If any explanation should be required, 
lance amongst the holders of the Classes A and B shares by way of | either as to the accounts or the act of Parliament, the directors would 
dividend. The amount which the accounts showed to be applicable | be very glad to afford all the information in their power. 
for the payment of such dividend was £7026. 14s. 93d., includin Mr, R. Sorsy seconded the motion. 
£5411, as profits accruing between the 31st of December, 1854, an Mr. Mane. Miuner (a director of the late Consumers’ Company) 
the 30th of June, 1855. As this was rather more than sufficient to | said he thought the reference made in the report to the misfortune 
pay 26s, on each Class A share, and 9s. 6d. on each Class B share, | that had befallen the large gasholder at Neepsend was quite unneces- | 
the directors recommended the payment of a dividend, after those | sary, and that there was no need to name it here. He heard of the | 
i als A: ee ee 
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circumstance at the time, and he found that the manholes‘ were never 
taken off the top of the holder, and that nothing was doné'to prevent 
the calamity. It was plain that a-vacuum would be created in the 
holder by the manholes being on as it was let down to the plinth. 
And it was no secret that there had been an engine used to keep the 
water of the tank up to the water-mark, and prevent avacuum. It 
was well known that, on the escape of the water'from the tank toa 
certain point, the atmospheric pressure would burst the holder. The 
allusion in the report was only calculated to annoy the old shareholders, 
and to disgust the new shareholders by exposing defects in the new 
company’s engineering department (hear, hear) ; andif it proved any- 
thing, it proved that besides appointing a managing director at a 
salary of £600a year, they ought to appoint an engineer at the same 
rate of payment. 

Yhe CuarrnMAn disclaimed all intention, on the part of the directors, 
to create ill feeling or unpleasantness between the two classes of share- 
holders by the passage in the report which alluded to the large gas- 
holder; but it was thought that the shareholders ought to know the 
state of the works at Neepsend, especially the gasholder and tank. 

Mr, Mitner said he had heard one of the most eminent engineers 
in Birmingham say, that that gasholder was: one of the best pieces of 
workmanship of the kind that he had ever seen, and that if he had 
that holder alone he could light the town of Sheffield, even if it were 
twice as large. The holder had been seen by a great many engineers 
since, and the were of the same opinion as to its quality. 

Mr. A. M‘Turx said that this matter would soon be set at rest. 
The directors recommended the appointment of Mr. Edwin Unwin as 
managing director, at £600 year, and he (Mr. M‘Turk) thought that 
the act required that to be done annually. That explanation about 
the gasholder had been put into the report in order to cover Mr, 
Unwin’s defects. He wished to know whether Mr. Unwin or the 
directors were informed that if. they let the gas out the holder would 
fall down, 

The Cuarrnman:: Yes, certainly. ' 
|| Mr. M‘Turx followed up his inquiry by stating that it was noto- 
|| rious that there had been pipes lying at Highfields the last two 
|| -years, when they had been wanted at the works. He recommended 
the directors, instead of pointing out bad management, to find out 
| when their pipes were deficient, and look out for them. 
Mr. Beat said he rose for the purpose of moving that the report be 
|| referred ‘back to the directors for correction. He found that some of 
|| the most important business that had been transacted by the direc- 
|tors during the past year was in no way alluded to in the report. 
, There was not a word about the way in which the amalgamation was 
| conducted in Parliament—what difficulties they had to contend with, 
'or what was the cost. The shareholders ought to know the amount 
‘of the solicitor’s bill before they were called upon to re-elect their 
directors, (Loud cheers.) Another point that required to be looked 
| into was ‘that with reference to the tank at Neepsend. Instead of the 
' directors coming before that large body of shareholders with a mere 
| opinion of their own, they ought to have called in some eminent gas 
| engineer to report as to the cause of the failure, and they ought to 
| have exhibited his report before condemning the works they had pur- 
'ehased. (Applause.) The directors did an injustice to their own 
|shareholders by taking to the new company’s works at the price 
‘agreed to, if they were as bad as they now described them to be. 
. (Hear, hear.) But before coming forward with a statement like that 
in the report, they ought to have obtained the opinion of an inde- 
| pendent engineer, and not been satisfied with the opinion of amateurs, 
} — who were not practical men. On this ground he asked 
‘or the report to be referred back. There were other things in the re- 
| port which he thought the directors would have done better to leave 
| to the decision of the shareholders. For instance, the recommenda- 
| tion ‘to appoint an engineer or manager at £600 a year, he not being 
| ® practical man, but having toincur considerable expense in obtaining 
practical infurmation from eminent engineers. He believed Mr. Un- 
| win would not deny that he did take the opinion of Mr. King, of 
| Liverpool, and Mr. Lowe, of London, on important engineering points ; 
|and that must be attended with considerable expense. Such men 
| would not come to Sheffield and make a report under something like 
£50. Thus, if the company paid £600 a — to Mr. Unwin they 
would have to pay a considerable sum additional for engineering 
knowledge ; and hence the management of the works cost much more 
than they could-have a practical engineer for. (Hear, hear.) He 
should like to know the amount of Mr. Wake’s bill for obtaining the 
act of Parliament. 

Mr, Geo, Jounson said he coincided with Mr. Beal’s remarks, and 
he begged to second the motion. 

The CHAIRMAN said they certainly had got a bill from Mr. Wake, 
but he thought it inexpedient to mention the amount of it at present. 
The bill had not been passed, and the directors had not yet got in an 
account of expenses from the new company’s solicitors, 

Mr, W. CurowrHEr: Give us the probable amount of the bill. 

Mr. UNwrw rose and said that the chairman’s reason for sayin 
that it’ was not expedient to name the amount of the solicitor’s bil 
was simply this, Mr. Wake had sent his bill in. 

Mr. Bra: ‘Hear, hear. 

Mr. Unwin : He (Mr. Unwin) did not remember the figures exactly, 
but he thought the amount was £3260. (Cries. of astonishment.) 
That bill’ had been laid before the directors; they thought the 
charges were too much, and they were going through the bill with 
Mr. Wake, They had told him that there were some charges in the 
bill which they thought he would, on consideration, admit ought to 
| be taken off. ‘hat was the directors’ reason for not presenting the bill. 

Mr. C. Atcock (late chairman of the defunct Gas Consumers’ Com- 
pany) said, it would have been a very agreeable event if this meeting 
could have passed off in an amicable manner. As far as his expe- 
rience went, the great error of the United Gas Company was their 
mistaking the feelings of the town and the character of the men they 
had to deal with. 




















Mr. Crowruer : Hear, hear. 

Mr.'Atcocx: Instead of the paragraph in the report reflecting on 
the new company’s'works, it would have been far more becoming had 

& paragraph been put in expressing regret at the accident—(hear)— 
because that accident, by rendering the gasholder useless, had occa- 
sioned a loss of something like £6000. Mr. Unwin was warned of 
the effect of what he was going to do before he did it, and he said 
positively that he*would do it. To pretend that the Consumers’ | 
Works were worthless, was an excuse to cover great temerity on Mr, 
Unwin’s pat, or else ‘great ignorance. Mr. Alcock complained of a 
change of feeling on the part of Mr. Unwin towards himself and the 
new company, and said that the meeting ought to be put in posses- 
sion of the feeling in operation, before they came to decide upon the 
momentous matter which was before them. There appeared to be 
something besides the gasholder in Mr. Unwin’s mind. It appeared 
presumptuous in Mr. Unwin or the directors, who were not engineers, 
to condemn a gasholder that eminent men had pronounced capable of 
supplying the whole town with gas. Mr. Unwin said he would keep 
their (the new company’s) retorts in use, and employ part of their 
men; but he let down twenty retorts when there were coals on the 
premises, and they could have been worked at small expense. That 
showed either extravagance or vindictiveness. He had been told that 
Mr. Unwin had said openly that he should like the affairs of the com- 
pany to be thrown into Chancery. It was only the momentary diffi- 
culties of the new company that induced him (Mr. Alcock) to consent 
to the amalgamation. (Hear, hear.) Mr. Unwin knew that they 
(the new company) were under heavy liabilities, and, instead of 
meeting his allies in a friendly spirit, he had latterly shown a great 
change, arid avowed a desire to see them in Chancery. He would 
interfere about their books and their £2 shares, which did not con- 
cern him, instead of making friends of them and securing those who 
might hereafter be supporters of the company. Almost daily they 
had been threatened with law proceedings for a large amount due to 
the Butterley Iron Company, and Mr. Unwin had been ‘spoken to 
about it, but tono purpose. It was true that the act of Parliament 
required the new company to wait twelve months before they could 
compel a settlement with the old company; but still, if a friendly 
spirit had been displayed on the part of the old company, the funds 
might have been obtained. (Hear, hear.) Instead of that, Mr.Unwin 
was fidgeting and bothering about a lot of £2 shares. If Mr. Unwin 
or any other man could show that he (Mr. Alcock) had been a party 
to anything wrong connected with the £2 shares, or anything else, 
he-would give him his shares to-morrow. (The chairman suggested 
that the speaker was digressing, but the hint gave rise to a display of | 
hostility.) He believed they would again be placed in jeopardy from 
the want of judicious conduct on the part of those who had to con- 
duct the company’s affairs. (Loud applause.) 

Mr. Unwin rose to reply. Commencing with the remarks of Mr. 
Milner, he said he agreed with him that when the water in the tank 
sunk, if neither air nor gas was admitted, the top of the gasholder 
‘would inevitably sink in, The facts (he added) were these:—On the 
Ist of July the gasholder ceased to be used. The gas was taken out 
either that day or the following—at all events within a day or two of 
the Ist of July. He measured the depth of water.on the 7th of July, 
intending to ascertain from day to day what quantity of water went 
out. He found, at eight in the morning, that the water in the tank 
was 3 feet 14 inch down from the level of the kerbstone. On the 
9th it*was 3 ft. 6 in. down; on the 10th, 3ft. 9in.; on the11th, 4 ft.; 
on the 12th, 4ft. 2in.; on the 13th, 4 ft. 5in.; on the 14th, 4 ft, 7in.; 
on the 16th, 5 ft. 1 in.; on the 17th, 5 ft. 34 in.; on the 18th, 5 ft. || 
6in.; on the 19th, 5 ft. 8§ in,; and on the 25th, 6 ft. 9 in. down. || 
The 25th was the day when the gasholder collapsed. He begged to, 
ask Mr. Milner, or any other gentleman in the room, whether the}, 
holder, if no air had been admitted, would have sustained its weight, || 
the water having fallen 3 feet 6 inches in that time? That was the || 
best answer he could give, further than saying that Mr. Milner was | 
quite under a mistake; for the moment they ceased to use the holder | 
they made an aperture in it capable of letting in ten times more than |! 
sufficient air for all the water that could get out of it. As the gas- |; 
holder was, so it is; and it was there to be seen. They had never | 
touched it in any way, except getting the opinion of experienced 
men on if, 

Mr, Szare: After the misfortune happened, sir? 

Mr. Unwin: Of course; but-no alteration was made in it. 
one can go and see whether there is an aperture in it or not. 

Mr. SEatz (a director of the late Gas Consumers’ ern): If 
you had taken the precaution to take more plates off, the holder 
would now have been in the position it-was in when given up to you. , 
When the works were given up to you, you were told what would be 
the consequence if you let down the holder. Our engineer was there, 
and he said, that if that were done he would not take the responsi- 
lity. You said, “* Pooh, pooh !’’ you would let it down, and you would 
see what was to be done with it; and you’ve done so. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Unwin: My reply was this—If the gasholder won’t support its 
own weight, the sooner it goes down the better. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr, Szate: There was a roof attached to the gasholder to hold up 
the top. It was a fearfully wet day on which the holder gave way. 
You ought to have taken off plates three times the size of the man- 
hole. The water would then have gone in, and the gasholder would 
now have been in the same state as when we left it. 

Mr, Unwin said that what he had done to the gasholder was what 
any man who knew anything about a gasholder would have done. 
He had always regarded the gasholder as unfit to work. It cannot be | 
made to work ; and the tank was little better than a riddle. 

Mr, CrowrHer: But the holder has worked. | 


} 
| 


Any 


A Voice: Ay, with an engine pumping water in night and day. 

Mr. Unwin: True, it did work, and the works worked fifteen | 
months, and by thus working you lost £2000 a year. (Laughter.) It) 
was not his wish to work in that way, and therefore he said that if 





they would not stand the sooner it came down the better. | 
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Mr. Harvey: You stopped us from supplying customers. 

Mr. Unwin: That excuse will not do, Mr. Harvey. Why the coal 
| you used for the manufacture of gas actually cost you more than you 
|sold the gas for. (Laughter.) I do not want to discuss such matters 
jat this meeting, but simply to deny that I did not go about this busi- 
|ness in a propermanner. I say I did. I am not aware that there are 
|more than two other gasholders in the kingdom erected on the same 
| princible as this at Neepsend—what may be called the cheap John prin- 
ciple. One of these had broken down, and the other I am told cannot 
|be worked. In further explanation of his reason for letting the holder 
down, he stated that a steam-engine with men to attend to it had 
long been required to pump water day and night into the tank to keep 
| pace with the leakage. A tank like that would ruin the whole con- 
|cern, and could not be allowed to goon. He followed the same course 
|as in the case of the leakage of the Arundel Street tank. He con- 
| sulted Mr, King, an eminent engineer of Liverpool, who advised that 
he should let air into the boiler, allow the water to find its own 
'level, and then repair the leakage. He had, since this gasholder 
| gave way, adopted the same plan with the tank in Spring-street, 
| which he had thrown out of use in consequence of leakage. Both 
|these stood firm as a rock when the water was withdrawn. Gas- 
‘holders could not be worked and kept bouyant at all times. Scarcely 
a week passed but they had one or mcre gasholders which ran empty. 
| Mr. Unwrw (in answer to Mr. Beal) proceeded to account for the 
absence of any report of the parliamentary proceedings, by saying that 
it had all appeared in the newspapers over and over again. 

Mr. Wake explained, that at the special meeting on the 13th of 
April, when the bill was in the House or Lords, the matters now 
alluded to were fully laid before the proprietors, and the bill received 
their sauction. After that there was nothing but routine work in 
the committee, and therefore the directors had no parliamentary pro- 
| ceedings to report. (Hear, hear.) . 
| Mr. Unwin then replied to Mr. Beal’s recommendation to the com- 
'pany to employ a practical engineer. He said Mr, Beal’s company 
|had employed three practical engineers, and asked what had been 
|the result? He had never called himself an engineer. But he had 
| had nearly fifteen years’ practice in the management of their affairs. 
| He never took an engineering step of importance without first con- 

sulting the most eminent engineers in the country; and if they looked 
into the accounts they would find very little money paid to engineers 
for advice relative to the company’s affairs. (Applause.) There had 
been nothing paid during the last three or four years, certainly. 
The last payment was to Mr. King, of Liverpool, for reporting on the 
tank and gasholder in Earl Street, when their quality was discussed 
in the town council. His report was that they ranked amongst the 





best in the kingdom, and they are now working in the best possible 

jmanner. As to what Mr. Alcock had said respecting the winding up 
of the new company’s affairs, this meeting had nothing to do with 
jthat. He (Mr. Unwin) had a very strong opinion that what they 
| (the new company’s directors) had done was not quite correct. A 
certain number of shares were divided amongst them which he 
thought ought not to have been appropriated, and he considered that 
|the old company had a right to grant fewer shares in consequence, 
| But they had got them, and he found it would be difficult to get them 
|back, There were some 1200 shares, he believed. Several of the 
jnew company’s shareholders had said to him that their directors had 
ino right to them. He replied that he thought so too, but that he 
had no right to interfere with their affairs. With respect to finding 
the new company money, they (the old company) would do what the 
act required, But the directors of the new company had not done 
any one thing. 

r. Buanp (of the Old Haymarket, a new company’s shareholder) 
said he was prepared to support the re-election of the directors, and 
‘to vote for Mr. Unwin, at a salary of £600 a year, as he had managed 
ithe old company’s affairs so much better than those of the new com- 
pany had been conducted: but he wanted to know whether Mr. 
| Unwin had any ill feeling towards the company, and whether he 
| wished to see it in Chancery. : 
| Mr. Unwin replied that it was ridiculous to suppose that he wanted 
;to put it into Chancery. They had made a bargain with the new 
company, and he, for one, was prepared to carry it out in the spirit 
as well as in the letter. (Applause.) But he still held that certain 
shares were got by certain parties connected with the new company; 
and those parties ought to refund them to the old company, or else 
to their own shareholders: beyond that he had nothing to say. 

Mr. Harvey said he considered that Mr. Unwin would act more 
fairly by the new company, if he would assist them instead of finding 
fault, If there was anything wrong let him put the company into 
Chancery, and drop his insinuations. He (Mr. Harvey) had a very 
high respect for some of the old company’s directors ; but there were 
one or two who were incapacitated by their illiberality. It was as im- 
possible for them to conduct such a company as this as it would be 
|for him to turn philosopher. He then made a complaint upon the 
fact that the notice of this meeting had been advertised in only one 
|of the local papers. He adduced this as evidence of a paltry spirit 
jin some of the directors; and contended that the advertisement ought 
|to have been inserted in all the local newspapers. 
| The Cuarrman said that the advertisement was inserted in one 
| paper, simply to comply with the act of Parliament; but every share- 

holder had a circular sent to him announcing the meeting, and the 
| directors did not see the necessity of advertising further. (Applause.) 

Mr. Beat asked Mr. Unwin who the engineers were that had re- 

ported on the gasholder and tank at Neepsend, and what their report 
| was, (Hear, hear.) 
| The Cuarrman replied that they had consulted Mr. King, of Liver- 
| pool, and Mr. Barlow, of London. Mr. Thomas Wright, the most 
|eminent maker of gasholders in the kingdom, had been to inspect it, 
;and he said that the most economic plan was to sell the gasholder for 
jold iron. (Hear, hear, and cheers.) He (the chairman) hoped Mr. 
| Beal was satisfied now. 











Mr. Beat said he wished to know whether the directors were aware 
that Captain Minchen, the Sheffield barracks-master, had stated in 
evidence that the supply and quality of the gas furnished to the 


barracks were very bad. 
Mr. Sorsy: That is opening new ground altogether. | 
| 


Mr. Beat attributed this to the fact that Mr. Unwin would not | 
let the barracks be supplied from the gas-works at Neepsend. 

The Cuarrman: Mr. Beal, you really must sit down. 

Mr. Beat: Your engineering will not bear testing. |! 

Mr. E, Hozson (Snig Hill) complained that the directors did not |) 
discharge their duty by paying sufficient attention to the new com- || 
pany’s works at Neepsend. r 

Mr. Unwin said no complaint whatever had reached him as to’ 
either the quantity or quality of the gas supplied to the barracks, but 
Captain Minchen had frequently complained of the bad fittings. The | 
company were applied to, and tendered for the work, but some other 
party gave in a lower tender and got the job, and the result was that 
the work was done in a manner that caused great dissatisfaction. 

The Cuarrman said he would now take the show of hands on Mr. 
Beal’s amendment, which was to the effect, that the report be referred 
back in order that the directors might afford information as to the 
cost and trouble incurred in obtaining the act of amalgamation, and 
in order that they might procure an engineer’s opinion touching the 
failure of the gasholder at Neepsend. He begged that the new com- 
pany’s shareholders would bear in mind, that only those could vote || 
who held three shares or upwards. | 

A show of hands was twice taken on the amendment, and the | 
CuarRMaN said he thought it was lost. At Mr. Beat’s request the | 
show of hands was repeated again twice, and finally Mr. Beal acqui- 
esced in the declaration that the amendment was lost. The original | 
resolution, confirmatory of the report, was then carried with only 
four dissentients. 

A resolution was then proposed, approving of the statement of | 
accounts of the old company for the last half-year. This was passed | 
without discussion. In like manner the meeting passed a resolution, 
declaring the dividend recommended in the report. |} 

The CuarrMan said, the term of office of the directors having now | 
expired, they offered themselves for re-election, He could only say | 
that for the past they felt obliged to the shareholders for the confi- 
dence they had always reposed in the board. As for the future, if it 
were the pleasure of the proprietors to reappoint them, they would 
continue to do the best in their power to promote the interests of the | 
company. (Applause.) 

Mr Sorsy rose and said, that he had a resolution to propose which | 
he hoped would meet with the unanimous approbation of the share- 
holders. The late directors had for a long period of years had the 
management of the company. Their integrity, honesty, and business- 
like qualities had afforded perfect satisfaction, and if his proposition 
were adopted he had little doubt that they would continue to act 
faithfully and honourably towards the shareholders and the town. 
(Hear, hear.) He had great pleasure in proposing the nine outgoing || 
directors for re-election, and he hoped the shareholders would do 
themselves the credit to adopt the motion. (Applause.) 

Mr. Joseru Suaw (Bridge Street) seconded the motion. 

Mr. M‘Turx could not vote for some of the parties. He thought 
the votes should be taken upon the names seriatim, but had been told 
by one of the directors that the board would never give the share- || 
holders that opportunity. 

Mr, Sorsy: Name. 

Mr. M‘Turx: It was Mr. T, Gould. Mr. Sorby had also told him 
that he, when a director, found the company paying bills for goods’ 
that had never been supplied to the company. 

Mr. Sorsy: I deny it én toto, Stick to the truth, Mr. M‘Turk. 

Mr. M‘Turx: I do, and if you stick to the truth I defy you to 
contradict me. 

Mr, Sorsy: I never heard such a thing in my life. 

Mr. M‘Turk went on to say, that “ the squeezable materials ”’ of 
which the board had been composed had answered well for their | 
solicitor. It had enabled him to string his law bill up to £3260, | 
which was a very nice thing. They ought to infuse into the board 
new blood, who would not throw all the grist into the solicitor’s | 
hands, because he, in return, backed up the board. He should like 
to know from Mr. Unwin who collected the rents. Was it done by || 
the servants of the company, paid by them? if so, he thought it 
would be better to employ them to collect the rents of the company, 
instead of paying Mr. Roberts twelve per cent. He was not going to | 
blame Mr. Unwin; but it was commonly reported that Mr. Roberts 
paid him a handsome sum to get his business. (Laughter.) Then, 
forsooth, Mr, Unwin put the work of the company into Mr. Roberts’s | 
hands, and employed the company’s servants to collect His (Mr. Un- | 
win’s) private rents He complained also that the transfer books 
were <ept by Mr. Wake instead of at the office, and imputed that 
improper fees were charged. If the transfers were made at the office | 
of the company, the fees would pay the salary of one of their best | 
clerks, and the business would be done as it ought, without parties | 
having to wait an hour or two at a time, as was frequently the case. | 

Mr. Unwin, in reply to Mr. M’Turk, said, one of the servants of 
the company was employed half an hour every Monday in collecting 
some rents for him, but the company paid nothing for it. As to Mr. 
Roberts, he had never collected the company more than £30 a year, 
and his commission-on that, at 2s, 6d. in the pound, would not 
amount tomuch. But he could tell them that they never employed 
Mr. Roberts to collect anything they could collect themselves. en 
their collectors told him of any bad debt which they could make 
nothing of, he generally replied, ‘‘ Give it to Mr. Roberts and try 
what he can do.” Mr, M‘Turk next told them that if the transfers 
were made at the company’s offices, the fees would pay the wages of 
the best clerk they had During the last ten years, the whole 
amount received for transfers was about £60, or £6 a year; and he 
should like to see “‘ the best clerk” that this would pay. If he 
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thought it would be to the advantage of the company that the trans- 
fers should be made at their office, he woyld advocate that course. 
He had no favouritism towards Mr. Wake; but that gentleman had 
always managed their affairs very efficiently; and the only fault he 
(Mr. Unwin) had to find was, that he sometimes charged a little too 
much, (Laughter.) When this was the case, however, he never 
hesitated to tell Mr. Wake of it. (Cheers.) 

Mr. Govtp said he had no recollection of having said to Mr. 
M‘Turk anything that he had stated. Had he thought what Mr. 
M‘Turk imputed that he had said, he should not have been so indis- 
creet as to tell it to Mr. M‘Turk of all men in the world. (Cheers 
and laughter.) 

Mr, Harvey had no doubt but Mr. Wake would at once consent to 
the transfers being made at the company’s offices, if that were most 
convenient. 

Mr. Unwin: He has no say in the matter. What is done in the 
matter is by order of the directors. 

Mr. Harvey was satisfied with this explanation. 

Mr. Sorsy wished to tell the company a secret. He hoped it 
would not go further. (Laughter.) But for a number of years they 
had found that Mr. M‘Turk—(laughter)—had been very anxious to 
be a director of this company. (Loud leughter.) He had used all 
the means in his power to become a director. Mr, M‘Turk was very 
well in opposition, but in respect of his aptitude for general business 
he was not qualified to be of much service to the company as a director. 

Mr. M‘Turk, in defiance of the remonstrances of the chairman, 
who wished to get on with the business, insisted on replying to Mr. 
Sorby. He never in his life solicited a shareholder for a vote, save 
| and except one—a person who was at his shop one day. (Roars of 
| laughter.) He threw back the charge on Mr. Sorby with the greatest 
/ eontem t. 

The CuarrMan, with no little difficulty, diverted the attention of 
; the meeting back to the legitimate business. He said he had con- 
| sulted with Mr. Beal, and they were agreed that the best course 
| would be to take the sense of the meeting as to whether the directors 
should be put collectively or singly. 

In answer to a question, the CuarrMan said that the qualification 
| for a director was the possession of £500 nominal stock. 
| Mr. H. Witxrnson observed that some of the directors were sure 
| to be elected, and to poll for them would only be to waste time. He 
moved that Mr. Lockwood, the chairman, be re-elected. 

Mr. Harvey seconded the motion, saying that it would be very 
unwise to attempt to oust all the late directors. His objection was to 
|Mr. Thompson and Mr. Timm, neither of whom troubled himself 
| about the business of the company. They were both honourable and 
| respectable gentlemen, but had not a taste for this sort of business. 
| Mr, Wrrxryson then took a show of hands as to Mr. Lockwood, 
| and he was unanimously re-elected by acclamation. 
| The Cuarrman proposed that Mr. Unwin be re-elected a director, 
| and Mr. Corsan seconded the motion. This proposition was carried 
all but unanimously, Mr. Beal and a shareholded at the further end 
| of the room being the only dissentients. 
| The Cuainman quoted the register of attendances, which showed 

that out of 25 board meetings Mr. Timm had attended 22, and Mr. 
, Thompson had been at them all. 
| Mr. Timm: I am not desirous of being elected a director; and if I 
| thought any number shared the opinion of Mr. Harvey, I would at 
once withdraw my name. But I most certainly would not sit as a 
| a director if any one of those who have been at the head of the new 
| company were elected. (Laughter and hisses.) 
| Mr. Harvey proposed that Mr. Samuel Barker, of Wilkinson 
| Street, ahould. be elected in the place of Mr. Timm. He had no 
| personal’ feeling aginst Mr.Timm. He did not attach so much 
importance to the number of meetings attended. Some of those who 
| attended most frequently at another company’s meetings, went to 
{sleep in the middle of the business; but they got a notch to their 
| name as attending, and the greatest share of the directors’ renumera- 
tion, (Laughter.) The question was not whether a man attended 
| oftenest, but was he worth anything when there? He complained 
| that Mr. Timm had shown an enmity to the new company. 
| Mr. Tr: I am an enemy to all suchlike as you, and all belonging 
'to you. I’would:not be associated with such men. (Uproar.) 
| e CHAIRMAN took a show of hands and declared that there was a 
| large majority in favour of Mr. Samuel Barker, and against Mr. Timm. 


| . Mr. Tru (to the meeting): I am much obliged to you, gentlemen. 
| Mr, Crowruex: You are very welcome, sir. (Laughter.) 

| Mr. Unwin demanded a poll. 

| A scene of great confusion ensued, Mr. Harvey, Mr. Beal, Mr. 
| Crowther, and Mr. Alcock, protesting against the time of the meeting 
being thrown away by isting in a poll, in defiance of so large a 
majority of the shareholders So en 

Mr. Bianp thought it would have been more prudent if Mr. Crow- 
ther had remained silent. He was one of those whom Mr. Crowther, 
as a director of the new company, had basely deceived. Mr. Crowther 
told them at the Town-hall, “‘ Put your trust in us, and we will carry 
you through.”, He (Mr. Bland) had £200 in the new company, and 
under the m ement of such as Mr. Crowther, he had been four 
years without dividend. He preferred now to trust the old directors, 
and hoped under their better management to receive eight per cent. 
for his money. . (Laughter.) 

Mr, Wakgz suggested that, to save more than one polling, there 
should be a list submitted of the nine retiring directors, and such 
others as the shareholders should propose, and that each shareholder 
should vote upon the list. 

Mr. Beat and Mr. Harvey appealed to Mr. Unwin not to persist in 
his demand for a poll, Mr. Timm having intimated that he was glad 
to retire. . They also urged as an additional reason, that respect should 
be paid to the vast majority against Mr, Timm. 

r. Unwin said of. the shareholders present, more than two-thirds 
belonged’ to the new company. Though the majority looked very 




















formidable on a show of hands, the result would appear very different 
on the poll, as, out of two-thirds who were new company shareholders, 
great numbers were not entitled to vote, having less thanghree shares, 
Mr. Timm: While we were in opposition I did my best against the 
new company. Now that they have joined us I will do my best for 
them; but I am not to be put down by such a man as Mr. Harvey. 


Mr. Branp: Has your enmity agairst the new company ceased ? 

Mr. Trimm: Yes, certainly. But I should not like to sit with an 
of those who have been directors of that company. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Brann: I agree in your objection. 

The only two persons proposed as directors, except the nine whose 
term of office had just expired, were Mr. S. Barker and Mr. A, 
M‘Turk, the latter being proposed by Mr. Beat, and seconded by Mr. 
ae Mr. Wake’s suggestion as to the voting was adopted, 
an 

The CuarrMan announced the result of the poll which had been 
taken on all the eleven names. All the old directors, he said, were 
re-appointed. He read the record of the voting as follows: Mr. Wm, 
Lockwood, 1592 votes; Mr. E. Unwin, 1591; Mr. J. Timm, .1399; 
Mr. J. Thompson, 1449; Mr. S. Parker, 1579; Mr. T, Gould, 1555; 
Mr. H. Hutchinson, 1588; Mr. John Hall,- 1563; Mr. S. Roberts, 
1587; Mr. S. Barker, 286; Mr. A. M‘Turk, 248. (There were’ about 
320 present, and the number who voted was 208. Many of the new 
company’s shareholders present had no vote, their holding being less | 
than three new company’s £4 shares.) wre vif 

The Cuarnman then proposed the election of Mr. Unwin, ‘as | 
managing director, at a salary of £600 a year from the 30th June last, | 
in addition to the ordinary remuneration of a director if there should| 
ever be any. | 

Mr, Buanp seconded the motion, | 

Mr. Bea contended that £300 a year was amply sufficient. - He 
was satisfied that they might get a competent engineer for that sum. | 
He did not deny that Mr. Unwin kept the accounts and managed the | 
affairs of the company creditably and with ability; but £600'a year 
was too much for the services rendered. (Cheers.) Besides, it was 
very desirable that a company, having the supply of gas entirely in | 
its own hands, should be managed by a discreet and temperate man 
—one who would not unnecessarily offend by harsh or hasty treat- | 
ment. He had never yet known Mr, Unwin treat the public in 
that way. 

Mr. M‘Turx said he was perfectly of Mr. Beal’s opinion. It was | 
very well known that he was opposed to Mr. Unwin. (Laughter.) 
He complained that Mr. Unwin, instead of devoting his entire time 
to the affairs of this company, as he said he would, was an auditor of 
a railway company, a town councillor, and a police commissioner, | 
He was informed that the servants of the gas company were em- 
ployed to assist in returning Mr. Unwin for the Upper Hallam ward. | 
(Laughter.) He complained that Mr. Unwin was too often absent 
from the company’s office. He had found him absent thirty times. | 
These things considered, £300 a year was sufficient for Mr. Unwin’s 
services. He thought he could trace directly to him a very great 
waste of the money of the town and the company. They ought not 
to be kept in the dark with a report like this. They ought to have 
a regular debtor and creditor account, so that the shareholders might 
see all about the profit and loss. This (the report) was one of the 
most dark things possible. (Laughter.) He gave Mr. Unwin no| 
credit at all—not a bit: and however he might stand alone he would 
vote for £300 as the manager’s salary. (Cheers. ) ' | 

The Cuarrman put the motion, and declared it carried. 

Mr, Unwin (cheers) : I have laboured hard for the success of this | 
company for 14 or 15 years. I have endeavoured to do my duty to| 
the shareholders of the United Company. Now that it and the Con-! 
sumers’ Company are united, I feel no difference exists between us, | 
and I shall continue to do my best for the interests of every share-| 
holder in the Amalgamated Company. (Cheers.) I thank you for! 
your confidence, and shall endeavour to merit the good opinion of | 
my new employers, as I have hitherto that of my older friends. | 

Mr. BEA rose to propose a vote of thanks to the chairman for the 
conscientious and able way in which he had presided; but he gave 
way to Mr. Corsan, who proposed the thanks of the meeting to the 
chairman and all the directors. He had no doubt they would do 
as well for the company hereafter as they had done heretofore. | 
(Har, hear.) 

/ The vote of thanks was seconded by Mr. Joun Becxezrt, and carried 
by acclamation, The meeting then broke up. 











Fearrut Expiosion at THE BrrMIncGHAM WorkxHovsE.—On Tues- 
day morning, the 30th ult., about 20 minutes to 40’clock, the inmates 
of the workhouse at Birmingham Heath were alarmed by a most 
terrible explosion taking place in the building, the shock of which 
was so tremendous that it was felt in different parts of the town. It 
was soon discovered that the scene of the catastrophe was the men’s 
tramp ward, in which a fearful explosion of gas had taken place, 
shattering the building to atoms, and more or less injuring upwards 
of 30 inmates.’ The master and officers of the establishment were 
aroused, and‘hastened to the spot, and a message was forwarded to 
the clerk to the guardians, who was also immediately in attendance. 
The police and several medical gentlemen soon afterwards arrived, 
and rendered every assistance to the unfortunate sufferers, all of 
whom were placed in beds, and the requisite remedies speedily applied 
to their wounds. We are happy to state that, with three or four 
exceptions, the injuries were not of a very serious character. One 
youth had his-thigh fractured, and was in the course of the morning 
removed, under medical direction, to the General Hospital. . The ap- 

arance of, the injured persons was truly distressing, their faces and 

dies being rendered perfectly black from the effects of the explosion. 
As soon as the excitement, had partially subsided, an investigation 
was commenced into the origin of the calamity. It appears that one 
of Kimberley’s gas stoves is placed between the ranges of beds in the 
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tramp ward. The feeding-pipe connected with the main passes from 
the stove into the woodwork of the room, in which there is a trap or 
recess, with a door enclosing the gas tap. Oneor more joints of 
the feeding-pipe were broken, as is +. by some of the 
inmates pressing upon it, and through the apertures so created 
the gas arans § and in the course of the night accumulated 
to such an extent as to fill the room, and nearly suffocated 
the inmates, upwards of 40 in number. Some of them became 
overpowered by the inhalation of the noxious vapour, and’ others 
made desperate efforts to escape from the ward by forcing open the 
door. The noise thus made attracted the attention of Weare, the 
night watchman, who hastened to the spot, and heard several ‘persons 
crying out, “ There’s an escape of gas! For God's sake, let us out, 
or we shall be suffocated!’’ He thereupon opened the door, and the 
inmates came rushing out into the yard and falling down one upon 
another. A scene of indescribable confusion ensued, Weare entered 
the building, followed by an inmate named Samuel Hands, who car- 
ried the watchman’s lighted lantern in his hand, The door of the 
lantern was closed, but there was an aperture at the top, and in about 
two minutes the was ignited, as is supposed, by the light in it, 
and the terrific explosion took place. Weare was struck down, and 
became insensible, while Hands and the other injured persons shared 
the same fate. With a few exceptions, the patients are progressing 
in a satisfactory manner. We need hardly add that every possible 
attention, medical and otherwise, has been bestowed upon the suf- 
ferers; and the guardians have given directions that neither pains nor 
expense shall be spared, with a view to the mitigation of their suffer- 
ings and the promotion of their recovery.— Birmingham Journal. 
XPLOSION OF Gas AT THE UniTED Service InstrruTion,—Between 
the hours of two and three o'clock in the afternoon of the 29th ult., 
the utmost consternation was caused in the immediate vicinity of 
Middle Scotland Yard, Whitehall, in consequence of a fearful explo- 
sion of ye It appears that the United Service Institution has been 
supplied with gas by the Chartered Company for some years past, but 
since the preceding Friday a strong’ smell had been experienced by 
those employed on the premises. The fact having been communicated 
to the secretary, that gentleman sent to the gas factory. and two men 
were sent yesterday to examine the pipes, it being at first imagined 
that the mains leading into the building had become defective, and 
thereby allowed the vapour to escape and lodge about the ceilings of 
the exhibition. Upon the arrival of the men, they tried sundry parts 
of the premises, when, on finding that the gas seemed to escape in a 
greater body in the basement, they lit a candle for the purpose of go- 
ing below to test the pipes, but before doing so they were both cau- 
tioned by the officials of the place. They had, however, scarcely 
entered the underground department, when an explosion of a terrific 
character occurred, which set fire to the wearing apparal of one man, 
terribly burnt another, and at the same time dislodged three or four 
large flagstones on the ground floor. The gas that had escaped came 
from a pipe belonging to the London Gas Company, 50 or 60 yards 
distant from the point where the explosion took place; it had got into 


Exposition at THE Crry or Loxpon Gas-Worxs.—An explosion of 
an alarming character took place on the 24th ult., in Dorset Square, 
Whitefriars, which for some time caused the greatest consternation, 
not only in the immediate neighbourhood, but also on the Surrey side 
of the River Thames. Many persons, especially those who were cross- 
ing Blackfriars Bridge, it being in the vicinity of the factory, owing 
to the violence of the report and the loud rumbling noise which 
succeeded it, came to the reasonable conclusion that a vast number of 
men employed on the premises had been either killed or seriously 
injured, but it is gratifying to state that no one on the works re- 
ceived the least personal injury. From inquiries made at the factory, | 
it appears that a number of men have been employed in laying a large | 
iron main on the top of the outer wall, and that all of a sudden a 
fearful explosion happened, which made a noise equal to the dis- | 
charge of several pieces of artillery, shaking the houses near to their 
very foundations, and frightening the horses drawing vehicles on the 
bridge or in Fleet Street. At the same time a large piece of the iron || 
main struck two of the gasholders in the yard; another piece at the 
corner of Dorset Street was also dislodged, and it fell into the street | 
just at the moment two children were passing. The brickwork at the | 
gable end of the meter-house was thrust out, and for some time the 
district became obscured with dust resembling thick smoke. The! 
windows of several houses near have been shattered, as well as those 
in the yard. Fortunately, no one received the least injury. The 
pipe had never been charged with gas, which must have been ad- | 
mitted by a leaky slide valve. How ignition took place is still a 
mystery. 

Hints ror Gas Steaters.—Mr, Edge, of Westminster, has opened | 
a shop at 46, Kenshaw Street, Liverpool, to which his agent, Mr. | 
Flintoff, invites gas consumers to see experiments performed every | 
hour, showing how the “ old gas meters” are capable of defrauding 
the public; and many of the visitors have come away with hints 
as to how, in their turn, the public may defraud the gas company. 
It is much to be regretted that respectable meter manulacturers con- 
descend to resort to practices which must ultimately recoil upon 
themselves. 

Tue Surrey Consumers’ Company.—The public lamps throughout 
the extensive parish of Rotherhithe are now lighted with naphtha, in 
consequence of the gas company having selene to continue the light- 
ing with gas on the terms offered when permission was granted to lay 
their mains throughout the district. 

Gas anp Meter Testine 1n Surrey,—Mr. Warington, the che- 
mical referee ‘appointed to test the gas of the Surrey companies, 
reports, that for the quarter ending Sept. 29, 1855, the illuminating 
power has been above the act of Parliament standard. ‘The meter- 
tester publishes the following report of his operations during the 
same period :— 

Meter Testinc from June 24 to September 29, 1855, 























an old drain in the roadway, and the moment the vapour 
ignited it blew up the earthwork and paved carriage-road for nearly 
30 feet, and several houses were completely shaken by the violence of 
the concussion, and one of them has since been shored up, to prevent 
further damage. One of the men who had so imprudently taken a 
light into such a dangerous place was found not to be hurt, butthe other 
was badly injured, and was taken to the hospital. Mr. Superintend- 
ent Carter and the surveyor of the Chartered Gas Company, together 
with a number of men, at once repaired to the spot, and by opening 
the crown of the old drain or sewer the gas was allowed toescape ; but 
in case of its accumulating again in the building, two experienced 
firemen of the London Brigade were-left on duty during the night. 
One very fortunate circumstance is, that none of the valuable articles 
in the museum were injured.” The’ London Company’s main’ was 
broken at the point where it crossed a newly made sewer.— Times, 





Tuesday, Oct. 30. 





























Total |Number |Average |Average | Stopped 
CoMPANIES. Number n- Number i , cm. a Regis- 
| Tested. correct. | a | Cent. | ow. | Cont. tering. 
Surrey Consumers’... 315 wz |: se 4 |. 8 44 1 
PhORniz ......cc0seseeeses | so | 4 | u-l>6-|.e°| 8 5 
South Metropolitan | 118 3] one $43 | 2. |. 33 0 
The London.....sess0es 135 o,].-3 MhevfoySi  . 48 3 
1438 72 | 26 | o STs | 9 
: (Signed) G. Mi11s, 
Appointed to test the meters of the several Gas Companies 
South of the Thames. 


Office, 96, Borough Road, Southwark, 

Crose Estrmates.—Extensive alterations and improvements have 
been recently effected at the gas-works at Worksop, Doncaster, Ro- 
therham, and Lancaster, according to the designs and under the 
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CASTINGS, per Ton. iiaateatiniaes COALS, ae 
> “ . . H CANNEL, 
Average Weight of Cast Iron Gas Pipes, per Yard. _ Unsereened. a Boghead ......... at Leith 28°0 
Igin, 2in. 2hin. 3in. 4in. Sin. Gin. Zin. Sin. Yin. lin. 12in. Whitwell Primrose ...... 7 6 perton,| Kirkness............... best 23 0 = 
$$ $$ $$$] Pelton .....creccrerccscerseees 0” Capeldrae, first quality 20 0 a 
16 21 2 = §=33 «651 6 670)|689) «6107-—« 126 —=S 149 :177_~—s 208 lbs. | Medomsley .... coe Ditto, second quality12 6 ,, 
—s elaW.......000+ 3 ee Lesmahago at Glasgow 25 0 pad 
Retail Pri 5tol0 . - ag 3s wren g F A... at Leith ......... oe 
e rices are 5 to 10 per cent. Vew= os ighton Moo’ rniston eo 0 > 
higher. London./Glasgow) castle, | Wales. $¢ & ‘3 | New Pelton. Wemyss .... ( ae 
=Q | Peareth....... 6 oo Bridgeness 
£s.4/£ 8.4|£ 8.4) £8. d.|£ 6, d.| South Pelaw, Kinneil ... o 
Pig Tron, No.1, .....seseecsse00s 5 004 5 0410 01410 01410 0} Washington Hutton...... Knightswood —_ 
1} and 2 inches Socket Pipe 815 0/715 08 0 08 0 08 O OF South Peareth............... Lochgelly 6 
2g and3 do. 0. 810 0.710 0/715 6715 0} 715 0} Ramsay’sCannel............18 0 Lumphinan ” 
4 and5 .do. do. 8 5 07 5 0710 01710 0710 0 Cowen’s Cannel............. 18 0» Sipe sebepetensseevscsescoses So « 
6 inches and upwards do. a 80070075070 0756 
Retorts, Ist fusion, hot blast ......... {715 0)... Er 710 0 FIRE GOODS. LEAD. : 
Do. 2nd fusion, cold blast ......... 810 0... 8 0 0/8 O 08 O Q}] Best Bricks, 60s. per 1000, at Newcastle. Soft pig, £25 to £26 per ton. 
Tank Plates, § thick and above ...... 9 0 0} 710 0| 810 0/710 09 O Q] Do. Clay, 12s. per ton do. ethos 
WROUGHT IRON TUBING, subject to 35 per cent. Diseount. FREIGHTS, per Ton. 
a atau: WwW, “7. 
2inches.| Iginch. | lginch. | linch. | Zinch. | $ inch. | Chatham & Roches. 9s.6d +» lls.0d 
Cork  .....008 ecesccceece 0 . 32 0 
s. d. 8s. d, s. d, 8s. d. s d.|'s.. d, 3 0 
Patent welded tubes, from 2tol2feet,perfoot| .1 8 1 0 0 10 07 0 5 0 43 |. 0 6 
TD ioeetitanna  » 6in. to 18 in., each 3 0 S$ ¢ 1 9 1 8 1 0 0, 9. | Exeter Quay ......... ll 6 6 
Connecting pieces, or long ScreWS  ........++++++ 3 66 2 3 2 0 1 6 1 2 0 11 . | Folkestone........... 9 6 0 
Bends, sp and elbows, wrought iron...... 369 2 3 1 9 1 0 0 10 0. 8 H ee © 0 
Tees, wrought or cast 4 0 2 6 2 0 : = . 220 eee 9 0 6 
Crosses, wrought or cast..........+ eoscecescooesees ° 4 6 3 0 2 6 2 0 1 6 2.8 6 6 6 
Iron cocks 17 6 9 6 "ie 4 6 S 8,141.9, 4:, 76 0 
Ditto, with brass plug ..........-.eseeeeseeeee soos | SB. @ 16°0 13 0 . = 5 6.)'4 6 9 9 6 
Diminishing sockets, caps, plugs, and nipples 1 3 0.9.),0°8 0 6 0 54,0 4 } -ll 3 20 
Plain socket ; 1 0 © 81,0 7 0 5 04 0 3 Whitstable.. 8 9 3 
Syphons, 2 quart i 1 0 14 0°] (13 "6 13 0 12 0 f° ¢ |... | Weymouth... 10 6 eo 
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not reached £250. 


| superintendence of Mr. H. Gore, of Leeds ; and, upon a gross expendi- 
‘ture of £13,324, it is creditable thut the. contracts. have. not varied 
from the estimates more than 2 per cent., and. the total extras have 


Gas 1n Rome.—At a recent meeting of the Anglo-Roman Gas 
Company, the gérant reported, that in consequence of the great u 
advance which had taken place in freights since the contract for _ cubic feet. : 
lighting the city was entered into, the value of English coals | per 1000 feet, and the public lamps yielded 3s. 6d. per 1000 feet. The 
delivered in Rome had risen from 34s. to 648. per ton. 


consequence been compelled to have recourse to an inferior quality of | 


He had in | 


| Tuscan coal shipped at Leghorn, the gas from which was of good 

quality, though the coke was small and friable, The chief objection, 
| however, to its use was the large quantity of sulphur contained in it ; 
| but having the use of very powerful purifying apparatus, this diffi- 
| culty had been surmounted, and by its aid the cost of gas had been 

reduced to four bojocchi per cubic meter, or 4s. 8d. per 1000 English 
The price charged to the private consumers was 11s, 8d. | 





profit on the last six months’ working was stated to amount to £782, 
and the demand for ligh.s was rapidly increasing. 
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PATENT PURIFIED COAL GAS. 


Mr. Wo. RicHarpson, Dup.ey, Consulting 
engi to the Pat " 





TO GAS COMPANIES 
AND PROPRIETORS OF GAS WORKS. 


Terms of Licence, &c., may be obtained of the 
Patentee, or Messrs. MILL and StauTTON, 17, Ampton 


Place, Gray’s Inn Road, LonpoN. 





WILLIAM RICHARDSON & CO., 
| ENGINEERS, IRONFOUNDERS, 


AND 
CONTRACTORS 
Sor the Erection, Enlargement, and Repair of 


| 
} 


No, 84, CHARLES-STREET, CITY-ROAD, 
LONDON. 
Works: 
Tunnel Foundry and Iron Works, DUDLEY, 





TO GAS COMPANIES, 


JOICEY, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 


NHABITANTS of Provincial or 

Continental Towns, Public Companies, and others, 
who contemplate IMPROVING EXISTING GAS- 
WORKS, or ERECTING NEW ONES, can be fur- 
| nished with every information, PLANS, DESIGNS, 
| and ESTIMATES, by G. A. S., 14, Manchester Build- 
ings, WESTMINSTER. 


WEST and GREGSON, 
GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, &c. 
UNION-STREET, OLDHAM. 

Station and Experimental Meters, Gas Pressure 
Registers, Gauges, Experimental Gasholders, Go- 
vernors, Slide Valves, &c. &c. 

W. and G, would respectfully call the attention of 
Gas Engineers and ae to their Station-meters, 
having made and erected the largest in use at the 
| present time, two of which may be seen at the Stock- 
| port and Liverpool Gas Works, on application to the 
| respective Engineers ; also to the Paris Universal Ex- 
hibition. Class IV., Section 1., No. 269. 


GAS FIRE-PLACE, 


The attention of Surgeons, Architects, Solicitors, 
and the Public, is respectfully solicited to a new and 
' beautiful 


GAS FIRE-PLACE 


which B. WHEELER has succeeded in registering, for 
heating surgeries, offices, entrance halls, bedrooms, &c. 
This stove has been carefully examined by many scien- 
tific men, has the unqualified approval of the Faculty, 
and is considered to surpass all the other gas stoves in 
use. It is extremely simple in its construction, and 
has the attractions of the Englishman’s coal fire, without 
creating the slightest smell or dust. 

To be obtained through any respectable gasfitter, and 


at 
B. WHEELER’S, 
Gas Stove and Fittings Depit, 
ALBERT STREET, AND HouNnp’s GATE, 
NOTTINGHAM. 


ere re 











TO GAS COMPANIES, ENGINEERS, AND 
MERCHANTS. 

EDWIN DIXON, 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBE WORKS, 
WOLVERHAMPTON, 
begs with the utmost confidence to solicit the order of 
Gas Companies, and persons using or selling Gas 
Tubes. Having for a long period supplied the fr est 
Gas Companies and Consumers in the United Kingdom 
and the Continent with unvarying approbation, and 
almost exclusively the Local Boards of Health under 
Government Engineers, with Galvanised Iron Tubes 
and Connections, it has become an inducement to make 

such facts known. 

Large Stock always being on hand, orders of any 
magnitude, from 10 to 100,000 feet, are executed 
promptly, and carefully tested by powerful hydraulic 
| pressure before leaving the Works. 
| Boiler Tubes, Core Bars, Hollow Spindles, and Hy- 
-| draulic Press Pipes, to resist 5000 lb. to the square inch, 

made on the shortest notice. 
| The only Prize Medal of the Great Exhibition, 1851, 


GAS & WATER WORKS, 


'W PELTON MAIN GAS COAL. 
Parties wanting a supply of these first-class 
GAS COALS, which are extensively used in the London 
and other gas works, will please to apply to Mr.JamEs 


Advertisements. 





RICKETS’S 





GAS STOVES. 


In Churches, Hails, and for Conservatories or any close apartment, a pipe can be 
attached to convey away the burnt air. 


RICKETS’S CHEAP GAS STOVE, 





NO CHIMNEY WANTED FOR 


PATENT CALORIFERE 


. 





Price £1. 15s,, . 


Made of sheet-iron, suitable for heating small Counting-houses, Bed-rooms, Cellers, &c 








AGAR STREET, STRAND, LONDON. 


MANUFACTORY, 





CLEGG ON COAL GAS. 


Now ready, in demy 4to., with numerous Engravings and Woodcuts, price £1. 11s. 6d., bound in cloth, 
the Second Edition, considerably enlarged, of 


A PRACTICAL TREATISE 


ON THE 
MANUFACTURE AND DISTRIBUTION OF COAL GAS; | 
ITS INTRODUCTION AND PROGRESSIVE DEVELOPMENT. 
Illustrated by Engravings from Working Drawings, with General Estimates. 
By SAMUEL CLEGG, Jun., M. Inst. C.E., F.G.S, 


Lonpon: Jonn» WEALE, 59, HicH HoLBorn. 





By Her Majesty's Royal Letters Patent. 










JOSEPH BO 
PATENT DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURER, 
and also Maker of his Improved WATER METERS 
No. 28, BAGNIGGE-WELLS-ROAD, CLERKENWELL, 
adjoining the Police ae of No.1, Coppice-row, 
Experimental and Station Meters of any size made 
to order on the shortest notice.—Governors, Pressure 
Registers, Gas-cooking Stoves, and every description 
of Gas Apparatus. 


THOMAS EDINGTON, 
PURCHASER AND INSPECTOR OF CASTINGS 
ON COMMISSION. 

17, GORDON STREET, 
GLASGOW. 


JAMES FEATHERSTONE, 
ENGINEER, 
Manufacturer of GASHOLDERS, IRON ROOFS, and 
every description of Gas Apparatus. 
ALLIANCE IRON WorKS, 
CLAYTON, near MANCHESTER. 


JOHN BENT, 


MANUFACTURER OF GAS METERS, 
283, BELL Banp Roan, 

BIRMINGHAM, 

(Established 1830), 
Begs respectfully to call the attention of Gas Compa- 
nies, Engineers, &c., to his WET GAS METER, 
made upon the most improved principles, the most ad- 
mirable materials, aud warranted to register correctly. | 


JOSEPH LAMB and CO,, 
WALLBOTTLE COLLIERY, 

NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 
Manufacturers of FIRE CLAY RETORTS of all 
dimensions; FIRE BRICKS; and every other article 
in Fire Clay. 

Also owners of HOLYWELL MAIN GAS COAL. 


ANDERSON’S 
DOUBLE-ACTING PISTON EXHAUSTER 


is the most simple and effective machine of the kind 
made, It gives no appreciable oscillation or slip; works 
with extremely little friction; and requires no internal 
lubrication. 

These Exhausters are in operation both in London 
and the Provinces, pumping from 10,000 to 70,000 cubic 
feet of gas per hour. They occupy very little space, and 
may be set either perpendicular or horizontal. 
Particulars of price, &c., may be had on application 
to Mr, ANDERSON, at the Gas Works, Rotherhithe 




















awarded. 





LoNnpDoN. 


| TO GAS COMPANIES, FITTERS, AND 
| IRON MONGERS. H 
LOYD and SUMMERFIELD, 
| Manufacturers of CUT and FLINT GLASS Jet 
Moons, Globes, Hemispheres, and Chimneys of every 
description; Hall Lamps, Lustres, and Chandeliers of 
the most modern patterns. 
Park GLass WorkKs, BIRMINGHAM. 
MW KELLY, Cast Iron Wharf, 31, 
¢ Bankside, London. — Retorts of superior 
quality, Socket and Flange Pipes, Bends, Branches, 
Syphons, and every description of Castings for Gas 
and Water Works, Gasometers, Tanks, Purifiers, Con- 
Hg &c., erected complete,or the materials sup- 
plied. | 
Gas Valves and Sluice Cocks on an improved prin- 
ciple. Patent Gas Tubing and Connections. | 
A stock of the above articles kept. 
The Pipes and Retorts supplied by M. K. ere cast 


vertically, which ensures soundness and equality of 
hickness throughout, 


PATENT SANITARY GAS SHADES. 


These Shades, manufactured exclusively by RICE 
HARRIS, and SON, on an entirely new principle, 
effectually destroy the effluvia and smoke, and diminish 
the heat, which have hitherto made the use of gas so 
objectionable in dwelling-houses and offices, where 
cleanliness, freedom from smell, and a cool atmosphere, 
are of importance. They are simple and inexpensive, 
and may be had at the Works, in a variety of forms 
adapted to the style of fittings or the taste of the pur- 
chaser, 

ISLINGTON GLASS AND ALKALI WoRKs, 
BIRMINGHAM; 
and 1, THREE KING-couRT, LOMBARD-STRERT, 
LONDON, 








May 27, 1854. 


WALTER MABON, 
ENGINEER. 
ARDWICK IRON WORKS, FAIRFIELD-STREET, 
MANCHESTER, 
Manufacturer of 

IRON TANKS for Gasholders, Railway Stations, &c. 

GASHOLDERS.—Extensive premises at Gorton, 
solely for the manufacture of Gasholders, and other 
heavy Wrought Iron Structures. 

GAS APPARATUS.—W. M. has an extensive assort- 
ment of patterns for Purifiers from 4 feet to 15 feet 
square, also round ones from 4 feet to 10 feet diameter; || 
Scrubbers, Condensers, Washers, Columns, Girders, 
and Tripod Patterns, suitable for Gasholders, from | 
10 feet to 150 feet diameter, either Singlelift or Tele- 
scope. Contractor for Gas Works of any magnitude. 
Designs, Specifications, and Estimates furnished. 

WROUGHT and CAST IRON ROOFS for Railway 
Stations, Gas Works, Warehouses, and Sheds, pre- 
pared for Slates or for Corrugated Iron. 

HOUSES, either for Dwellings, Manufac- 
tories, or Public Buildings. 

PIPESand VALVES, for Gas.and Water, from 2inches 
to 48 inches bore. 
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LESMAHAGO GAS COAL, 


AMES FERGUSON and CO., Lessees 


| of the Auchinheath and Craignethan Gas Coal- 
fields (the most extensive and valuable in the parish of 
| Le oe ae ay cern J intimates to the Managers of 
, Gas Works and Consumers of Gas Coal, that he is pre- 
ed to ship the best quality of the above well-known 
| ALS at Glasgow or Leith; and also to deliver them 
| at the railway stations upon, or connected with, the 
| Caledonian Railway, to any extent which may be 
| a 
| rice, free on board, or delivered at the railway sta- 
tions, vee | be learned by addressing James Ferguson 
| and Co., Gas Coal Works, Lesmahago; or J. H. Jones, 
| 1, Poets’-corner, Westminster, sole Agent for London, 


EDWARD RUSSELL, 
ALMA TuBE WoRKs, 
WALSALL. 
Manufacturer of Wrought-iron Tubing, for Gas, 
Steam, and Water; Stocks, Taps, and Dies, and all 
_kind of Gas Fittings. 


GREAT EXHIBITION PRIZE MEDAL, 
AND CERTIFICATE FOR GAS METERS, 
Crass XXII., No. 424. 


PADDON AND FORD, 
PATENT GAS METER & APPARATUS WORKS, 
GRAY’S-INN-ROAD, LUNDON, 
| Manufacturers of WeTand Dry Gas METERS, STATION 
METERS, GOVERNORS, EXPERIMENTAL APPARATUS, 
Gas Stoves, LANTERNS, Iron Barrel and Fittings, 

| Main Cocks, &e. &c. 
}~ Contractors for the erection or alteration of Gas 
| Works; and every description of Apparatus required 
| in Gas Works supplied. Competent men sent into the 
Country, and References given to work done. 

Pappon and Forp are enabled, from the successful 
; character of their workmanship and material, to 
|| guarantee the accuaracy and durability of their 
|| meters, either Wet or Dry, for a stated period. 


1} TO GAS COMPANIES, 


'] 
J. W. GRAZEBROOK, 

75, OLD BROAD STREET, LONDON, 
Having applications for New and Second-hand Gas 
Apparatus, would be obliged by those Companies 
having Apparatus to dispose of, to send particulars. 
And Companies requiring Apparatus are solicited to 


apply. 

PIeEs, RETORTS, TANKS, GASHOLDERS, &c. 
on Shortest Notice. 

STOURBRIDGE and NEWCASTLE FIRE GOODS. 


ConTRACTS TAKEN. 


tl 
| EORGE and SAMUEL CUTLER: 
GASHOLDER MAKERS, 
| No. 8, WENLOCK-ROAD, CITY-ROAD, 
LONDON. 

| Contracts for Tanks, Gasholders, Roofs, Purifiers, 
| and all descriptions of Gas Apparatus executed on the 
| most reasonable terms. Improved Slide Valves, Steam, 
| and Range Boilers, and Smiths’ Work, of the best 
|, materials and workmanship, 




















TO GAS COMPANIES, 


| 
| THE BRYMBO COMPANY, 
NEAR WREXHAM, 

Manufacture Cold Blast Retorts and Pipes of a very 
superior quality, and also ship good Gas and Steam 
| Coals at Saltney, on the River Dee, and at Birkenhead, 
| Brymbo Iron Works and Colliery, North Wales. 

| London agent, Mr. J. W. Grazebrouk, 75, Old Broad- 

street. 


U7 HITWELL PRIMROSE GAS 
| COAL.—These excellent Gas Coals are le p= 
| from the HUTTON SEAM only, and can be one either 
{ at the South Dock, SUNDERLAND; or Old Harbour, 
| HarrLepoor; or Brandling Drops, SourH SHIELDs; 
; on application to the WHITWELL CoaL Company, 
Ij Sunderland. 


rs 
PATENT FIRE-CLAY RETORTS.— 
1} O. BROTHERS and COMPANY, Manufacturers 
' of O. Brothers’s Patent, beg to state that these Retorts, 
being made in one entire operation, and in one piece, 
‘ of any required shape, length, breadth, and height, are 
| not liable to cracks and fissures, of which there is a just 
| and general complaint; and consequently superior to, 
and cheaper than, any hitherto manufactured. 
!|GREAT REDUCTION IN PRICES—30 per cent. 
|| cheaper than any other Clay Retorts manufactured, 
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feet in.} £ s.d.] 8s. dag 
-{12in. byl2in.} 8 | 23/2 00] 5 0 
.| 14in. byl2in.} 8 | 2}/2 40] 5 6 
-}16in. byl3in.}| 8 | 2 2100/] 6 3 
18in. byl4in.| 8 2 2160 7 0 
19in.by13in.| 8| 25/2160] 7 0 
./20in. byl4in.| 9 | 34)3 76) 7 6 
24in.by15in.| 8 | 4/3120] 9 0 
seoe| 15in, byl5in.| 8 | 24/2100) 6 3 
2” «--) Lin. by 15in.| 10 |'24{3 26] 6 3 
» _seeeee| 18in.by18in.} 8 | 25);3 00] 7 6 
| Oval Retort }|18in.byl2in.| 8 2/3 00/] 7 6 
| : ae he PRE 
All other sizes and shapes in proportion, to order. 
i] 


|| References and further particulars may be obtained on 
|| application to the Patentee, Gas Works, BLACKBURN. 
{' 
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ON THE LowEsT TERMS, 


44, OXFORD-STREET, LONDON; 
Manufactory—Broad-street, Birmingham, 
MANUFACTURERS OF GLASS CHANDELIERS, GLASS 
LUSTRES, TABLE GLASS, &c. & 
ELEGANT CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, FOR GAS 
(Made from “‘ REGISTERED”’ Desiens), with GLass Branongs, &e.; suitable 
for DRAWING-ROOM $ and BALL-ROooMs. 
private dwellings has induced Messrs. Oster to direct their particular atten- 
tion to the manufacture of this class of articles—which, with a view to their 
general adoption, are offered at very moderate prices. 
a great variety of patterns, to which 
THBATRES, CONCERT, ASSEMBLY, AND BALL Rooms LicuTep BY EsTIMATE 


& ©. OSLER, 


c. 


The more extensive use of Gas in 


Purchasers can select from 
additions are being constantly made. 











NOW READY, 


OL. III. of the JOURNAL of GAS- 

LIGHTING, price 32s. 6d., bound in cloth and 
ettered. Cloth cases for binding may be had at 2s. 6d. 
each, G. Hepert, 88, Cheapside. 





By Her Majesty’s Royal Letters Patent. 











MANUFACTURED BY 
WILLIAM COWAWN, 
BUCCLEUCH STREET, EDINBURGH. 

The attention of Gas Companies is respectfully di- 
rected to the above important invention in Gas Meters, 

The well-known fraud of “ tilting’ the Meter on 
one side, to enlarge the capacity of the measuring 
chambers, or allow the gas to pass unregistered, is 
entirely prevented by this invention; which simply 
consists in placing the Outlet on the front of the Meter, 
and inserting a Dip-tube, which immediately shuts off 
the gas the instant the Meter is thrown off its level. 

Another important advantage in this arrangement’of 
the Outlet is, that the Measuring Wheel is entirely 
protected from frauds, by being pierced or otherwise 
tam d with. 

The above alteration of the Outlet does not in any 
way affect the present ey oe of the tery this 
Meter being adapted to the Fittings at present in use. 
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SHEARS AND SONS’ 

PATENT DRY GAS METERS 
Are supplied to Gas Companies and the Public as the 
best and simplest Dry Gas Meters in use. They are 
acknowledged to be of first-rate workmanship and accu- 
racy of registration.—Shears and Sons continue to sup- 
ply these Meters on the most favourable terms; and they 
also manufacture Wet Gas Meters,-to which they apply 
their Patent Indices. 





BANKSIDE, LONDON. 


ADDISON POTTER, 


WILLINGTON QUAY, 





NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 


Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, | ire Bricks, and every i 
description of Fire Clay Goods. | 


WHITEHOUSE and CO., 


GLOBE PATENT TUBE WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY, 
Beg to draw the attention of Engineers and Managers || 
of Gas Works to the superior quality of the Article || 
they manufacture, both in respect of the iron employed, | | 
and the perfect manner in which it 1s welded; in | 
proof of which they can refer to the testimonials of the || 
most eminent Gas Engineers, and the experience of || 
the principal of the large Gas Companies of the kingdom. 
Orders promptly executed. 


IMPROVED 


SELF-LUBRICATING GAS VALVES, 


Used in nearly one hundred gas works in Great Britain 
and the Continent, and are esteemed for their 
strength, superior workmanship, non-liability todamage, 
never sticking, oiling themselves, always working free 
in tar, lime, or gas, never falling down, and their very 
legible index of opening of valve—advantages only pos- 








sessed by these valves, | 


SELF-REGISTERING GAUGE COLUMN 
To regulate the pressure in the Street Mains, showing 
at one glance the valve on the facing, area of the opening, 
size of pipe the gas passing will fill and the pressure on 
the works and on the mains. This supersedes the 


necessity of the expense of a governor for small works, | 
and should be placed on the by-pass, where agovernor | 


is used in large works. IT IS NEXT TO IMPOSSIBLE FOR 
THE VALVE MAN TO PUT A TOWN IN DARKNESS WITH 
THIS APPARATUS, and is a great ornament to the Valve- 


room. 
IMPROVED ANNULAR CONDENSER, 
Ensures perfect d ion wit llest weight of 





iron, and standing on the smallest space, the whole of || 


the parts being instantly accessible. They are in use 
in various Gas Works, small and large, and passing 
20,000 to 600,000 cubic feet per 24 hours. 

DRY LIME AND OXIDE OF IRON PURIFIERS: 
Perfect simplicity of action and improved Sieves, which 
are wera: hone very yey and the wires, when worn | 
out, may be replaced in an hour and a half by any handy | 
man ina gas work, The undersigned have made them, 


and have patterns for every size from 3 feet to 18 feet || 


square. 
. GASHOLDERS, SCRUBBERS, &c. } 
CHARLES WALKER AND SONS, 
LITTLE SUTTON-STREEBT, LONDON, AND MIDLAND IRON 
Works, TIPTON, STAFFORDSHIRE, 
Applications for Prices; &c., to be addressed to their 
London Office, as above. 


PATENT FLEXIBLE GAS TUBING. 





AMES LYNE HANCOCK’S | 


Vulcanized Indiarubber Hose Pipes and Tubing. | 


Manufactory(and Warehoure),Goswell-mews, Goswell- | | 


road, London. | 
Gas Companies, Engineers, Gas Fitters, and the Trade | 
generally, are respectfully informed this Tubing is now 
mannfactured to ‘any size, from 4 inch bore and! 
upwards, in 100-feet lengths, and perfectly cylindrical, | 
either with or without a spiral wire inside. | 
VULCANIZED GLAZED FLEXIBLE TUBING, 
from 3 inch up to 1 inch diameter, made in 24-feet 
lengths; or, covered with silk or worsted, up to 100 feet. 
ULCANIZED HOSE, for FIRE ENGINES, 
BREWERS’ USE, and for standing great pressures, 


(Rubber and Cloth combined), made to any length or || 


size to fit the necessary screws, &c. 
VULCANIZED 
BAGS, made any size, for Gas Mains, with flexible 


tubes attached, and fitted with stopcocks complete. 
CARTER’S PATENT SAFETY GAS VALVES. 


HOMAS LAMBERT and SON, 
PATENTEES AND MANUFACTURERS, 
Suort Street, New Cut, BLACKFRIARS, LONDON. 
The Bank of England is fitted entirely with these 
Valves, from the smallest branch to the largest main 





jipe. 
The following, among numerous testimonials, will be 
found very satisfactory :— 
« The British Gaslight Company’s Office, No. 105, 
Broad-street, Ratcliff, London, June 10, 1846, 
**Gentlemen,—In reply to your inquiry, I have to 
state that ‘ Carter’s Patent Gas Valve’ has been used 
by this company and by the fitters of the district exten- 
sivel for seven years past. lt was adopted to obviate 
the inconvenience of setting fast, so prevalent with the 
éonical metal plug-cocks, and has been found to answer 
the purpose intended. : ee 
«T have recommended its use in several provincial 
towns with which I am professionally connected, and 
have not received any complaint of its having failed in 
any respect of performin satisfactorily all that is 
required of it.—I am, gentlemen, yours respectfully, 
“*GEDDIE PEARSE. 
“ Messrs, Lambert and Son, Lambeth.” 
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s and Engineers to whom he has introduced 





bl oA past 
J. V. has introduced’a coating 
a particle of tin plate is ex posed 
the Case to the outlet unregistered, which f 
above rather than under the water line, which 
— in the above improvement. 


up to the present time. 


Station Meters, Governors, 
Meters sent at the lowest London prices. 


to the action of either water or 
uently occurs. 
only discovered when they need repair. 


feels confident that the above will be found a most desirable and perfect instrument, 


JOHN VICKARY 


; and preventing the 
the Meter has n in use for an 


Carriage paid to any part of England. 


‘TO GAS COMPANIES, GAS PROPRIETORS, AND GAS ENGINEERS. 


begs to call the attention of the above to his improved METALLIC CASE GAS-METER, an improvement which has met with entire approbation from the various Gas 
Com it, and acknowledged to be the greatest improvement that has been made since 
metal was introduced for the construction of the Drum, Syphon, and Float, capable of resisting any impurities arising from either gas or water, / 
answer every expectation; as, in repair, Drums of the above date are found in perfect and good condition, when the Outer Case, Valve-box, Inlet-pipe, &c., are quite 


or lining of the above metal in the Outer Case, Valve-box, Inlet-pipe, 


e year 1832; at which od a 
which has been found to 


&c., thereby rendering the whole as durable as the Drum, as not 
sibility of passing above the water line through the front into the body of 

Jength of time it is generally found that rust or decay takes place 
Also the Inlet-pipe and Valve-box are generally found quite decayed, which 


as it contains all other improvements of utility that have been introduced 


The most strict attention is _ to the workmanship as well as the registration of every Meter, to render them perfectly accurate. 
., made on the shortest notice, as well as Gas Cooking Apparatus of every description, Gas Baths, &c, 


WEST OF ENGLAND GAS METER AND GENERAL GAS APPARATUS MANUFACTORY, 84, FORE STREET, EXETER. 





NEW HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT. 


EFRIES’S Gas Stoves, Ranges, and 
BATHS, in action for two years at the above 
building... A great variety in stock upon the same 
principle. Gas Baths from £7, by which a warm bath 
may be obtained for 14d. Gas Cooking and Heating 
Stoves, from £1. Defries’s celebrated Dry Gas Meters 
—upwards of 60,000 in use. 
Testimonials at the Office, 145, Rea@gnT-sTREET, or 
at the Manufactory, New-RoaD, St. Pancras, near 
Fitzroy-square. 





HARRIS AND PEARSON, 
PROPRIETORS OF 
BEST CLASS-HOUSE POT AND CRUCIBLE CLAY. 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
PIRE BRICKS, GAS RETORTS, &C, 
AMBLECOTE Fire CLAY AND BRICK Works, 
STOURBRIDGE. 
Late in the occupation of I. and W. King. 
Originally J. Pidcock, Esq. 





JAMES PINCHBECK, 
GAS METER MANUFACTURER, 
26, CAMDEN-STREET, and 9, PIEREPOINT-ROW, 
ISLINGTON, LONDON. 
Begs respectfully to agmounce to Gas Companies and 
Fitters, that from upwards of 20 years’ practical ex 
rience, he is enabled to supply a METER conbiahig 
correctness, durability, economy. 
N.B.—Repairs on the lowest scale. 





their interior surfaces. 


To meet the great increase in demand, extensive enlargement of premises and the fittin 
with confidence on their orders, to any extent, being promptly and satisfactorily executed. 


N.B.—FIRE BRICKS, TILES, AND OTHER FIRE GOODS, OF UNEQUALLED QUALITY. 











AST-IRON Retorts, Socket P pes, 

J with Syphons and all requisite Connections, p 
Columns, Wrought Iron Tubing, Valves, Street Lamps, 
Sight Holes, Furnace Doors, Ash Pans, Charging and 
Coke Shovels, Iron Pails and Coke Barrows, Cross 
Bars, Fire Pots, Pumps, Iron Borings. 

PURIFIERS, CONDENSERS, and SCRUBBERS 
erected complete, or the materials supplied; with every 
description of goods in use by Gas Works, in stock, on 
wholesale prices, at 

LYNCH WHITE’S, 
Old Barge Iron Wharf, Upper Ground-street, 
“LONDON 





JAMES OAKES and CO. 


ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, 
. AND 
WENLOCK IRON WHARF, CITY ROAD, 
LONDON, 


’ 
-Beg to inform Gas and Water Companies and the public, 
that they keep in stock in London all the CASTINGS 
in general use in Gas and Water Works, including 
best cold-blast iron Retorts, Socket and F Pipes 
of all sizes, Bends, Branches, Syphons, &c.; also Lamp 
Columns of different patterns. . 

London Agent, Mr. ALFRED PENNY, Engineer, 
Wernitock Iron Works, Wharf-road, C1ry-roap, 
who undertakes the manufacture and erection of gas- 
holders, purifiers, iron roofs, and every description of 
apparatus in use in gas works. 





BEYAN DONKIN and CO.’s improved 
GAS VALVES have been adopted by numerous 
Gas Companies in England and abroad, and their ad- 
vantages and great security fully proved. Very large 
numbers are in use. Prices from 11s. to 14s. per inch 
diameter. 

Bryan DonkKIN and Co., 


Engineers, near Grange-road, BERMONDSEY. 





GAS MANUFACTURE. 


(GEORGE BOWER, Vulcan Foundry, 
Sr. Ngor’s, Hunts, will be glad to prepare 
Plans, Specifications, and Tenders, for the lighting of 
Towns, Man tories, and Private Houses with Gas. 
can be given to both private and public 


works. 

His Patent Combined Apparatus, which forms the 
Hydraulic Main, Condenser, Scrubber, and Purifier, in 
one vessel, is especially adapted for works up to 500 


ts. 
is patent ridged, or rib-bottomed retort is applica- 
ble to works of any magnitude, the object of which is 
to carbonise more rapidly than by the ordinary flat- 
bottomed retort. 
Manufacturer of Gasholders, Gas Meters, Gas Cooking 
= Heating Stoves, and all Apparatus connected with 
as- \ 
N.B.—The Combined ~ perme and Retorts will be 
sold separately, if required. 








JOSEPH CLIFF, 


WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS, near LEEDS. 


FIRE=CLAY RETORTS, OF ANY SIZE OR SHAPE, SUPPLIED ON SHORTEST NOTICE. 
These Retorts are used extensively in the Gas Works of Leeds, Hul!, Liverpool, Bradford, Rochdale, and other t been i 
those of Stourbridge, N eweastle, and other makes, and proved themselves a pt article. 3 w Sonny Sey Sey aoe tested Gite by cide nim 
Eminent Gas Engineers bear testimony that they are the BEST FINISHED AND MOST CORRECT IN FORM of any in the kingdom. Their surfaces are, by the peculiar 
| method of their manufacture, unusually smooth, close, and FREE FROM SURFACE CRACKS; thus,in a great measure, preventing leakage and the adhesion of carbon to 


g up of more perfect apparatus have been effected; and gas engineers may rely 





JONES, Gas Meter Manufacturer, 


H, * No. 44, OLD-STREET, St. Luke’s, London, 


begs respectfully to call the attention of Gas Companies || 
yto his latest improvements in the WET METER, b |} 
means of which water cannot be abstracted, neither || 


can Gas by any possibility pass through the Meter with- 
out registering. 


PATENT GAS METER MANUFACTORY, 
No. 66, Snow-hill, London, 


ILLIAM SMITH, by the 
improvements he has made in the Wet Meter, 

and which he has secured by her Majesty’s Royal 
Letters Patent, the accuracy of their istry is ren- 
dered certain by the introduction of the adjustin 
slide and hydraulic, whereby a Perfect Water Leve 
is read obtained, and the Hydraulic precludes the 
of ing water from the meter by in 
creased pressure or otherwise, thus omnes the 
Evatt desideratum of the Wet Meter. In his Patent 

quitable Gas Meter neatness and strength are com- 
bined, the backs and fronts of the case being stamped 
by powerful machinery out of thick plate iron (tinned 
or galvanized); and the internal construction is of the 
pag bapa which will resist the action of any impurity 
in the 
Old Steters may readily have the adjusting slide and 
hydraulic applied, thereby having accurate measure- 
ment assured. 

— Meters, Governors, &c.,made on the shortest 
notice. 











PENDANTS, 


AND EVERY ARTICLE CONNECTED WITH 
GAS FITTINGS, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 


HULETT AND CO. 55 ann 56 HIGH HOLBORN, 


PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the NATIONAL GAS METER, 
. Beg to inform the Proprietors of Gas Companies, and the Trade generally, that, having completed their new Gas Meter 
Manufactory, they are now enabled to supply, with despatch, a very superior article, and can confidently warrant the same to 
be equal in quality and workmanship to any Gas Meter ever made. 


GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, PILLARS, BRACKETS, 


Manufacturers of 


GAS COOKING APPARATUS, IMPROVED ALBERT, 


SHADOWLESS GAS BURNERS, UNION: JETS, BATSWINGS, &c. &.; CAST AND WROUGHT IRON PIPE; 
COPPER, TIN, BRASS, and COMPOSITION TUBING 


D. HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER, 
by which Mains, Service Pipes, and the interior Fittings of a House, may be cleaned out in a few minutes. Price 60s. net. 
Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Improved Photometer. 
Large Pattern Books, with every description of Gas Fittings and Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, price 10s. 
Price Lists sent free, on receipt of envelope, addressed and enclosing two postage stamps. 
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